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THE PREDICTED MESSIAH
Kyle Butt, M.A.

In hindsight, a good mystery fits to-
gether perfectly, like the variouspieces
of an intricate puzzle that need but

one final piece to link the parts that form
the completedmagnificentpanorama.Until
that final piece is added, the mystery is
virtually impossible tograsp in its entirety.
In fact, while the mystery is developing,
the inquisitor’s greatest challenge is to as-
sess correctly which pieces of information
or evidence are of significance and which
are the banal elements that add nothing
of consequence to the story. Is it impor-
tant that Mr. Brown forgot his hat at the
train station?Does itmatter that thewater
faucet in thekitchen suddenly isnotwork-
ingproperly? Inevitably, theastute inquisi-
tor accurately pinpoints those elements in
the story that are of great import. The less
astute inaccurately labels ordinary events
as important, or fails to understand fully
events that were of major consequence.

Such is the casewhenapproaching the
study of the predicted Messiah, or, as it
were, when solving themysteryof theMes-
siah.AnyonefamiliarwithNewTestament
writings isquitefamiliarwiththeterm“mys-
tery” as it is applied to God’s plan for the
redemption of the human race through
the predictedMessiah.Paulwrote concern-
ing this mystery: “But we speak the wis-
dom of God in a mystery, the hidden wis-
dom which God ordained before ages for
our glory” (1 Corinthians 2:7). In his let-
ter to theColossians,he stated: “Ibecame
a minister according to the stewardship
from God which was given to me for you,
to fulfill the word of God, the mystery
which hasbeenhiddenfromagesandfrom

generations, but now has been revealed
to his saints” (1:25-26). Paul’s epistle to
the Ephesians contains similar comments:
“[I]f indeed you have heard of the dispen-
sationof thegraceofGodwhichwasgiven
to me for you, how that by revelation He
made known to me the mystery…which
in other ages was not made known to the
sonsofmenas ithasnowbeenrevealedby
the Spirit to His holy apostles and proph-
ets” (3:3,5).

The New Testament writers identified
for us several characteristics of this Mes-
sianic mystery: (1) The mystery revolves
around the prophesied Messiah and the
redemptionofmankind; (2)Themystery
isonethathasbeenhiddeninvariousways
from all generations of people prior to
the time of the New Testament; (3) The
various tenets of the mystery are divinely
revealed and made known only through
divine communication; (4) During the
times of the New Testament writers, God
revealed the final piece of the mystery to
theNewTestamentwriters themselves.

The intention of this discussion is to
trace out the various divinely revealed ten-
ets of the Messianic mystery. Upon com-
pletion of that task, we must then deter-
mine if, in truth, theNewTestamentwrit-
ers did possess the final, completing piece
of that mystery. We have dealt in other
places with the tracesof a Saviororiginat-
ing from various sources outside the bib-
lical writings (see Butt and Thompson,
2001). Therefore, since the Hebrew Scrip-
tures are renowned forbeing themost com-
plete repository of Messianic predictions
available, wewill focusour attentionupon
them.

OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES

In contemplating the Old Testament,
Jewish Scriptures, it would be benefi-

cial for us to consider several important
featuresof thewritings.First, theopening
eleven chapters of the first book,Genesis,
do not relate to the Hebrews only, but to
thebroader scopeofhumanityas awhole.
These chaptersdescribe the creationof the
Universe, the fall of man from his perfect
stateof innocence, thewickednessofman
and the destructive, worldwide Flood, and
the repopulation of the Earth. They con-
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tain approximately 2,000yearsofhistory,
not a year of which necessarily has any-
thing to do with the Jewish nation, any
more than with any other nation.

Second, the remainder of the Old Tes-
tament, from Genesis 12-Malachi focuses
primarily onthedescendantsofAbraham.
Note that the narratives and terms often
used todescribethesedescendantsarenone
too flattering. They are called stubborn,
stiff-necked, sinful, rebellious, andahost
of adjectives equally as caustic (see Deu-
teronomy9:7; Ezekiel 2:3-10;Hosea 4:16).
And yet, these descendants of Abraham
are theones responsible forpreserving the
very Scriptures that repeatedly rebuked
them fortheir idolatrousbackslidingfrom
God. Remember, too, that they could have
altered and preserved these writings in a
more flattering form. From archaeologi-
cal finds we have learned that other na-
tions surroundingancientIsraeloftenchose
to embellish their history, intentionally
excluding derogatory remarks or events
concerning themselves.

