


IMAGINE TURNING ON 
THE TELEVISION TO WATCH A BASKETBALL 
GAME. YOU SEE THE TEAM IN WHITE RUN 
down the court. The point guard dribbles the ball 
to the left side. He passes it to his teammate who 
catches it on the wing and shoots. As you watch 
the ball go through the air, you notice something is 
missing. The goal is nowhere to be seen. It is gone. 
The two teams are playing a game with no goals. 
The score is tied 0-0 and stays that way for the entire 
game. Think about how boring such a game would 
be to watch, and how frustrating it would be to play.

Now think about a person going through life. This 
person has no goals. He is not trying to become any-
thing important. He is not trying to get better at any 
skills. He does not have a goal about what he wants 
his life to be like. He wanders aimlessly through life 
never trying to reach higher or achieve anything 
special. Setting goals and trying to achieve them is 
an important part of life.

When we 
look in the 
Bible, we see 
that Jesus and 
the apostles 
had goals. Near 
the end of His 
time on Earth, 
Jesus prayed 
to God the 
Father. He said, 
“I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the 
work which You have given Me to do” (John 17:4). 
Jesus had a short time on Earth. In order to finish His 
work, He had to set goals and work toward accom-
plishing them. We see this happening throughout 
His ministry. On one occasion, Jesus preached the 
Word of God to many people. They liked His mes-
sage and begged Him not to leave. Jesus said that 
He could not stay. He told the people, “I must preach 
the kingdom of God to the other cities also, because 
for this purpose I have been sent” (Luke 4:43). His 
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goal was to preach the 
Word in many cities, 
not just one. If He did 
what the people in the 
village wanted Him to 
do, He would not have 
achieved the goals that God had for Him. 

Jesus’ followers and apostles watched Him 
set goals and followed His example. The 
apostle Paul set and achieved many goals. 
He traveled the world spreading the Gospel. 
In a letter he wrote to the church in the city 
of Colosse, he explained why he traveled 
and preached so much. He said that he and 
his fellow workers preached about Jesus, 
“warning every man and teaching every man 
in all wisdom, that we may present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus. To this end I 
also labor, striving according to His work-
ing which works in me mightily” (Colossians 
1:28-29). What was Paul’s goal? He wanted 
“every man” in the world to hear the mes-
sage and become a Christian. [Note: The 
word “man” in this verse means mankind and 
includes all people who can understand the 
message, both men and women.] What an 
amazing goal!

Since Jesus and His followers had goals, 
we should follow their examples. What goals 
do you have in your life? At the beginning 
of each year, people often make “New Year’s 
Resolutions.” A resolution is something that 
you are going to try very hard to do. Many 
times, a person will “resolve” to save more 
money, exercise more, or send more “thank 

you” notes. Resolutions are simply goals that a per-
son is trying to reach.

What are some things you would like to achieve 
this year? Wouldn’t it be great if you decided to read 
the entire Bible this year? If you read for about 15 
minutes every day you could. Or maybe you could 
set a goal of inviting 10 people to go to Bible class or 

worship with you. You could make a goal that 
each week you will write one person a special 
note to thank her for what she has done for 
you. Deciding to pray every day would be a 
great goal. Whatever 
goals you set, remember 
that the purpose of your 
life is to glorify God, just 
like Jesus said He had 
done with His life.
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I ONCE SPOKE WITH A 
33-YEAR-OLD MAN WHO CONFESSED 
THAT HE HAD LIVED A LAZY LIFE. HE  
admitted that he had never had a real job. In fact, 
he had never even filled out a single job application. 
He had begged, borrowed, stole, and sold drugs to 
get by day after day, year after year. Sadly (but not 
surprisingly), this man is now in prison after commit-
ting armed robbery.

The fact is, many people willfully choose to live lazy 
lives. They seem to work harder at getting out of work, 
or at finding ways for others to take care of them, than 
actually performing meaningful tasks. I once heard a 
group of unmarried, young mothers argue that they 
deserved to be taken care of financially by the federal 
government. Because they had chosen to commit 
sexual immorality and have children out of wedlock, 
they thought that they should not have to work to 
support themselves or their children. Instead, they felt 
like it was only right for the government to pay them 
to stay home with their children.

