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IT MIGHT SURPRISE YOU 
TO LEARN THAT THE BIBLE HAS A LOT TO 
SAY ABOUT HOW YOU HANDLE MONEY. 
Some people think God doesn’t really care about 
what His people do with money, but that is not 
the case. There are over 1,100 verses that discuss 
money and personal finances. About half of all 
the parables Jesus told had something to do with 
money. And it is estimated that about one out of 
every six verses in the New Testament deals with 
money. If God has so much to say about this sub-
ject, it must be very important. The following brief 
story helps us understand a Christian’s responsibil-
ity in regard to money.

Kevin loved the 20th of November. It was his 
birthday. Today happened to be 

the 20th of November, and he 

was turning 12. For 
the past 11 years 
his grandmother 
sent him a birth-
day card; but 
not just a plain 
old birthday 
card. She gave 
him 10 dollars—
for every year of 
his life! That meant 
he was going to get 
$120 today, if today 
was like the last 11 
years. For two weeks he 
had been thinking about 
what he wanted to buy. 
Amazon had the coolest remote 
control Hummer. It was “only” $89. 
If he bought that, he would have a 
little left to buy a new video game for 
his Playstation®. 

He put his clothes on and rushed downstairs. 
Just as he expected, the birthday card was 
waiting for him. His Dad had it in his 

hands, tapping it on the rail of 
the stairs.
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“Kevin,” said his Dad. “I think I’ve got something 
you might want.”

“Yes, sir. That looks like my birthday card from 
Grandma.” 

“It sure is, Son. And if I know your Grandma, this is 
going to be a lot of money.”

“I sure hope so,” Kevin answered with excitement.

Kevin’s Dad handed him the envelope. Kevin took 
it, opened it, and stared at the cash—six crisp $20 
bills. It was the most money he had ever been given 
at one time.

Kevin turned to go back upstairs, but his Dad 
stopped him.

“Kevin, it’s time we had a talk.”

“About what, Dad?”

“It’s time we talked about money—and God.”

Kevin had never really thought that God and 
money had much to do with each other. He was 

interested in what his Dad had to say.

“Ok, Dad,” said Kevin as he sat down on 
the couch in the living room.

“Let me ask you a question son. 
Whose money is that $120 you are 
holding?” 

That seemed like a very silly ques-
tion. It was his money. His grand-

mother gave it to him for his birthday. 
He was surprised his Dad asked such an 
odd question. He looked at his Dad and 
said, “It’s my money. Grandma gave it to 
me.” 

“Are you sure?” said his Dad. 

Kevin thought for a minute. 
Was he missing something? 
He didn’t owe his Dad any of 
it. Yes, he was confident the 
money belonged to him. 

“Yes, it is my money.”

“I thought you might 
say that, Kevin. But 

did you know it’s 
not your money?”

“I don’t under-
stand,” said 

Kevin in a puzzled voice. “Whose money is it?” 

“The Bible tells us that all things, including all the 
money in the world, belong to God. In Psalm 50:12 
God said: 'For the world is Mine, and all its fullness.' 
When King David was collecting material for Solo-
mon to build the temple, he prayed to God, 'For all 
things come from You, and of your own we have 
given You' (1 Chronicles 29:14). The money you are 
holding is really God’s money.” 

Kevin thought about that for a minute, and real-
ized his Dad was right.

His Dad continued: “God has given you the money 
to use, but it does not belong to you. God has made 
you a steward of His money.”

“What is a steward?” Kevin asked.

“A steward is someone who takes care of some-
thing for another person.”

“I think I’m starting to understand,” said Kevin. 
“Like last year when our neighbors left me in charge 
of feeding and walking their dog. He wasn’t my dog, 
but I was taking care of him for someone else.”

“Exactly, Kevin, I think you are beginning to 
understand.”

Kevin thought for a minute, then asked his Dad, 
“If this is God’s money, what does He want me to do 
with it?”

“That’s a great question. Let’s look at what the 
Bible says.”