Whydid the Israelitespreserve thewrit-
ings as they did? The answer to this is ac-
tually twofold.First, theybelieved thepar-
ticular writings that they preserved to be
inspired byGod,abelief that canbeproven
beyonddoubt (seeThompson, 2001).But
second, each of the 39 books contains a
calculated revelation describing some as-
pect of the comingMessiah,who, accord-
ing to these Scriptures, is not only des-
tined to save the nation of Israel, but the
entireworld. Infact, thereadercannotprog-

ress far into the Old Testament writings
before he is inundated with descriptions
of, and predictions concerning, the com-
ing Messiah.

WERE THE JEWS LOOKING FOR A MESSIAH?

It has been suggested that the ancient
Jewish scribes, rabbis, andgeneralpop-

ulation were not really looking for a per-
sonal Messiah. Eminently respected Mes-
sianic Jewish author David Baron first
published hiswork,Rays ofMessiah’sGlory,
in 1886. In that volume, Baron wrote:

I am aware also that in recent times
many intelligent Jews, backed by ra-
tionalistic, so-called Christians...deny
that there is hope of a Messiah in the
Old Testament Scriptures, and assert
that the prophecies on which Chris-
tians groundsuchabelief containonly
“vagueanticipationsandgeneralhopes,
but no definite predictions of a per-
sonal Messiah,” and that consequently
the alleged agreement of the gospel
history with prophecy is imaginary
(2000, p. 16).
In his statements that refute the “non-

Messianic” view of Old Testament Scrip-
ture, Baron wrote: “Even Maimonides, the
great antagonistofChristianity,composed
that article of the Jewish creed which unto
the present day is repeated daily by every
true Jew: ‘I believewith aperfect faith that
the Messiah will come, and although His
coming be delayed, I will await His daily
appearance’ ” (p. 18). He commented fur-
ther: “AbenEzra,Rashi,Kimchi,Abarbanel,

and almost every other respectable and
authoritative Jewish commentator, al-
though not recognizing Jesus as theMes-
siah, are yet unanimous that a personal
Messiah is taught in the Old Testament
Scriptures” (pp. 19-20). Baron also noted
that only an “insignificant minority of
the Jews” had dared to suggest that the
Old Testament lacks definitive predictions
of apersonalMessiah.He then eloquently
stated: “[W]ith joy we behold the nation
[Jews—KB], as such, still clinging to the
anchor which has been the mainstay of
theirnational existence for somanyages—
the hope of a personal Messiah, which is
the essence of the Old Testament Scrip-
tures” (p. 20).

In his volume, The Messiah in the Old
Testament: In Light of Rabbinical Writings ,
RistoSantalawrote: “Ifwe study theBible
and the Rabbinic literature carefully, we
cannot fail to be surprised at the abun-
dance of Messianic interpretation in the
earliest works known to us...the Talmud
states unequivocally: ‘All the prophets
prophesied only for the days of the Mes-
siah’ ” (1992, p. 22).

In regard to specific Old Testament
prophecies, aplethoraof rabbinical com-
mentary verifies that the nation of Israel
certainly had in view a coming Messiah.
Concerning Genesis 49:10, the noted au-
thor Aaron Kligerman wrote: “The rab-
bis of old, though not agreeing with each
other as to themeaningof therootShiloh,
were almost unanimous in applying the
term to the Messiah” (1957, pp. 19-20). Im-
mediately after this statement,Kligerman
listed the Targum Onkelos, Targum Jeru-
salem, and the Peshito all as referring to
Genesis49:10asaMessianicprophecypoint-
ing toward an individual, personal Mes-
siah (p. 20). With reference to Genesis 49:
10, David Baron wrote:

With regard to this prophecy, the first
thing I want to point out is that all
antiquity agrees in interpreting it
of a personal Messiah. This is the
view of the LXX Version [Septuagint—
KB]; the Targumim of Onkelos, Yon-
athan, and Jerusalem; theTalmud; the
Sohar; theancientbookof“Bereshith
Rabba;” and among modern Jewish
commentators, evenRashi,whosays,
“Until Shilohcome, that isKingMes-
siah, Whose is the kingdom” (2000,
p. 258, emp. added).
Concerning thebookof Isaiahand the

predictive, Messianic prophecy contained
within it, Santala stated: “The Messianic
nature of thebookof Isaiah is so clear that
theoldest Jewishsources, theTargum,Mid-
rashand Talmud, speak of the Messiah in
connection with 62 separate verses” (1992,
pp. 164-165). Santala then, in a footnote,
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proceeded to list several of those verses,
including Isaiah 4:2, 9:5, 10:27, 11:1, 11:6,
14:29, 16:1, 28:5, 42:1, 43:10, 52:13, and 60:1
(p. 165).

