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Morals—Handed Down by Evolution, or by God?
Brad Harrub, Ph. D.

Rape.Murder.Adultery. Thesewords conjure
up ghastly images of actions that humans have
deemed unacceptable. But ask yourself this: Why
dohumanspossess a sense ofmoral law—right
andwrong?Haveweevolvedmorals,orwerehu-
mans, in fact, created in the image of God? The
late, eminent evolutionist of Harvard University,
George Gaylord Simpson, stated that although
“man is the result of a purposeless and materi-
alisticprocess thatdidnothavehiminmind,”
nonetheless “good and evil, right and wrong,
concepts irrelevant in nature except from the
human viewpoint, become real and pressing
features of the whole cosmos as viewed morally
because morals arise only in man” (1967, p. 364,
emp. added).

Past decadeshave seen the emergenceof anew
discipline that isnowbeing taught inmanyuni-
versities—a discipline formed to specifically com-
bat the idea thatGod set forth a certainmoral
“code” for humans to follow. Whenever college
freshmenperuse course catalogs, theynowfind
courses such as evolutionary psychology or so-
ciobiology. Regardless of the name used to de-
scribe the class, however, the goal remains the

same—to explain human behavior in Darwin-
ian terms and remove anybiblical implications.
College students now sit at the feet of professors
who attempt to address—using evolutionary pre-
suppositions—why humans rape, murder, and
commit adultery.

OnMarch16,2001,abiologyprofessorof the
University of New Mexico, Randy Thornhill,
delivereda lectureatSimonFraserUniversity at
Harbour Centre in Vancouver. His transcript
stated that “rape is evolutionary, biological, and
natural.”He further argued that “rape itself is an
adaptation, aproductofdirect selection for rape

in the past. Our male ancestors became ances-
tors inpartbecause theyconditionallyusedrape”
(Thornhill, 2001). In his new book, A Natural
History ofRape (coauthoredbyCraigT. Palmer),
Thornhill characterizedrapeasan“adaptive re-
productive strategy.” The authors contend that
rape is a sexual act that has its origins in what
could be called the “Darwinist imperative”—i.e.,
thedesire toreproduceandpassonone’sgenes.

Have we forgotten how to reason? If we al-
low these ludicrous seeds to be planted in the
hearts ofmenandwomen, then responsibility
for every abominable act will soon succumb to
ouralleged“animal ancestry.”

But the excuses for evil donot end there. In
anow-famous (or infamous) article in theNew
York Times Magazine, MIT professor of psychol-
ogy Steven Pinker argued that society should not
treatmotherswhokill their newborn children
the same way it treats those who kill older chil-
dren and adults. That’s because, in Pinker’s es-
timation, women who murder their newborn
babiesmaynotbe eithermadorevil, but instead
are unconsciously obeying primeval instincts
to sacrifice their children for the good of the
tribe (1997). Charles Darwin declared: “There is
no fundamental difference between man and
the higher mammals in their mental faculties”
(Darwin, 1898). A lion is not plagued by guilt
after killing a gazelle’s infant offspring for its
noonmeal.Adogdoesnot experience remorse
afterstealingabonefromoneofitspeers. Sonow
professorsexpoundthatmurder, rape,andadul-
tery are “natural responses” to our ancient evo-
lutionaryheritage.
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It is a well-known and widely admitted
fact thatbeliefshave implications—afact that
atheists and theists alike acknowledge. The
person who refuses to acknowledge the ex-
istence of God does indeed have little “lati-
tude of choice.” Simpson thus was forced
to conclude: “Discovery that the universe
apart frommanorbeforehis coming lacks
and lacked any purpose or plan has the in-
evitable corollary that theworkings of the
universecannotprovideanyautomatic,uni-
versal, eternal, or absolute ethical criteria of
right andwrong” (p. 364).

So where did man learn how to differen-
tiate right fromwrong?TheBibleclearlydem-
onstrates that whatever God approves, com-
mands, and does is good (Psalm 119:39,68;

cf. Genesis. 18:25). What He has commanded
results from the essence of His being—Who
He is—and therefore also is good. In the Old
Testament, the prophet Micah declared of
God: “He showed thee,Oman,what is good;
andwhatdoth Jehovah require of thee, but
todo justly, and to lovekindness, andwalk
humbly with thy God” (Micah 6:8). In the
New Testament, the apostle Peter admon-
ished: “As he who called you is holy, be ye
yourselves also holy in all manner of living;
because it is written, ‘Ye shall be holy: for I
amholy’ ” (1Peter. 1:15).Thebasic thrustof
God-based ethics concerns the relationship
ofmantotheOneWhocreatedandsustains
him.GodHimself is theunchanging stan-
dardofmoral law.Hisperfectlyholynature

is the ground or basis upon which “right”
and “wrong,” “good” and “evil” are deter-
mined.
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Presents a discussion of various systems of unbelief such as athe-
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THE BIBLE AND THE AGE
OF THE EARTH

