


THE DIVERSITY OF PLANTS AND 
ANIMALS ON EARTH RIGHT NOW IS AMAZING. WHEN WE 
ADD THE PLANTS AND ANIMALS THAT LIVED IN THE PAST, 
it is even more remarkable. One group of animals, known as pterosaurs, 
was among the most interesting and extraordinary groups of animals 
ever. The word “pterosaur” means a “winged lizard,” “flying lizard,” or “fly-
ing reptile.” In Genesis 1:21, we learn that on day five of Creation, “God 
created…every winged bird according to its kind.” When we read this 
in modern English, most of us think of birds with feathers, such as rob-
ins or hummingbirds. But Genesis was not written in English; it was 
written in Hebrew. The Hebrew language did not classify animals 
in the same way we do today. Our modern way to classify 
animals was actually “invented” by a man named Carolus 
Linnaeus—only about 300 years ago. The book of 
Genesis was written in about 1450 B.C., which is 

almost 3,500 years ago. 
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When Moses wrote Genesis in Hebrew, he most likely 
grouped animals by the way they moved, not necessarily 
by features such as having feathers, laying eggs, or being 
warm or cold blooded. So, instead of Genesis 1:21 saying 
“every winged bird,” it would be better translated some-
thing like “every flying creature.”  When we understand 
this, we can see that bats (even though we classify them 
today as mammals) would most likely have been included 
in Genesis 1:21 as “flying creatures.” And it might be that 
ostriches, because they run on the ground, would have 
been created on day six as a “beast of the Earth” (Gen-
esis 1:25). When we think more about this, we can understand that whales 
are mammals, but would most likely have been created on day five with sea 
creatures. Penguins would have been created on day five as well, though they 
might be included in the list of swimming animals and not the flying ones. 

That brings us back to pterosaurs. These astonishing flying reptiles would 
have been created on day five of Creation and would have flown over the 
newly created land and seas. They did not evolve from any other type of ani-
mal, nor did they evolve into other animals. God created them with their fasci-
nating traits and abilities. From the fossil record, we have discovered that there 

could have been as many as 100 different kinds of pterosaurs. The smallest 
one ever discovered is named Nemicolopterus. It had a wingspan of about 
10 inches. As for the largest flying reptile ever discovered, there is some 

argument about that. It is between the Cryodrakon and the Quetzalcoatlus (ket-
sul-ko-AT-luss). Scientists estimate that both of these flying reptiles had wing-
spans between 30-40 feet and would have weighed as much as 400 pounds. 
That means these huge flyers had wingspans longer than some airplanes! The 
fossils of these creatures suggest that when they landed and walked on the 
ground they used the elbows of their wings as front “legs” so that they walked 
on “all fours.”  To get a good idea of how tall they would have been, imagine 
them standing on the ground and being slightly taller than 
a giraffe.

Many pterosaurs also had unusual bony crests on their 
heads or beaks. Some were small and not that visible, but 
others were a major part of their anatomy. The Pteranodon 
was a big flyer (with a wingspan of about 23 feet) that had 
a long crest on the back of its skull that was almost as long 
as its beak. One flying reptile, the Nyctosaurus, had a body 
about one foot long, but it had a large antler-like crest that 
split into two long points. This crest was several inches 
longer than its whole body. Some researchers believe that 
many of these crests may have had brightly colored skin 
“sails” that covered them. 

Because pterosaurs are now extinct, like many other kinds of creatures such as woolly mammoths, dodo 
birds, and homing pigeons, we will not be able to see them in all their flying glory. But from the first week 
of Creation, Adam and Eve would have seen pterosaurs. Their children, grandchildren, great grandchil-
dren, and many more generations would have seen them as well, and would surely have praised God for 
His awesome creations.
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ERIC LYONS

‟DRAGON 
LEGENDS”

PTEROSAURS &

IT’S NOT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND, BUT MANY 
PEOPLE HAVE A HARD TIME ACCEPTING IT: ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE, GOD MADE ALL 

ANIMALS ON DAYS FIVE AND SIX OF CREATION. INCLUDED IN GOD’S CREATION 
on day five were dinosaur-like, flying reptiles (as well as dinosaur-like, water-living rep-

tiles). Then on day six, God made all land animals, including dinosaurs. [By definition, 
all dinosaurs were land-living animals.] So, the simple truth of the Bible is that all dino-

saurs and dinosaur-like reptiles were made along with everything else “in six days” (Exodus 
20:11). Indeed, Adam and Eve and many of our other ancestors once lived on the same planet as T. rex, Pter-
anodon, and Pterodactyl.