Proverbs 21:25-26 says: “The desire of the lazy man 
kills him, for his hands refuse to labor. He covets 
greedily all day long, but the righteous gives and 
does not spare.” The Bible certainly teaches us to 
help those in need (Proverbs 28:27; Ephesians 4:28; 
Luke 3:11). Jesus expects His faithful followers to 
help those who lack food, clothing, health, and shel-
ter. Notice, however, that Jesus’ powerful teaching in 
Matthew 25:34-46 regarding helping the needy was 
taught following a story about a “lazy servant” who 
was cast into outer darkness for his unprofitable 
slothfulness (Matthew 25:26,30). Perfectly healthy 
people who are more than able to work, but refuse 
to do so, should not be assisted in their lazy lives. 
(Otherwise, they will have no practical reason to 
stop being lazy.)

The same apostle who reminded the Ephesian 
elders of Jesus’ statement, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive,” wrote to the church of the Thes-
salonians, saying, “If anyone will not work, neither 
shall he eat. For we hear that there are some who 
walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working 
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at all, but are busybodies. Now those who are such 
we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus 
Christ that they work in quietness and eat their 
own bread” (2 Thessalonians 3:10-12). Paul also 
wrote: “Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather 
let him labor, working with his hands what is good, 
that he may have something to give him who has 
need” (Ephesians 4:28).

Ask yourself this: Do you deserve straight A’s in 
school simply because you are enrolled in a school? 
Not at all. If you don’t do your schoolwork you will 
(and should) fail. Why? Because laziness is a sin and 
should not be rewarded. Does a person deserve a 
paycheck simply because he or she declares to be an 
employee of a company but never actually works? 
Of course not. 

I remember going to pick purple hull peas 
with my grandfather and my brother when 
I was about seven years old. When we fin-
ished picking the peas, we went back to 
my grandfather’s house. He graciously 
gave each of us some money for our 
efforts. However, when I saw that 
my brother received more money 
than me, I got mad. I thought to 
myself: “Hey, that’s not fair.” Then, 
as if my grandfather could read 
my mind, he said: “Andy, 
since you worked harder 
and longer than Eric, I 
gave you more money.” Was 
my grandfather a kind man? 
Yes. Was he right to give my 
brother more money than me? 
Indeed. Was it a hard lesson for 

a seven year old to learn? Yes, but I learned it and 
never forgot it.

Ecclesiastes 9:10 says, “Whatever your hand finds 
to do, do it with your might.” In Colossians 3:23-24, 
Paul wrote: “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as 
to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the reward of inheritance; for 
you serve the Lord Christ.” The fact is, whether we 
are working in the fields picking peas, or whether 
we are working on a writing assignment for school, 
whatever our hands find 
to do, we should work 
hard, do a good job, and 
be thankful to God for our 
healthy minds and bodies 
that are capable of work-
ing hard.

Are you WORKING HARD, 
or HARDLY WORKING?
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ActIvIty 

Pages

True or 
False 1.  ____ Setting goals 

and trying to 
achieve them is an 
important part of life.

 2.  ____ The apostle Paul set few goals.  
 3.  ____ Very few people are actually lazy.
 4.   ____ Our purpose on Earth is to love God and 

people (Matthew 22:36-40).
 5.  ____ Serving others will make us happier in the 

long run.  
 6.  ____ Jesus expects His faithful followers to help 

those who lack food, clothing, health, and 
shelter.

 7.  ____ The most important part of life is resting and 
taking it easy.

 8.  ____ Even though laziness is a sin, it should still be 
rewarded.

 1. ____ Said that “it is more 
blessed to give than to 
receive.” 

 2. ____ Something that you are 
going to try very hard to do.

 3. ____ Book of the Bible that says, 
“If anyone will not work, 
neither shall he eat.”

 4. ____ This person wrote: 
“Whatever you do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord and 
not to men.”

 5. ____ Book of the Bible that says, 
“Whatever your hand finds 
to do, do it with your might.”

 6. ____ Was cast into outer 
darkness for his unprofitable 
slothfulness.

 7. ____ Book of the Bible that says, 
“The desire of the lazy 
man kills him, for his hands 
refuse to labor.”

 8. ____ The letter of Colossians was 
written to people in this city.

