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Have you ever begged
your parents for a pet
like a dog or a cat? If

you have, did they try to warn
you about all the work that
goes into having a pet? They
probably warned you about
how difficult it would be to feed
and water, and especially how
hard it would be to keep clean.
If you are like most children
your age, none of those warn-
ings bothered you, and you
wanted the pet anyway. But
after the newness wore off, and
you were spending lots of time
and hard work taking care of

GG
freed the Israelites, they began
to murmur and complain
against God and Moses. They
began to blame God for setting
them free. Their griping and
grumbling got them in a lot of
trouble.

In Exodus 16, the Israelites
started to get hungry after God
freed them from Egypt. They
began to moan and complain,
saying that they wished God
had let them die in Egypt—at
least they had food as Pharaoh’s
slaves. God heard their cries,
and gave them a substance
called manna. Manna was simi-
lar to a seed called coriander,
and tasted like wafers made
with honey. God gave them this
bread from heaven for forty
years while they lived in the
wilderness. But after a while,
the Israelites got tired of eating
manna. Instead of giving God
thanks and praise for feeding
them, the Israelites murmured
against God because they had
to eat manna everyday. They
whined, “Who will give us meat
to eat? We remember the fish
which we ate freely in Egypt…
but now our whole being is
dried up; there is nothing at all
except this manna before our
eyes!” (Numbers 11:4-5).

The Israelites were getting
to eat good food every day, yet
they still wanted more. Because
of their griping, God became
very angry and caused a huge
wind to blow quail near the

your pet, then what did you
do? Did you want to take the
pet back? Did you blame the
situation on your parents for
buying you the pet? Or did you
patiently do the work, and
learn to love your pet and
value your parent’s advice?

In the Bible, we read about
a group of people who wanted
something very badly. The
Israelites wanted to be free.
They were forced to be slaves
in the land of Egypt. For many
years, they prayed and cried
out to God to free them from
their slavery. God heard their
prayers, and sent Moses and
Aaron to bring them out of
Egypt. The Israelites were very
happy to be free. But their free-
dom was not as easy as they
thought it would be. After God

When God brought the Israelites out
of Egypt, they should have been excit-
ed and happy to be free. Instead, they
griped and complained constantly
against Moses and God.
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GRIPING,GRIPING, AND

mumbling and complaining.
So, God sent poisonous snakes
among the people that bit
them and killed many of them.
After looking at God’s reac-

tion to murmuring and com-
plaining, we might think He
was too hard on the Israelites.
But the Israelites were ques-
tioning God’s power and His
promises to help them. Even in
the New Testament, we read
that we should “do all things
without murmuring and dis-
puting” (Philippians 2:14). We
also read that God dealt with
the Israelites as He did in
order to show us today how
seriously God views griping
and complaining (1 Corinth-
ians 10:9-10).
When we look at the life of

Jesus, we see that He was tor-
tured and punished for sins
that He did not even commit.
Yet, never once did He murmur
and complain against God.
Also, the apostle Paul was
beaten and stoned for preach-
ing the Gospel, but he said that
he had learned to be content
no matter what was happening
to him. Instead of complaining
about the things we do not
have, we should be thankful to
God, like Jesus and Paul, for
the many wonderful things we
do have. And always remember
what happened to the grum-
bling, mumbling, griping, com-
plaining Israelites.

God sent a strong wind that blew
thousands of birds (like this quail)
close to the Israelite camp.

Paul was shipwrecked three times, and spent a night and a day in the water,
yet he did not complain. In fact, he said that he had learned to be content no
matter what happened to him (Philippians 4:11).

camp. There were so many
quail that they covered the
ground outside the camp. The
Israelites found the quail and
began to gather them, but God
sent a plague and killed many
of them for disobeying Him
and for murmuring and com-
plaining.
On another occasion, the

children of Israel spoke against
God and Moses, blaming them
for setting them free from
Egypt. “Why have you brought
us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness?” cried the people
(Numbers 21:5). If they had
thought about all the manna,
quail, and water that God gave
them in the past, then they
would have known they were
not going to die. But they kept
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Ithink I can. I think I can. Ithink I can. I think I can.”
Such are the words from

one of my favorite books as a
child—The Little Engine That
Could. After bigger, older, and
newer engines gave excuses for
not helping a loaded, broken-
down train to get over a moun-
tain, a little blue engine decid-
ed that he could help. Even
though the little blue engine
was not very big, he did not give
excuses that interfered with
the task before him. As the
story goes, his positive think-
ing helped him carry a heavy
load up and over a mighty
mountain.
We often hear people talk

about the power of positive
thinking. The idea is: if you
expect to succeed (at what-
ever you do), you have a much
better chance at succeeding,
than if you expect to fail.
The Bible tells a story in the

book of Numbers about twelve
men from the twelve tribes of
Israel who were chosen to spy
out the land of Canaan, which
God had promised to give to
the Israelites (Numbers 13-14).
Forty days after being sent out,
these twelve men returned to

are fortified. And giants live
there who make us look like
grasshoppers.”
Even though these men for-

merly had seen God bring ten
plagues against the Egyptians
(Exodus 7-12), miraculously
part the Red Sea (Exodus 14),
and provide them with manna
from Heaven and water from a
rock (Exodus 16-17), they still
doubted what they could do
with God’s help. Only two of
the twelve spies believed that
God would keep His Word, and
give them the land. These two
men, Joshua and Caleb, were
blessed for their courage, but
the ten unbelieving spies were
punished with a deadly plague.
Their unbelief and excuses, as
well as those of the rest of the
Israelites, displeased God so
much, that Israel was sen-
tenced to forty years of wan-
dering in the wilderness.
God expects His children to

obey His commandments with-
out excuse. Christians should
be the most positive-thinking
people in the world, because
God is on our side, and has
promised to help us accomplish
His will (read Philippians 4:13
and Hebrews 13:5-6).
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their people, and reported on
what they had seen. Sadly, ten
of the twelve spies returned
with a bad report, and gave
several excuses for not being
able to possess the land of
Canaan. “The people in Ca-
naan are stronger than we
are,” they said. “Their cities

NO MORE GRASSHOPPER EXCUSES!NO MORE GRASSHOPPER EXCUSES!

The Bible says that the land the
spies surveyed was so fruitful that it
took two spies to carry a single clus-
ter of grapes (Numbers 13:23). 

“
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ground to open up and swallow
the rebellious men, along with
their possessions and those
family members who sided
with them! This scared the peo-
ple so badly that they began
screaming and running in all
directions. They were afraid
that the ground would swallow
them, too! Then God sent fire to
burn up all the men who had
joined Korah—250 in all.
God loves us very much. But

this story teaches us that we
must listen to God’s Word and
do what He tells us to do. We
must not become rebellious
against authority—whether it
is the will of God or our par-
ents. We should be content with
everything that God gives us,
and not feel that we deserve
more.
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After the Israelites failed
to enter the Promised
Land due to their unbe-

lief (Numbers 14:11; Hebrews
3:19), they were doomed to
wander aimlessly in the desert
(also called the wilderness) for
forty years (Numbers 14:34).
One day, an Israelite named
Korah, along with three of his
friends and 250 other popular
men, went to Moses and Aaron
(Numbers 16). They told Moses
and Aaron that they did not
like being told what to do. They
felt that they, too, should be
allowed to be leaders with au-
thority like Moses and Aaron.
This attempt to get more

power, and to have more influ-
ence and popularity among the
Israelites, was nothing more
than rebellion against God.

   ! 

SWALLOWED BY THE GROUND!SWALLOWED BY THE GROUND!

Korah and his friends should
have been content with the
important roles already given
to them by God. But they self-
ishly wanted more attention
and more importance.
Moses said that everyone

who wanted more authority
should bring his or her censer
(incense burner) to the taberna-
cle the next day to let God set-
tle the matter. In the mean-
time, much of the nation was
convinced to side with Korah
and his fellow rebels. So, the
next day, God threatened to
destroy the entire nation. But
Moses begged God to punish
only the ones who had started
the rebellion. So God told Moses
to warn the people to get away
from the tents of Korah and his
cohorts. Then God caused the

Earthquakes and volcanoes sometimes cause the ground to crack and split apart. Because of the sin of Korah and his
friends, God miraculously caused the ground to open and swallow the rebels.
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TRUE OR FALSE

1. _____ The Israelites rarely complained about anything.

2. _____ Joshua and Caleb offered several reasons 
why the Israelites should not enter Canaan.  

3. _____ Even though Moses disobeyed God by 
striking the rock when he was supposed to 
have only spoken to it, he was still allowed 
to enter the Promised Land.

4. _____ Twenty men from Israel were chosen 
to spy out the land of Canaan.

5. _____ God is displeased when people offer 
excuses for not obeying Him.  

6. _____ Philippians 2:14 says, “Do all things with
murmuring and disputing.”

7. _____ Korah and his sons never gave 
Moses and Aaron problems.

8. _____ The Israelites’ wilderness 
wanderings are recorded in 
the book of Numbers.

9. _____ Complaining and 
murmuring is a sin.

10. _   ____ Manna tastes like 
chicken.