Dinosaur-like, flying reptiles (called pterosaurs) were first discovered in the fossil record and correctly inter-
preted as flying creatures in the early 1800s. Prior to that time, there is no evidence of anyone excavating and 
reassembling such fossils into accurate representations of these animals. Pterosaurs were simply unknown 
in the fossil record until about 200 years ago. (What’s more, the word “dinosaur” did not exist until the 1840s. 
The term is less than 200 years old!)

The 1800s were thousands of years after Creation. If dinosaurs and pterosaurs were actually created by 
God on days five and six of Creation, what kind of evidence might be “left behind” by ancient peoples? Let’s 
answer that question with another question: when you see something close-up that is quite amazing 

probably most closely resemble the dragons of Euro-
pean legend. Reptilian and featherless, pterosaurs 
flew on wings of hide that were supported by a single 
long and boney finger. The smallest pterosaur was 
the size of a sparrow, while Quetzalcoatlus—named 
after the Aztec god—had a wingspan of more than 
40 feet, making it the largest flying creature ever.”

Kids, think critically about this:

• If (as evolutionists have admitted) for thousands 
of years people all around the world told stories 
about seeing “dragons”;

• And if many dragon descriptions sound like the 
descriptions of dinosaurs and pterosaurs;

• And if we didn’t learn about dinosaurs and 
pterosaurs from the fossil record until the 1800s;

• Then it is logical to conclude (as the Bible 
teaches) that humans in the past once lived 
with these animals and passed down their 
sightings and interactions with them in the 
form of stories.

Such truths are exactly what we would expect to find 
if humans ever lived with dinosaurs and pterosaurs.

(such as a shark in the ocean or a grizzly bear in a 
mountain stream), what do you do the next time you 
see your friends? You tell them all about what you 
saw. It’s possible that the story of your encounter 
becomes a little exaggerated over time (as you tell 
family and friends, and as they, in turn, tell others). 
But part of the evidence for the existence of sharks 
and bears is found in the many people around the 
world who have seen them, interacted with them 
(however so dangerously), and told others about 
their experiences.

So what does this have to do with dinosaurs and 
pterosaurs? Simply that long before people began 
learning about them from the fossil record, people 
were talking about them. They didn’t call them 
“dinosaurs” or “pterosaurs” (since those words did not 
exist before the 1800s). They called them “dragons” 
(from the Latin word “draco” and the Greek “drakon”). 
A variety of  “dragon” accounts go back thousands of 
years and have been passed down from cultures all 
over the world. Many of these stories were no doubt 
embellished over time, but consider some of the 
common characteristics of these animals: 

• scaly, hard, elongated bodies

• long, serpent-like necks and tails

• horned, knobby, or crested heads

• some with bat-like wings (and some without)

• some with two legs and some with four

What do these ancient descriptions 
sound like? Everyone knows they 
sound like dinosaurs or pterosaurs. 
In fact, a number of dinosaurs and 
pterosaurs that have been unearthed 
in recent years have been given names 
that include the Latin or Greek terms for 
dragon—including Dracoraptor, Dracorex, 
Cryodrakon, and Ferrodraco. Various scientists 
have given names to dinosaurs and pterosaurs that 
include the term “dragon” because they know that 
the physical descriptions of certain dragons and 
dinosaurs sound alike. In fact, when a dinosaur 
was dug up in South Dakota in 2003, the scientists 
bluntly stated, “It’s a new type of dinosaur that 
looks like a dragon.”

In 2007, evolutionist Ker Than admitted the follow-
ing: “Of all the creatures that ever lived, pterosaurs 

DRACOREX
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Crossword 
Challenge

ActIvIty True or 
FalseOn A Separate 

Sheet of Paper

1. List some of the common 
characteristics of “dragons” and 
dinosaurs or pterosaurs.

2. Use the Bible and history to logically 
explain “dragon legends.”

1. _____ By definition, all dinosaurs were 
land-living animals.

2. _____ According to the Bible, God 
made all animals on days five 
and six of Creation.