Kevin’s Dad picked up his Bible from the coffee 
table and turned to 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, and read: 
“Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I 
have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you 
must do also: On the first day of the week let each of 
you lay something aside, storing up as he may pros-
per….” “Do you know what that means, Kevin?”

“I think so. That means on Sundays we should give 
some of our money to God when we meet with the 
Church.” 

“Very good, Kevin. You’re really picking up on this 
fast.”

“One thing I don’t understand, though, Dad. How 
much should we give? Should we give $1? $10?”

“Great question, Kevin. The verse says each per-
son should give ‘as he may prosper.’ That means the 
more a person has, the more he should give. If a 
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Give
GRATEFUL 
TO

IMAGINE HAVING A 
FRIEND NAMED TOM WHO HAD ABSO-
LUTELY NOTHING TO PLAY WITH—NO 
toys, no cool gadgets, no balls or games. So, you 
let this friend borrow all of your best possessions—
so many fun things to play with. Fast forward a 
few days…. You find Tom playing in the yard with 
some of the things that you lent him. You say to 
Tom, “Billy, who lives around the corner, didn’t get 
any presents for his birthday today. Money is tight 
because his dad lost his job. I’d like to give him one 
of the toys I let you borrow. You can still use the 
rest, but I just wanted to give him that ball over 
there. Ok?” What would you think if Tom said, “Aw, 
man! I don’t want to. I wanna keep playing with 
that. Can’t you give him one of the toys at your 
house instead? Or how about this toy over here. I 
know it doesn’t work as well and isn’t as nice, but 
Billy won’t mind?” No doubt, you would think that 
Tom is ungrateful and self-centered. He has no love 
in his heart for others and does not appreciate the 

favor you did 
for him. If Tom 
was grateful 
and unself-
ish, he would 
gladly give 
a toy to Billy 
because he cares 
for him and knows 
what it feels like not 
to have any toys. At 
the same time, he 
would thank you for let-
ting him use the toy in the 
first place.

Did you know that when 
we fail to give to God or 
give to God reluctantly, we 
are having the same atti-
tude that Tom had? When 
we give to those who are 
in need or give to God in 

the collection 
plate on Sundays, 
we are giving 
back to Him some 
of the money He lets us 
use, so that it can be used 
to help others. We should 
always be “ready to give” 
and “willing to share” (1 Tim-
othy 6:18), “not grudgingly 
or of necessity; for God loves 
a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 
9:7). Giving cheerfully shows our 
gratitude to God and our love of 
others. Are you a grateful giver?

person has $100 and gives as he prospers, then he 
will give more than a person who has $20.” 

“So, how much should I give?” Kevin said 
thoughtfully.

“Another great question, Kevin. But it is one you 
have to answer for yourself. In the Old Testament, 
the Jews were commanded to give at least 10 per-
cent of their income. That would mean you would 
give $12. But we are not under the Old Testament, 
we obey the New Testament.”

“Does that mean I could give less than $12?” said 
Kevin.

“Let’s think about that. In 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, the 
Bible says: ‘But this I say: He who sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he 
purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; 
for God loves a cheerful giver.’” 

“Do you understand these verses, Kevin?”

“Well, it seems like the Bible is saying that God 
blesses us more if we give more. And we should be 

happy to give and not be 
sad about it.” 

Kevin’s Dad patted 
him on the back. “That 
is what these verses are 
saying. Our lives will be 
better if we learn to give 

cheerfully. God knows 
that the more we give, the 

happier we will be. Let 

me show you another verse. Acts 20:35 says: “And 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 

“Kevin, do you understand what Jesus was saying?”’

“Yes, sir. He was saying that getting money and 
good stuff is fun and exciting, but giving things to 
God and others who need them makes a person feel 
even better than getting things.” 

Kevin’s dad closed his Bible. “I think you under-
stand quite well, Son. I trust that you will be a good 
steward of God’s money.”

Kevin went upstairs to his bedroom. After a little 
thinking, he took $20 out of the card. He decided to 
give it back to God on Sunday. He used the rest to 
buy the remote control truck. He had fun jumping 
ramps in the backyard. And even though he didn’t 
get that new video game, he felt great about the 
way he had taken care of the money God had let 
him use.