Bert Thompson

Presents an in-depth discussion on
the controversial topic of the Bible
and the age of the Earth, including
the scriptural evidence for a young
Earth, refutations of false old-Earth

theories (Day-Age, Gap, Modified
Gap, etc.), relevance and impor-
tance of biblical genealogies, and

exegesis of applicable Old and New
Testament passages pertinent to

this extremely important subject.
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IN DEFENSE OF THE
BIBLE’S INSPIRATION

Bert Thompson

Presents an examination of the Bi-
ble’s claims for its own inspiration
and the numerous evidences that
establish it as the inspired Word of
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phetic accuracy, and incredible
scientific foreknowledge.
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On December 13, 2001, Abiomed, a medical
technology company, posted apress release on
theirWeb site announcing thedeathof a second
AbioCorTM artificial heart recipient. This an-
nouncement came just thirteendays after the
announcement that the firstpatient enrolled in
the AbioCorTMclinical trial had died. It is with
sincere sadness thatwe conveyour sympathy to
those families that aremourning the loss of these
two individuals. In light of these heart-rending
events, however, it is important for us to con-
template thebigger picture.Canmanmake a re-
placementheart thatworks, andifnot,whynot?
Thequest todesign andmanufacture an artifi-
cial heart startedduringWorldWar II.During
this period, medics often were called upon to
remove shell fragments fromsoldiers, and a val-
ue suddenlywasplacedonaheart replacement.

There have been many attempts to create an
artificial heart—the most famous being the Jar-
vik-7. However, patients receiving these artificial
heartsall sufferedfromnumerouscomplications
(hemorrhage, stroke, sepsis, etc.). In addition, pa-
tients were forced to live a severely restricted life-
style. The latest attempt is the AbioCorTM Im-
plantableReplacementHeart,which is fabricated
from plastic and titanium and weighs less than
2pounds.

Considering the millions of dollars spent to
produce this new artificial heart, and the count-
lesshoursofresearchanddevelopmentthatwere
required,onewouldexpect that thisdevicewould
benothing less thana state-of-the-artwonder!
However, Robert Tools, the first patient to re-
ceive an AbioCorTM heart, lived only 151 days.
The person who received the fourth implant
survivedonly56days.Why is this the case?Have-
n’t evolutionists frequently reminded us that
humans“evolved”overmillionsof years from
an amoeba-like creature? If the human heart is
merely another product of the naturalistic pro-
cess of organic evolution (which, by definition,
has no direction or intelligent design behind it),
then humans (who can direct and design intri-
cate processes) shouldn’t have any problem re-
creating it, should they? Yet millions of dol-
lars, and countless hours of intense effort by
hundreds of highly trained researchers, have
been able to extend human life only a hun-
dred days or so?!Could it be that we have not
givenGod enough credit forHis ability tode-
signandcreate theamazinghumanbody?

Brad Harrub

Q What did God create on the first day
ofCreation?

A Oftentimes, when a person is asked
whatGodmadeondayoneof theCre-

ationweek,he respondsby saying simply, “God
made light.”Whenyoungpeople sing the “Days
ofCreation” song (where eachverse in the song
correspondswithwhatGoddidduringeachday
of the Creation week), the first verse they sing
is: “Day one, day one, God made light when
there was none.” Both of these statements are
true. Genesis 1:3-5 states: “Then God said, ‘Let
there be light’; and therewas light.AndGod saw
the light, that it was good; and God divided the
light from the darkness. God called the light
Day, and the darkness He called night. So the
eveningandthemorningwere the firstday.”But
was light theonly thing thatGodcreatedonthe
firstdayofCreation?

Theworkofdayonemayappearat first to in-
cludeonly the creationof light.However, itwas
not the only thing God made on day one. If
light were the only thing created on day one,
thenonemust askwhence thewater came that
alreadywas in existenceonday two. Foron the

second day of Creation, God made an expanse
to divide “the waters from the waters” (Genesis
1:6).Apparently, these “waters” already were pres-
ent on day two when the expanse (atmosphere)
wasmade. In fact, that is exactlywhatGenesis 1:
1-2 teaches: “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. The earth was without
form, andvoid; anddarknesswason the faceof
the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering
over the face of the waters” (emp. added). The
initial creation of the earth (on day one) con-
sisted of a watery, unformed-and-unfilled sub-
stance over which the Spirit hovered. (Remem-
ber, itwasnotuntil day three thatGodmadean
Earth composed of land, sea, and vegetation.)
Thus,Godnotonly created lightondayone (vs.
3-5), but alsomade “theheavens and the earth”
(vs. 1-2).

Contrary to what some may think, on day
oneGodcreated theheavens, the earth, and light.
Although it is correct to singand teach thatGod
made lightondayoneofCreation,we alsomust
not forget thaton the samedayGodcreated the
“heavensandtheearth.”

Eric Lyons