Match, FInd, 
and CIrcle

On a Separate 
sheet of Paper

I Y Q P Z S X R T M G T
T V P R O V E R B S S S
E C B F E O S Y X D E T
L O G X Y U Y W G T T H
P L V D S G A M S N L E
K O Y E F O R A A R H S
E S J O W O I V G E A S
L S N B X S R H K S T A
L E R L E E G K S O Z L
U K G L S Y Z M M L N O
F X C Y A V N S U U D N
G C Z Y P V X A Q T J I
E A N F Q I P S B I S A
L E T B N A J F F O A N
V H N G I P R B U N C S

FIll In the 
BIble Verses 

(NKjV)

1. “I have glorified You 
on the earth. I have 
_________ the _______ 
which You have given Me to 
do” (John 17:4).

2. “I must _______ the kingdom 
of God to the other cities also, 
because for this ________ I 
have been sent” (Luke 4:43).

3. “And __________ you do, do 
it _________, as to the Lord 
and not to ______, knowing that 
from the _______ you will receive 
the reward of inheritance; for you 
________ the Lord Christ” (Colossians 
3:23-24).

4. “Whatever your hand finds to ____, do 
it with your _________” (Ecclesiastes 
9:10).

Dear KIds,

 I REALLY WANT TO HEAR 

   FROM YOU THIS YEAR. 

     PLEASE SEND ME 

     YOUR QUESTIONS 

  TO THE FOLLOWING  

    ADDRESS:

    230 LANDMARK DRIVE
    MONTGOMERY, AL 36117

   THANKS!  

     DIGGER DOUG
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1. Write down five things that you would 
like to work to achieve in 2017?

2. Discuss the relationship between 
working hard and having fun times.

A. Paul
B. Thessalonians
C. Lazy servant
D. Ecclesiastes

E. Colosse
F. Proverbs
G. Resolution
H. Jesus
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Time Flies: Catch It Before It Lifts Off!

  MATCH, FIND, AND CIRCLE: 1. H (Jesus); 2. G (Resolution); 3. B (Thessalonians); 4. A (Paul); 5. D (Ecclesiastes); 6. C (Lazy servant); 7. F (Proverbs); 
8. E (Colosse). TRUE OR FALSE: 1-T; 2-F; 3-F; 4-T; 5-T; 6-T; 7-F; 8-F.  

FILL IN THE BIBLE VERSES: 1. finished; work; 2. preach, purpose; 3. whatever, heartily, men, Lord, serve; 4. do, might.

YOU HAVE PROBABLY 
HEARD GROWN-UPS SAY THINGS LIKE, “TIME 
FLIES! I FEEL LIKE I TOOK A NAP, WOKE UP, 
and ten years have gone by.” When adults say things 
like that, they usually mean that time has gone by 
too quickly for them to do many of the things they 
wanted to do in life. Instead, they feel like they have 
used too much of their time doing things that are 
not very important. If they had it to do all over again, 
they would have made better use of their time when 
they were younger—like you are now.

Why are we here on Earth? 
Did God put us here just to 

have fun and play? Or 
to get the things we 

want, like toys; or 
to do the things we 

want to do, like go 
to Disney World; 
or to watch the 
shows and movies 
we want to watch? 
No. Doing those 

things can be fine, 
but the main reason 
we are on Earth is to 

JEFF MILLER
honor God and do right (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14), 
to help the Church that Christ died for (Mat-
thew 6:33), and to do good to others (Gala-
tians 6:10). Basically, we are here on Earth to 
love others—both God and people (Matthew 
22:36-40).

So, if that is the purpose of life, how 
much of our time should be used in 
pursuit of that goal? All of it. Let me 
explain. We must make good use of 
the little time that we have on Earth to 
do as much good for God and others as we can. In 
Ephesians 6:15-16 Paul warns us to be “wise, making 
the best use of the time” that we have (ESV). There is 
nothing wrong with playing, as long as when we are 
doing that, we are doing it for the right reason: that 
is, so we can get refreshed and ready to get back to 
what God wants us to be doing for others. So notice 
that even our fun time should really be about loving 
others. Our whole life should be about that. (That 
understanding might even cause us to do different 
things with our leisure time!) When we stay busy 
doing what God wants us to do, we will have less 
time to be doing things God does not want us to 
do. At the same time, God says we will be happier 
for doing so (Matthew 5:2-12; Proverbs 16:20).

 8 Discovery • January 2017 DiscoveryMagazine.com
© COPYRIGHT, APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC., 2017, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED


