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HAVE YOU EVER STOPPED 
TO CONSIDER HOW AMAZING LANGUAGES 
ARE? HOW IS IT THAT HUMANS ARE ABLE 
to communicate millions and millions of different, 
specific thoughts with their voices? Truly, the ability 
to speak a language is an amazing talent God gave 
humans at Creation.

Evolutionists believe that the first humans were 
not very intelligent, and that they couldn’t speak 
in complicated words and languages like we can 
today. But that simply is not the case. Adam and Eve 
were just as intelligent as people are today (if not 
more so), and they were just as capable of speaking 
to each other as we are. On the very day that Adam 
was created he said of Eve: “This is now bone of 
my bones and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called woman, because she 
was taken out of man” (Genesis 2:23). 
This well-reasoned and well-worded 
statement was made by a man who 
was only a few hours 
old! Amazing!

Another remark-
able thing about 

Creation
people on Earth 
during the days of 
Adam, all the way to the time of Noah’s great-great-
great grandson Peleg (who lived after the Flood 
but before the time of Abraham), is that “the whole 
earth had one language and one speech” (Genesis 
11:1). Can you imagine being able to go anywhere 
on Earth and speak the same language as everyone 
else? Well, that is the way it was long ago on Earth.

But things changed in Genesis 11, when God 
worked another amazing miracle. During a time 
when humanity refused to scatter around the 
world as God had commanded (Genesis 9:1), man 
attempted to make a city with a “tower with a top 
in the heavens.” The Lord, however, was greatly 

displeased with their actions, so He 
made them speak different lan-
guages, so that they could not 
understand what other people 
were saying. Ever since Genesis 11, 

there have been many 
different languages 
that people have 
spoken.

from

to Babel
Hebrew and 

Aramaic 
ONE OF THE LANGUAGES 

THAT EVENTUALLY RESULTED FROM THE 
EVENTS AT THE TOWER OF BABEL IN GENESIS 11 

was the Hebrew language. This was the language spoken 
by the people of Israel, and much of the Old Testament was 
written in Hebrew. The Hebrew language was even men-
tioned and quoted in the New Testament. For example, in 
Acts 21, the apostle Paul was speaking in Jerusalem, and 
it says that “he addressed them in the Hebrew language” 
(vs. 40). Again, in Acts 26, when Paul was talking to King 
Agrippa he said, “…I heard a voice saying to me in the 

Hebrew language…” (vs. 14).  The Hebrew language was 
highly respected among the Jews. It was something that set 
them apart from their neighbors in the Promised Land, and 
they were proud of the fact that they were God’s chosen 
people through whom the Messiah would come. 

Hebrew was not the only language that was used to 
write the Old Testament. The Aramaic language was also 

used to write some of the Old Testament. Aramaic was very 
similar to Hebrew in a lot of areas, including the fact that they 

both used the same alphabet. Aramaic was the language of 
the nations of Persia, Assyria, and Babylonia, and each of these 

nations held the Israelites in captivity for a period of time. Parts of 
the book of Ezra were written in Aramaic, as well as portions of Dan-

iel. In the book of 2 Kings, the servants of King Hezekiah asked the 
Assyrian leaders to speak to them in Aramaic (2 Kings 18:26). Aramaic 

was also spoken by some people in the time of 
Jesus, as shown in John 20:16.

Both the Hebrew language and the Aramaic 
language were used in writing the Old Testa-

ment. We may not be able to speak ancient 
Hebrew or Aramaic, but we can at least under-

stand some of the history behind the languages. 
This will help us better understand the Bible, which 
can help us become stronger Christians. 
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The Greek 
LanGuaGe

This is a bust of  
Alexander the Great

ANCIENT GREEK IS A VERY 
IMPORTANT LANGUAGE TO CHRISTIANS. DO YOU 
KNOW WHY? IT’S BECAUSE GREEK IS THE LANGUAGE 
that the New Testament was written in! Wait a minute; the Bible 
writers were mostly Jews, weren’t they? So why didn’t they write 
everything in Hebrew, the language of the Jews? Well, to answer 
that, we need to look back at what ancient history has to tell us 
about the time of Jesus and the apostles. 

During the time of Jesus, the Roman Empire ruled much of the 
world. But hundreds of years before the Roman Empire came into 
power, Alexander the Great, a Macedonian king, united Greece 

and built an empire that was the largest the world had ever 
seen. As a result of Alexander the Great’s conquests and huge 

empire, Greek became the most common language in the 
world. That made Greek the best language in which to write 
the New Testament, simply because it was the language 
that most people could understand. 

Hebrew was the language of many Jews, but it wasn’t 
used much by people who were not Jews. If the writers 

of the New Testament had written it in Hebrew, then there 
wouldn’t have been as many people who could have understood 
it without it being translated. Although translations can be good 
and accurate, if people do not have to go through the process of 
having Scripture translated or of finding a good translation, then 

more people can learn the Gospel with fewer obstacles. It makes 
perfect sense that God would want the New Testament written 
in Greek, and not Hebrew, because God wants as many willing 
people as possible “to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). 

You might compare ancient Greek in the time of Jesus to English 
today. Just like how many people in places all over the world can speak 

English today, many people all over the ancient world could 
speak Greek in the time of the apostles. We can see that God used 
the most popular language in the world at the time to write the New 
Testament so that millions of people could read it.

IF YOU ARE LIKE A LOT 
OF YOUNG PEOPLE, YOU HAVE PROBABLY 
WONDERED WHY IT IS IMPORTANT TO  
understand some things about the Hebrew, Aramaic, 
and Greek languages. How can it help Christians 
know more about God’s Word if we know more 
about the languages in which the Bible was origi-
nally written? To answer that question, we can take a 
look at how languages relate to each other. 

In the United States, 
we speak English. 
Everything we say or 
write, for the most 
part at least, is in the 
English language. But 
if you have ever gone 
to a foreign country, 
where few people 
speak English, you 

may have had to depend on someone to tell you 
what other people were saying. For example, if you 
go to France and visit the Eiffel Tower, most of the 
people there will likely be speaking French, not Eng-
lish. If you wanted to know what other people were 
saying, you would need someone called a translator. 

A translator can be very helpful in a situation 
where we don’t understand a foreign language and 
need to communicate with other people. But some-
times, translators can make mistakes. For example, 
words can often have more than one meaning. 
When a word is used that has several meanings, we 
must rely on the translator to make the right deci-
sion about which word to use in the translation. But 
sometimes the translator chooses the wrong mean-
ing and we are not able to properly understand what 
is being said.

Greek and Hebrew?
Why  Study

Because the Bible was written in Hebrew, Aramaic, 
and Greek, those who do not know those languages 
must rely on translators to understand the Scrip-
tures. But what happens if the translators make a 
mistake? We might misunderstand the meaning of a 
part of the Bible. For this reason, it can be very help-
ful to learn about the languages of the Bible. 

Knowing the biblical languages, or at least how to 
look up the meanings of the original words, can be 
very important in assuring that we know what the 
Bible writers were communicating to their original 
audiences. 

Greek Inscription
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 1. ___ Before the Tower of Babel, there was only one 
language on Earth.

 2. ___  Egyptian was one of the languages used to write the 
Old Testament.

 3. ___ Greek was only spoken by people from Greece.

 4. ___ Translators can sometimes make mistakes.

	 5.	___	 An	idiom	is	a	figure	of	speech	that	occurs	often	in	
the Bible.

 6. ___ God created different languages for the families  
at the Tower of Babel.

 7. ___ Hebrew was the language of the people of Israel.

 8. ___ Most of the Old Testament was written in Greek.

 9. ___ The Bible was written mostly in Hebrew and Greek.

 10. ___ Aramaic is never used in Scripture.

1. “Now the whole 
Earth had one 
____________ and one __________”  
(Genesis 11:1). 

2. “Whoever eats My ________ and drinks My 
__________ has eternal life” (John 6:54).

3. “And ________ said, ‘This is now bone of my 
________	and	flesh	of	my	_______;	she	shall	
be called ________, because she was taken out 
of	man’”	(Genesis	2:23).

ActIvIty 

PageS

Dear Digger Doug, 
What does it mean to “speak in tongues”?
Dear reader, 

When you hear people today talk about speaking in “tongues,” they likely are 
talking about something completely different from what the apostles and Chris-
tians	practiced	in	the	first	century.	When	the	Lord’s	church	first	began,	the	
Gospel needed to be preached to people all over the world. But since there 
were many different languages, it would have taken many years for the apostles 
and early Christians to learn those languages. For this reason, the Holy Spirit 
gave the apostles and other Christians the ability to speak languages they had never studied. 
In Acts 2, when the church was established, the apostles were able to preach the Gospel to 
people from nations all over the world. Those people were astonished because they knew the 
apostles were all from Galilee and had never studied those languages (read Acts 2:5-7). Some 
people today believe that “speaking in tongues” means saying a lot of gibberish that no one can 
understand. But that is not what the Bible says. Paul explained in 1 Corinthians 14:10 that all the 
languages that the Holy Spirit empowered the early Christians to speak were languages that 
were important, because they were used by certain groups of people. Although the Holy Spirit 
does not empower us to speak in tongues today, it would be like if you suddenly had the ability 
to speak French, Russian, or Italian, even though you had never studied those languages. That is 
what the Bible is actually talking about when it mentions speaking in tongues. 