Becoming a good steward is an important part of 
being a Christian. In fact, in Luke 16:10, Jesus said: 
“He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in 
much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust 
also in much. Therefore if you have not been faithful 
in the unrighteous riches, who will commit to your 
trust true riches?” Jesus was saying that the way you 
handle money says a lot about your spiritual life. 
Let’s decide to give back to God cheerfully so our 
lives will be blessed like God wants them to be.

JEFF MILLER
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ActIvIty 

Pages

True or 
False

 1.   ____ Greed is not really sinful.
 2.  ____ All physical things are temporary.  
 3.  ____ God wants people to lay up for 

themselves treasures on Earth.
 4.  ____ The Bible talks very little about 

money, giving, and sins involving 
material things.

 5.  ____ A steward is someone who takes 
care of something for another 
person.  

 6.  ____ Becoming a good steward is an 
important part of being a Chris-
tian.

 7.  ____ Giving cheerfully shows our 
gratitude to God and our love of 
others.

 8.  ____ There are over 1,100 verses in 
the Bible that discuss money 
and personal finances.

In the wordsearch, find and circle  
the Bible books only

 1. ____ Be “ready to give” and “willing  
to share.”

 2. ____ “Give…not grudgingly or of 
necessity; for God loves a 
cheerful giver.”

 3. ____ “Be content with such things as 
you have.”

 4. ____ “Take heed and beware of 
covetousness, for one’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of 
the things he possesses.”

 5. ____ “Lay up for yourself treasures in 
heaven.”

 6. ____ “For the world is Mine, and all its 
fullness.”

 7. ____ “For all things come from You, 
and of your own we have given 
You.”

 8. ____ “Set your mind on things above, 
not on things on the earth.”

 9. ____ “It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.”

Q P L T Q L U K E I Q M
U N C H I L N E L T I V
Y A E O E K E O V A G T
D E E D L B P S A L M I
G O X U K O R C Y O A M
D C Q Z J Q S E B M C O
Z W H G B S P S W O T T
M V O R G Y B U I S S H
A W Y J O S V N A A M Y
T C O R I N T H I A N S
T H A C F S I F K M Y S
H Q E F I F B C J N Z I
E J Y E C N S Q L J R V
W M U A E Z A Q L E Y M
S B B T E V O S E H S V

On a Separate 
sheet of Paper

A. 2 Corinthians 9:7
B. Matthew 6:20
C. Psalm 50:12
D. 1 Timothy 6:18
E. 1 Chronicles 29:14

Match, FInd, 
and CIrcle

F. Hebrews 13:5
G. Luke 12:15
H. Acts 20:35
I. Colossians 3:2

Dear Digger Doug, 
Why do so many people 
believe in evolution? How 
did the theory start?  
—Colin Derringer,  
Berea, KY

Dear Colin,

Excellent questions! Many believe that Charles 
Darwin came up with evolution and published 
a book on it in 1859, but he actually only came 
up with a new part of evolution at the right 
time to make evolution popular. A man named 
James Hutton had helped make a millions-of-
years-old Earth popular with geologists in the 
late 1700s, which influenced a scientist named 
Charles Lyell (the “father” of modern geology) 
in the early 1800s, who, in turn, influenced 
Darwin to develop a theory of biology that 
agreed with an old Earth.

Long before Darwin, however, belief in some 
form of evolution had already existed—prob-
ably even by some before the Flood. After 
all, if a person does not want to believe in a 
Creator Who has done miracles, then he must 
believe in some form of evolution to try to 
explain the Universe without God (even though 
evolution still cannot actually explain the Uni-
verse). Since there have long been people who 
did not want to believe in God (Psalm 14:1), 
evolution has been around for a long time. 

Some people believe in evolution because they 
do not want to believe in God, and evolution 
gives them a “respectable” excuse. Maybe 
they are angry with God for something that 
they blame Him for, or perhaps they just 
want to be able to sin without worrying about 
what God will do to them. Others have heard 
only about evolution and just haven’t heard 
about Creation yet, or believe that the Bible 
allows for evolution. Some believe in evolution 
because they feel pressured by other scien-
tists, or because that is what “everybody” else 
believes. Whatever the reason, the evidence 
is clear: Creation, not Darwin’s evolution, 
explains the origin of life.

1. Explain why all Christians should be very 
giving people.

2. Discuss some ways that you 
receive money that you 
could then, in turn, give 
back to the Lord.

FIll In The 
BIble Verses 

(NKJV)

1. “Now concerning the collection for 
the saints, as I have given orders 
to the churches of Galatia, so you 
must do also: On the _______ day 
of the week let each of you lay some-
thing aside, _______  ___ as he may 
prosper, that there be no collections 
when I come” (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).

2. “______, and it will be ______ to 
you” (Luke 6:37).

3. “But seek ______ the kingdom of 
_____ and His righteousness, and 
_____ these things shall be added to 
you” (Matthew 6:33).
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QPLTQLUKEIQM
UNCHILNELTIV
YAEOEKEOVAGT
DEEDLBPSALMI
GOXUKORCYOAM
DCQZJQSEBMCO
ZWHGBSPSWOTT
MVORGYBUISSH
AWYJOSVNAAMY
TCORINTHIANS
THACFSIFKMYS
HQEFIFBCJNZI
EJYECNSQLJRV
WMUAEZAQLEYM
SBBTEVOSEHSV

DO I LOVE MY 
THINGS?

MATCH, FIND, AND CIRCLE: 1. D (1 Timothy 6:18); 2. A (2 Corinthians 9:7); 3. F (Hebrews 13:5); 4. G (Luke 12:15); 5. B (Matthew 6:20); 6. C (Psalm 50:12);  
7. E (1 Chronicles 29:14); 8. I (Colossians 3:2); 9. H (Acts 20:35). TRUE OR FALSE: 1-F; 2-T; 3-F; 4-F; 5-T; 6-T; 7-T; 8-T.  

FILL IN THE BIBLE VERSES: 1. first, storing up; 2. give, given; 3. first, God, all.

WE LIVE IN A COUNTRY 
WHERE WE ENJOY SO MANY BLESSINGS 
THAT MOST PEOPLE IN HUMAN HISTORY 
did not enjoy. We have plenty to eat, nice clothes to 
wear, comfortable homes, and air conditioned cars 
that take us wherever we want to go. Besides all these 
wonderful comforts, we have thousands of trinkets, 
toys, and play things. Maybe you have a tablet or iPad 
on which you can play games or watch movies. As you 
look around your room, you see many things that are 
yours—things that are pleasurable and that you enjoy.

But here’s the danger: it’s easy to allow these things 
to make you crave more. Even though you probably 
have more things than most children in the past ever 
had, you run the risk of not being thankful and content. 
So “be content with such things as you have” (Hebrews 
13:5). It is tempting for us to want more. “If I could just 
have that game;” “If I could just have that doll;” “If I could 
just get that action figure, I would be happy.” And the 
list of wants and desires goes on and on. We have a 
short period of excitement when we get what we want, 
but before too long, our excitement fades and we 
begin desiring something else.

A very harmful sin that the Bible describes is covet-
ousness or greed. It is easy for us to fall into that trap—
which will only lead to unhappiness, heartache, and sor-
row (1 Timothy 6:10). That’s why Jesus warned us: “Take 
heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of the things he possesses” 
(Luke 12:15). You may think that right now at your age, 
apart from school or church, your life involves mostly 
playing with and using the things you have. If so, please 
stop and think! All the things you have are temporary—
and that’s not what your life on Earth is about! Do not 
allow yourself to be attached to these things. Instead, 
spend time putting your mind on things 
above (Colossians 3:2) and think-
ing about God and spiritual 
things. We can’t go to heaven 
if we love things more 
than we love God and 
other people (1 Corin-
thians 6:10; Ephesians 
5:5). So let’s heed Jesus’ 
advice: “lay up for your-
self treasures in heaven” 
(Matthew 
6:20)!

DAVE MILLER
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