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After Cain killed Abel and was declared a
“fugitive and vagabond” by God (Genesis 4:
12), the Bible says that he “went out from the
presence of the Lord and dwelt in the land of
Nod” (4:16). It was in this land that “Cain
knew hiswife” (4:17), and it was here that his
son, Enoch, was born.

When a person reads about Nod in Gene-
sis 4, he often pictures a land where a large
group of people already were dwelling by the
time Cain arrived. Because the Bible gives
this land a name (“Nod”), many assume it
was called such before Cain went there. Fur-
thermore, many believe that it was in this land
that Cain found his wife. Based upon these
assumptions, someeven claim that God must
have specially created other humans besides
Adam and Eve, otherwise there would not
have been a land of Nod, nor would Cain
have been able to find a wife there. Are these
assumptions and conclusions correct? What
can be said about these matters?

Itis very likely that when Moses wrote the
name “Nod” (Genesis 4:16), he was using a
figure of speech called “prolepsis” (the assign-
ment of something, such asan event or name,
to a time that precedes it). People often use
prolepsis for the sake of convenience, so that
thereader oraudience can better understand
whatis being communicated. For example, I
might say, “Mywife and I dated two years be-
fore we got married,” when actually she was
not my wife when we were dating, but a very
dear friend. We may see a special on televi-
sion about when President George W. Bush
was a boy, but the fact is, George W. Bush was
not President of the United States when he
was a child. From time to time, even the Bible
uses this kind of language. In John 11, the
Bible speaks of a woman named Mary who
“anointed the Lord with ointment” (11:1-2),
yet this anointing actually did not occur for
about three months. John merely spoke about
it as having already happened because when
he wrote his gospel account this event was
generally known. Another example of pro-
lepsis is found in Genesis 13:3 where we read
that Abraham “went on his journey from the
South as far as Bethel.” This area actually did
not wear the name Bethel until years later
when Jacob gave it that name (Genesis 28:

19). However, when Moses wrote of this name
hundreds of years later, he was free to use it
even when writing about a time before the
name actually was given.

When Moses used the name Nod in Gen-
esis 4, the reader must understand the land
probably was not given that name until some-
time after Cain moved there. This is consis-
tent with the meaning of the name Nod (“wan-
dering”), which in all probability was given
because God told Cain he was to be a wan-
derer upon the Earth (Genesis 4:12). Thus,
the land of Nod almost certainly was not an
area filled with people whom Cain would even-
tually befriend. It would become that in time;
nevertheless, it probably was not such a place
upon his arrival.

But, someone might ask, did Cain not find
his wife in the land of Nod? Actually, the Bible
never tells us that Cain’s wife came from Nod.
The text simply says that Cain “dwelt in the
land of Nod on the east of Eden. And Cain
knew his wife, and she conceived and bore
Enoch” (Genesis 4:16-17).

To conclude that God specially created oth-
ers besides Adam and Eve because “there was
a large group of people living in Nod when
Cain arrived” and “from this group Cain got
his wife” is faulty reasoning and sheer specu-
lation. Scripture does not teach the above
premises, nor does it ever hint that God spe-
cially created others than Adam and Eve. In
fact, the Bible teaches the very opposite when
itexplicitly states that Adam was the first man
(1 Corinthians 15:45) and that Eve would be
the mother of all living (Genesis 3:20, emp.
added). It seems clear that there could have
been no other people on the Earth contem-
poraneous with them (except, of course, their
own children). Even though some allege that
God specially created other people in addition to
Adam and Eve during the creation week, such
cannot be defended logically in light of what
Scripture teaches.

[NOTE : If you would like to read further
on this subject, go to www.apologeticspress.org,
look under the subheading “FAQs,” and read
the article titled “Where Did Cain Get His
Wife?” (httpy//www.apologeticspress.org/articles/
2181).]
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Have you visited our Web site recently? If you haven’t, we hope that you will con-
sider doing so. We update it every Monday with new articles that are instructive,
timely, as well as biblically and scientifically sound.
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What can I do to help children in
my community hear the truth about
creation and intelligent design?

A The battle over what will be taught in
the science classes of our public schools
has reached a feverous pitch. Those who be-
lieve in an Intelligent Designer are making
huge strides in their efforts to open the eyes
of the scientific community to the mass of
evidence that uncovers numerous and seri-
ous flaws in Darwinism and evolution (see
Butt, 2005). Those who hold fast to the gen-
eral theory of evolution continue to do all
that 1s in their power to keep this evidence
from getting a fair hearing in the classroom.
What canyoudo to help the students in your
community learn the truth about the flaws
in evolution? How can you help children see
the scientific evidence that points overwhelm-
ingly toward an Intelligent Designer?
There are many outlets at your disposal. You
could attend school board meetings in which
textbooks are chosen. You could write letters
to the members of your school board asking
them to push for the inclusion of material on
Intelligent Design. There also remains another,
more directapproach thathas been taken. Re-
cently, with the release of one of our latest books,
Truth Be Told, one congregation in Tennessee

A host of social indicators document the
continuing moral and spiritual decline of
America. Two of the most recent ought to
evoke national mourning. One comes from
abiennial study of the sexual content of tele-
vision programming by the Kaiser Family
Foundation. Their findings: The number of
sexual scenes on television has nearly dou-
bled since 1998. The study found that 70% of
all shows include some sexual content, and
that these shows average five sexual scenes
per hour (Graham and Kingsley, 2005, emp.
added).

The second social indicator comes from
a report by the National Center for Health
Statistics that summarizes the 2004 birth rates
for the United States. Childbearing by un-
married women reached a record high of al-
most 1.5 million births in 2004. More than
4 in 5 births to teenagers were nonmarital.
Over half of births to women in their early
twenties and nearly 3 in 10 births to women
aged 25-29 were to unmarried women. This
data means that in 2004, 35.7 percent of all
births were illegitimate (Hamilton, et al.,
2005, emp. added).

These social indicators are staggering! From
the 1960s to the present, American civiliza-
tion is being sucked into the vortex of sexual
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approached the principal of their small com-
munity school and gave him a copy of the
book to preview for a couple of weeks. At the
end of that time, they asked if he would mind
if they donated one of these books to every
5" grader in the school (about 120 students).
A letter was sent home to the parents of the
children asking permission to send the book
home with them. In the end, well over 90%
of all the 5" graders in that small county school
were given a book free of charge by the local
congregation. Think what an impact could
be madeifscores of congregations across our
country would work with a view toward get-
ting accurate materials on creation into the
hands of the children themselves. We have
heard other reports of people donating our
materials to public school libraries, city li-
braries, and individual public school class-
rooms. We must focus our attention on put-
ting the right information into the hands
of those who need it most: the children.

[NOTE: If you would be interested in donating
larger quantities of our materials, we will be more
thanwilling to work with you on pricing issues. |
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disorder and confusion. The dismantling of
the Christian foundations of America has re-
sulted in a plethora of sexually deviant ac-
tions. America is literally spiraling down-
ward into the abyss of moral depravity and
degradation. Many are emulating the adul-
terous woman, who “eats and wipes her mouth,
and says, ‘T have done no wickedness’ ” (Prov-
erbs 30:20). But God still warns: “flee sexual
immorality” (1 Corinthians 6:18). Indeed, doom
1s inevitable for a nation gripped by such wide-
spread sexual anarchy. “Stolen water is sweet,
and bread eaten in secret is pleasant. But he
does not know that the dead are there, that
her guestsare in the depths of hell” (Proverbs
9:17-18).
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