The prophet Jeremiah contains mate-
rial that has longbeen recognized asMes-
sianic in nature. Concerning Jeremiah 23:
5-6, Baron wrote: “There is scarcely any
contrary opinionamongancientandmod-
ernJews but that this is aMessianic proph-
ecy” (2000, p. 78).

In truth, statements that verify that the
ancient Israelite nation recognized certain
passages in the Old Testament as Messi-
anic are legion. Regardless of what a per-
son believes about the identity of the Mes-
siah, it cannotbe gainsaid that thenation
of Israel, through the influence of theOld
Testamentwriters,hasbeenwaitingforHis
coming.

THE PROTEVANGELIUM

Virtually from the first glimpse of
human life on the Earth, traces of

thepredictedMessiahweredivinelyrevealed
to mankind. All too familiar is the tragic
story of the fall of man. Under God’s gra-
cious care, Adam and Eve were specially
designed to suit each other’s needs and
were ushered into the Edenic Paradise, the
joys of which humanity has not seen since
nor will see again this side of eternity. God
gave the first family only one prohibitory
commandment—that they shouldnot eat
from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil. If they chose to rebel against this
loneprohibition,Godinformedthemthat
the consequence would be death. Yet de-
spite God’s gracious warning, Eve’s senses
were dulled by her evil desires, and she
soon fell prey to the deceitfulness of sin,
convincing her husband Adam to join in
her rebellion.

Into this scene of shame and sin, God
brought judgmentuponallpartiesinvolved.
Death would be the consequence of this
sinful action, as well as increased pain in
childbirth for the woman and increased
hardship and toil for the man. Yet in the
midst of God’s curse upon the serpent,
He included a ray of glorious hope for hu-
manity.To the serpentHe said: “And Iwill
put enmitybetweenyour seedandherSeed;
He shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise His heel” (Genesis 3:15). This brief
statementmadebyGodtotheserpentcon-
cerningtheSeedofwomanisoftenreferred
to as the protevangelium. J.A. Huffman
commented on the passage:

Here theprophecyof adeliverer is un-
mistakablyuttered.Evena temporary
bruise, that of theheel, suggesting the

apparent, momentary defeat of the
deliverer ispredicted:but, at the same
time, the deliverer’s ultimate and fi-
nal triumphisprophesied, inhisbruis-
ingof the serpent’s head,whichmeans
a fatal blow (1956, p. 38).
The Jewish scholar,AaronKligerman,

noted that three things stand out in this
first prediction of the Messiah, “namely
that the Deliverer must be—(A) of the seed
of woman and (B) That He is to be tempo-
rarily hinderedand(C)Finallyvictorious” (1957,
p. 13, italics in orig.). Kligerman further
noted that the ancient rabbinical opin-
ions found in the Palestinian Targum tes-
tify “that in Genesis 3:15 there is prom-
ised a healing of the bite in the heel from
the serpent, which is to take place ‘at the
end of the days, in the days of King Mes-
siah’ ” (p. 14). [NOTE: The Targums “are
interpretive renderingsof thebooksofHe-
brew Scriptures...into Aramaic” (Metzger,
1993). Suchversionswereneededwhen the
major populations of the Jews no longer
spoke Hebrew as their primary language.
Metzger further explained that the oral
Targum began as a simple paraphrase of
the text, “but eventually it became more
elaborate and incorporated explanatory
details.” JohnStenning, inhisdetailed ar-
ticle on the Targum, explained that the
oral Targum was introduced several years
prior to the first century A.D. in connec-
tionwith “the customof reading sections
from the Law at the weekly services in the
synagogues” (1911).]

Of the protevangelium, Charles A.
Briggs , inhis classicwork,MessianicProph-
ecy, noted:

Thus we have in this fundamental
prophecy explicitly a struggling, suf-
fering, but finally victorious human
race, and implicitly a struggling, suf-
fering and finally victorious son of
woman, a second Adam, the head of
the race.... The protevangelium is a
faithful miniatureof theentirehistory
of humanity, a struggling seed ever
battling for ultimate victory...until
it is realized in the sublime victories
of redemption” (1988reprint,p.77).

Briggs went on to comment that the prot-
evangelium“is theonlyMessianicproph-
ecy which has been preserved from the
revelations made by God to the antedilu-
vian world” (p. 77).