3. _____ Dinosaurs and pterosaurs 
evolved millions of years before 
human beings.

4. _____ There is no evidence of anyone 
prior to the 1800s excavating 
and reassembling dinosaur and 
pterosaur fossils into accurate 
representations of these  
animals.

ACROSS:

1. Had a wingspan of about 23 feet

6. Day of Creation on which God made 
pterosaurs

7. The Greek word for dragon

8. The general name for dinosaur-like, 
flying reptiles

9. Bible prophet who wrote about the 
“fiery flying serpent”

DOWN:

2. The smallest pterosaur ever discovered

3. Had a wingspan of more than 40 feet

4. Day of Creation on which God made 
dinosaurs

5. Historian who wrote about “winged 
serpents” in 450 B.C.

7. The Latin word for dragon

5. _____ The word “dinosaur” has been 
around for 2,000 years.

6. _____ A variety of “dragon” accounts go 
back thousands of years and have 
been passed down from cultures 
all over the world.

7. _____ “Pterosaur” means “wingless  
dinosaur.”

8. _____ Herodotus wrote about serpents 
that had wings without feathers, 
and were like the wings of a bat.

MultIple 
ChoIce

1. “Pterosaur” means a
A. Winged lizard
B. Flying lizard
C. Flying reptile
D. All of the above 

2. The book of Genesis was  
written in about
A. 4000 B.C.
B. 1450 B.C
C. A.D. 100
D. A.D. 1986

3. When Moses wrote Genesis in Hebrew, he 
most likely grouped animals by
A. The way they moved
B. Whether they had feathers
C. Whether they laid eggs
D. Whether they were warm  

or cold blooded

4. The following animals lived on Earth when 
Adam and Eve were alive
A. Pterosaurs
B. Dinosaurs
C. Bears
D. All of the above
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A. pterosaurs 
B. Quetzalcoatlus
C. draco
D. five
E. Isaiah

F. six
G. Herodotus
H. Nemicolopterus
I. Pteranodon
J. drakon
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Fiery Flying 
Serpents

CROSSWORD CHALLENGE: Across: 1. I (Pteranodon); 6. D (Five); 7. J (Drakon); 8. A (pterosaurs); 9. E (Isaiah); Down: 2. H (Nemicolopterus);  
3. B (Quetzalocoatlus); 4. F (six); 5. G (Herodotus); 7. C (Draco). TRUE OR FALSE: 1. T; 2. T; 3. F; 4. T; 5. F; 6. T; 7. F; 8. T. 

MULTIPLE CHOICE: 1. D (All of the above); 2. B (1450 B.C); 3. A (The way they moved); 4. D (All of the above).
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FLYING REPTILES ARE 
INTERESTING TO US TODAY BECAUSE THEY ARE 
EXTINCT. TO THE PEOPLE IN THE PAST, HOWEVER, 

flying reptiles may have been more “everyday” animals, especially the smaller ones. 
Think about this: what animals do we see alive today that people in the future would 
find remarkable? I think giraffe fossils would be odd and interesting to those who 

have never seen one. What about an octopus or an ostrich?

The flying serpent was one of those interesting animals that lived in the past. What was 
this creature? We are not exactly sure. We read about it in Isaiah 30:6: 

Through a land of trouble and anguish, from which came the lioness and lion, the viper and fiery flying ser-
pent. They will carry their riches on the backs of young donkeys, and their treasures on the humps of camels.

As you read this verse, you see that animals such as the viper, lion, camel, and donkey are all listed. These ani-
mals don’t seem unusual to us, because we still have them around. In that same list we read about a “fiery flying 
serpent.”  We no longer see snakes with wings, so this creature seems unusual or even unreal. Since it is listed 
along with other real animals in the verse, there is no reason to think it is imaginary or impossible. In fact, other 
history sources talk about flying serpents. The ancient historian Herodotus wrote in about 450 B.C. He said: 

There is a place in Arabia to which I went, on hearing of some winged serpents…. The form of the serpent is 
like that of a water-snake; but he has wings without feathers, and as like as possible to the wings of a bat. 

Wouldn’t it have been neat to have been alive during the days of Isaiah or Herodotus and see those flying 
serpents? Maybe hundreds of years from now, people will be talking about how cool it would have been to have 
lived during the time of jelly fish or the giant octopus.
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