Thanks for the great question.

H D X S Y X U E R J V G M B D U P

I F J M Z T O R C Y J R H S C A T

J X J S I L G R P D O P X X M X J

A L E X A N D E R T H E G R E A T

T V S R R J G T A S K N Y W L R M

L L P S N K Y L W B Y A Q E P W U

K F I I L Z S G M Z O L B L Q Z K

U V M A N N R R K R H A F P J Y V

J D V R A O M E H K B I K K F E W

W C O R M M D E M F S Q A D Y O L

G N T S T M W K O W V R M S O S F

D O X O C Z L R E S C G A U S L W

Q S D R V S E R I W M A V H J F W

M G L Q N W B D U D R E Z R A F H

A Z N D O E G D J L I Z W S Y K C

J O I T H F S O Y E Z O U L T J V

O B D B W Q T X B I J I M P J F K

1. Was built by the people in Genesis 
11.   ________  ___  _________

2. Parts of this book of the Bible were 
written in Aramaic.   ________

3. Macedonian king who built a huge 
empire.   ____________  _____  __________

4. The language of the New Testament.   ___________

5. He created many different languages.  _______ 

6. The language of the Jews.   _________

7. A	figure	of	speech	used	in	the	Bible.		____________

8. A person who helps us communicate with people who speak a different language.  
______________
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ANSWERS

SOLVE, FIND, AND CIRCLE:1. Tower of Babel; 2. Ezra; 3. Alexander the Great; 4. Greek; 5. God; 6. Hebrew; 7. Idiom; 8. Translator.  
TRUE OR FALSE: 1-T; 2-F; 3-F; 4-T; 5-T; 6-T; 7-T; 8-F; 9-T; 10-F. 

 FILL IN THE BIBLE VERSES: 1. language, speech; 2. flesh, blood; 3. Adam, bones, flesh, woman.

HDXSYXUERJVGMBDUP

IFJMZTORCYJRHSCAT

JXJSILGRPDOPXXMXJ

ALEXANDERTHEGREAT

TVSRRJGTASKNYWLRM

LLPSNKYLWBYAQEPWU

KFIILZSGMZOLBLQZK

UVMANNRRKRHAFPJYV

JDVRAOMEHKBIKKFEW

WCORMMDEMFSQADYOL

GNTSTMWKOWVRMSOSF

DOXOCZLRESCGAUSLW

QSDRVSERIWMAVHJFW

MGLQNWBDUDREZRAFH

AZNDOEGDJLIZWSYKC

JOITHFSOYEZOULTJV

OBDBWQTXBIJIMPJFK
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THE BIBLE IS AN 
AMAZING BOOK. IT SHOWS ITSELF 
TO BE WRITTEN BY MEN WHO  

were guided by God. Yet, God 
“moved” (2 Peter 1:21) those men 

to use human language with all 
of its unusual features. One of 
those characteristics of human 
language is idioms. Idioms are 

funny, even strange, ways to say 
things that the actual words do not 

seem to say. Some idioms we have in 
English include, “It’s raining cats and 

dogs,” and “I have a frog in my throat.” 
Idioms use words to give a meaning 
that cannot be understood from 
the literal meanings of the words. 
The people who grew up speaking 
English understand the idioms in 
this paragraph. But people who 

were not raised speaking English 
cannot easily understand what 

these phrases mean. 

KYLE BUTT

Bible Idioms:
Did You Mean  

What I Think You Said?

The Bible was written mostly in Hebrew and Greek. 
Those two languages use lots of idioms. For exam-
ple, the expression in the book of Job “the sons of 
God” (1:6; 2:1) is a Hebrew idiom that often refers to 
angels. The phrase “breaking of bread” in the Hebrew 
mind meant to eat food or have a meal. Lamenta-
tions 4:4 says, “The young children ask for bread, but 
no one breaks it for them.” That is, no one gives them 
any food. In the early church, the same phrase came 
to have another idiomatic meaning: to partake of the 
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7).

When Jesus said, “Whoever eats My flesh and drinks 
My blood has eternal life” (John 6:54), He was not 
talking literally. He did not mean that people must 
eat His physical flesh. He was using a Hebrew idiom 
(which later was written in the Greek language) that 
means to receive, understand, and apply His teaching. 
To eat Christ’s flesh means to consume His words and 
live by them. As Jesus made clear later in the same 
chapter: “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh 
profits nothing. The words that I speak to you 
are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63). It is 
Jesus’ words that are of value and so must 
be received and obeyed.

The Bible contains many more idioms. 
If we learn them, we can understand our 
Bibles much better. That will help us 
know how God wants us to live so we 
can be with Him forever some day!
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