Help the young Israelite boy find his
way to the Promised Land.
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SOLVE, FIND, AND CIRCLE

1. The number of spies who brought back an evil report
___________

2. The country where the Israelites were once slaves
___________

3. This man was told to speak to a rock and it would bring
forth water ___________

4. The two spies who brought back a good report
____________ and ___________

5. This man led a rebellion against Moses and Aaron
___________

6. The number of years the Israelites wandered in the
wilderness __________

7. Bread from heaven that God gave to the Israelites
__________

8 The mountain from which Moses viewed the Promised
Land ___________

9. A kind of bird God gave the
Israelites to eat __________ 

10. This person never once
complained or murmured
against God ___________

X B E L A C T B M

J E M W I P E A X

E O O V Y A N Q T

S F S G N N U E X

U N E H A X N Q V

S U S M U N E B O

Q Z K O R A H Q X

F F O R T Y A O L

Dear Digger Doug,
When God created, did
He know He was going
to make you and me
in the future, and
what we would
choose?
Naomi Purdom,
Age 8, 
Springdale, AR

Dear Naomi,
That is a very interesting question! God

is the Creator of all things—including time.
To God, there is no past, present, or future
as we understand them (2 Peter 3:8). God is
omniscient (awm-NI-shint), which means
that He knows everything, including what
we call the future. We see things only as
they happen, but God knows everything
that has ever happened or ever will hap-
pen. So, while God did not miraculously
make us individually, He knew all along
that you and I were going to be born.
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew
you; before you were born I sanctified you…
(Jeremiah 1:5; also read Psalm 139:13-16).
He knew who our parents were going to be,
what color hair we would have, even what
school we would go to. And yes, God even
knows the choices that we will make.
However, even though He knows what we
will do, He never forces us to do anything.
God gives each person the freedom to
choose between right and wrong. 

From the very beginning of human exis-
tence, God knew that man would sin and
need a Savior—so He planned for Jesus to
come to Earth and die for our sins. And, He
gave us the Bible as a guidebook for our
choices, so we would know what to do (read
2 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:3). As the
song says: “The Father up above is looking
down in love,” so 
we should be 
careful in every-
thing we do.
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After God sent ten plagues
upon Egypt, and the Pha-
raoh finally let God’s people

go free, they were on their way to
the land that God had promised
them, but something terrible hap-
pened. Moses chose twelve spies to
go to Canaan and come back with
a report. Numbers 13 explains
that ten of the spies returned and
said that there was no way to
overcome the Canaanites. Only
two spies (Joshua and Caleb) had
enough faith in God to believe
that He would help them take the
land. God thus forced the Israelites
to wander in the wilderness for
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ACTIVITY PAGES MAY BE COPIED FOR MULTIPLE STUDENT USE

SOLVE, FIND, AND CIRCLE: 1. Ten; 2. Egypt; 3. Moses; 4. Joshua; Caleb; 5. Korah; 6. Forty; 7. Manna;
8. Nebo; 9. Quail; 10. Jesus.  TRUE OR FALSE: 1-F; 2-F; 3-F; 4-F; 5-T; 6-F; 7-F; 8-T; 9-T; 10-F.

MOSES DISOBEYS GODMOSES DISOBEYS GOD
many years while everyone who
was over 20 years old (except
Caleb and Joshua) died because 
of their faithlessness.
During those years, the people

complained continually. They didn’t
have enough water. They didn’t
have enough bread. They didn’t
have enough meat. On one occa-
sion, they told Moses they were
dying of thirst. So, God told Moses:
“Speak to the rock before their
eyes, and it will yield its water;
thus you shall bring water for them
out of the rock” (Numbers 20:8).
However, instead of speaking to

the rock, Moses struck it with his
rod. God still allowed the water to
come forth, but Moses had dis-
obeyed God, and God was very
angry. He told Moses: “Because you
did not believe Me, to sanctify Me
in the eyes of the children of Israel,
therefore you shall not bring this
assembly into the land which I
have given them” (vs. 12).
Moses paid a high price for dis-

obedience. He had led the people
of Israel faithfully through the
wilderness for so many years.
Moses begged God to let him go
into Canaan (read his plea in
Deuteronomy 3:23-25), but God’s
decision remained unchanged. He
eventually instructed Moses to go

to the top of Mt. Nebo, where he
permitted Moses to look into the
Promised Land. Then, the Bible
says: “Moses the servant of the
Lord died there…according to the
word of the Lord. And He buried
him in a valley in the land of
Moab…but no one knows his
grave to this day” (Deuteronomy
34:5-6).
Moses was a great servant of

God. But even he was not exempt
from the penalties of sin. What a
valuable lesson there is for us in
this story!
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