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A MESSIAH WHO “SNEAKS” INTO HISTORY?
Kyle Butt, M.A.

As Paul stood before King Agrippa’s throne,
relating the story of Christ, he declared of the
Messiah’s life: “This thingwasnot done in a cor-
ner” (Acts 26:26). Those few words have rever-
berated through centuries of history as one of
the hallmarks of the story of Jesus. Never was
the life, death,or resurrectionof Christmeant
tobekept secret—as somethingmightbewhen
it is stored away in a box in an abandoned attic,
tobediscovered later by accidentonlyby a for-
tunate few. Rather, the many facets of Christ’s
earthly ministry were readily available for inspec-
tionbyanyone, anytime, anywhere.

In fact, centuriesbeforeChrist set footonthe
Earth in human form, the prophets of old re-
peatedly had spoken of His impending arrival.
Over 300 messianic prophecies fill the pages of
the Old Testament. God did not try to “sneak”
the Messiah into human affairs under cover of
darkness and without warning. Truth be told,
Hewent to considerable effort to announce to
theworld thenewsof itsheraldedSavior.

One such instance canbe found inGenesis
49:10, wherein Moses wrote: “The scepter shall
not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from be-
tweenhis feet, until Shiloh comes.”Theword
“Shiloh”has longbeen recognizedbybiblical
scholars as another name for the Messiah. This
verse, then, explains exactly when the Messiah
was to arrive—when the scepter had departed
fromJudah.

Sowhat is the “scepter,” andwhendid itde-
part from Judah? The scepter was a staff kept in
possession of the elders of each of the twelve
tribes of Israel and engravedwith thenameof
the tribe. It symbolized the national sovereignty

and judicial power of God’s people. As long as
the scepter was in place, the Jews could govern
themselves, excommunicate oneof their own,
and even administer corporeal punishment (in-
cluding thedeathpenalty).

Interestingly, the scepter remained in place
evenwhile the Jewswere incaptivityunderboth
the Babylonians and the Medes and Persians. It
also remained inplace for a timeunderRoman
captivity—until theEmperor institutedprocu-
rators. When that occurred, even first-century
Jews recognized the departure of the scepter be-
cause the Romans (around A.D. 11) took away
the Jews’ right to administer capital punishment.
One Jewish teacher, rabbi Rachmon, put the
situation in these terms: “When the members
of the Sanhedrin found themselves deprived of
their rightover lifeanddeath, ageneral conster-
nation took possession of them; they covered
theirheadswithashes,andtheirbodieswithsack-
cloth, exclaiming: ‘Woeuntous, for the scepter
has departed from Judah, and the Messiah has
notcome’ ”(asquotedinMcDowell,1999,p.195).

Whenthemembersof theSanhedrin found
that theycouldnotput Jesus todeath themselves,
but had to request instead that Pontius Pilate, the
Romanprocurator, do soon their behalf (Luke
23:24), they shouldhaveknown theMessiahwas
in their midst, for that was the exact prophecy
Moseshadrecorded.Thescepterhad indeedde-
parted fromJudah—andtheMessiahhadindeed
come!Yet the Jews ignored thevoiceofGodand
demanded the death sentence for His only be-
gotten Son. Why? Because they were the peo-
ple who “always resisted the Holy Spirit” (Acts
7:51).

Woe to those individuals in
ourdayandagewho ignore the
powerful evidence thatGodhas
providedasproofof thedeityof
His precious Son, Jesus Christ!
Let us ensure that we today do
not become as blind to Christ’s
Sonship as those first-century
Jews.
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A series of recent studies by psychologist
MargaretEvans shows that childrennotonlyare
learning how to spell, add, and write in elemen-
tary school, but they also are learning organic
evolution.The first studydemonstrated that chil-
dren in their middle elementary-school years
(8- to 10-year-olds) were exclusively creationists,
whereas theoldest children (10.5- to12-year-olds)
werealmostexclusivelyevolutionists,withasmal-
ler number being creationists (Evans, 2000). So
at the time when most students are being intro-
duced to the life sciences, they also are receiving
a heavy dose of Darwinism. This battle over ori-
gins takes place around the time your child or
grandchild enters the 5th grade, and for all prac-
ticalpurposes isoverwhenheor she finishes the
7th grade—just a mere vapor of time. But the vic-
torof thewarultimatelywill control your child
or grandchild’s belief systemfordecades yet to
come.

Additionally,Dr.Evansdiscovered that the
emergence and distribution of beliefs about the
“origin of species” is highly influenced by par-
ents and school systems (Evans, 2001).During
this study, children were asked questions such as
“Did dinosaurs and people live on the Earth at

the same time?”The study showed that 90%of
studentswhohad activeparentswith strongbe-
liefs in theCreationandwhoattended schools
that promoted similar beliefs would grow up
believing that a supernatural Creator played a
role in their existence. Children’s natural his-
tory and religiousbackgroundpredictedwheth-
er they eventuallywouldbelieve inevolution.

Beproactive!Makesure thatyoudonotwake
up one morning and realize that this vapor of
timehas completley passed youby, only todis-
cover that your sonordaughterhasbeencaught
in the clutches of godless evolution—and has
abandonedhisorher faith.
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Q WastherobeplaceduponJesusscarlet
orpurple (Matthew27:28; John19:2)?

A Allwouldagree thatwe sometimes see
colors a little differently. What one per-

son calls blue, someone elsemaybemore spe-
cific and call navy blue. A die-hard football fan
may refer tohis team’s color as dark red,where-
as someone else who sees the team’s faded uni-
forms for the first time at the endof a grueling
season might conclude that the team’s color is
more maroon. While coloring pictures for their
parents, one child may color an orange-yellow
Sun, while the other draws a Sun that is bright
yellow.

Surely no one would accuse these individu-
als of lying or being deceitful because one was
more specific than another. Likewise, skeptics
have no solid ground on which to stand when
theydisregard commonsense andcreate bibli-
cal contradictions thatdonot exist. The simple
fact is, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John wrote
fromdifferentperspectives. Inthesamewaythat
individuals today lookat colors and seediffer-
ent tones, shades, and tints, the writers of the
gospels wrote about the trial and crucifixion of
Jesus fromdifferent angles.

The garmentplacedupon Jesus after his bru-
tal scourging likelywas similar to faded football
uniforms, but in His case we read of “a scarlet
robe...faded to resemble purple” (Wycliffe). [It is
difficult to imagine Pilate arraying Jesus’ bloody
body with a new robe. More likely, it was one
that hadbeenworn and cast off asworthless.]
Furthermore, according to Greek scholar A.T.
Robertson, therewere various shadesofpurple
and scarlet in the first century and itwasnot al-
ways easy to distinguish the colors or tints. In
fact, the ancients (especially the Romans) fre-
quently used the term “purple” when speaking
of various shades of red. Consequently, these
different colors sometimes would be called by
the same name. The charge of a contradiction
occuringwithin theScriptures in this instance
simplycannotbesustained in lightof the facts.
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