Here, then, is theseminalprophecymade
to pave the way for all others that would
deal with the coming of the great Deliv-
erer of mankind. Several qualities of this
comingDelivererarereadilyapparent.First,
He will come in human form as the seed
of woman. Second, He will defeat the ef-
fects of sin brought about by the fall of

manandtheentranceof sin intotheworld.
Third, He will be hindered in His redemp-
tive activityby the serpent, Satan,whowill
inflict uponHimaminorwound. Fourth,
He will ultimately overcome the wound
of Satan and finally triumph. In this first
predictionof theMessiah,wecatchanun-
derlying theme of a suffering, victorious
redeemer—a theme thatwill be fleshedout
in the remaining pages of the Old Testa-
ment.

THE SEED OF ABRAHAM

The protevangelium in Genesis 3:15
predicted that the conquering Mes-

siah would belong to the seed of woman,
takingonahuman form.But that feature
alone, admittedly, does not help much in
identifying the Messiah, since billions of
peoplehavebeenbornofwoman. Inorder
forMessianicprophecy toprepare its read-
ers for theactualMessiah, the scopewould
need to be narrowed.

Suchnarrowingof theMessianic scope
can be seen in God’s promise to the patri-
arch, Abraham. In Genesis 12, the Bible
records the fact thatGod specifically chose
Abraham from among all the peoples of
the world (Genesis 12:1-3). Through Abra-
ham, God promised that all the nations
of the world would be blessed, and that
Abraham’s descendants would multiply
as the sand of the sea and the stars of the
sky. As Huffman noted, “It was to Abra-
ham, the son of Terah, a descendant of
Shem, that God gave a peculiar promise,
onewhichcouldnotbeomitted inany se-
rious effort to trace the Messianic hope”
(1956, p. 41). For many years, this promise
of progeny remained unfulfilled due to
the fact that Abraham’s wife, Sarah, was
barren. In order to “help” God fulfill His
promise, Abraham and Sarah devised a
plan bywhichAbrahamcouldhaveachild.
Sarah sent her handmaid, Hagar, to serve
as a surrogate wife to Abraham. As a re-
sult of this union, Hagar conceived and
gave birth to a child named Ishmael.

In Genesis 17, God renewed His cove-
nant with Abraham and instructed Abra-
ham to institute circumcision as a sign of
the covenant. In Genesis 17:19, God in-
formed Abraham that Sarah would have
a son named Isaac. In an interesting con-
versation with God, Abraham petitioned
God to let Ishmael be the son of promise
and theheirofthecovenantthatGodmade.
Yet God insisted that Ishmael was not the
son of promise and that the promise of
all nations being blessed through Abra-
ham’s descendantswouldnotpass through
Ishmael, butwouldbefulfilledonlythrough
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Isaac. God said: “But My covenant I will
establishwithIsaac,whomSarahshallbear
to you at this set time next year” (Genesis
17:21). JamesSmith, inwritingaboutGod’s
promise tobless all nations throughAbra-
ham, noted that this promise “has Messi-
anic implications. Both the Church Fa-
thers and Jewish Rabbis so interpreted it”
(1993, p. 47). Aaron Kligerman concurred
when he wrote about God’s promise to
Abraham: “This is more than the prom-
ise of ‘The Hope of a Prosperous Era.’ It is
a promise of the coming of a ‘Personal
Messiah’ ” (1957, pp. 17-18). At this point
in humanhistory, then, theMessianic im-
plications fall to thedescendants of Isaac.
It is important not to miss the significance
of the Messianic hope through Abraham
and Isaac. The scope of the Messiah has
been narrowed from all other peoples and
nations of the world, to a single nomadic
family.Andyet,not just toAbraham’s fam-
ily in its entirety, but to only one of Abra-
ham’s sons—Isaac.

But the picture becomes even clearer
with the birth of the twin sons of Isaac
and Rebekah. Because of abnormalities
with her pregnancy, Rebekah inquired of
the Lord about her situation. To answer
herquestions, theLordsaid: “Twonations
are in your womb, two peoples shall be
separated fromyourbody;onepeopleshall
be stronger than the other, and the older
shall serve the younger” (Genesis 25:23).
Concerning this passage, Briggs noted:
“This predictionbreaksuptheseedof Isaac
into twonations,assignstheheadshipwith
the blessing to Jacob, and makes Edom
subject tohim” (1988,p. 90).The fact that
thepromisedMessiahwouldcomethrough
Jacob’sdescendantsbecomes increasingly
clear throughout theGenesisnarrative that
tells the stories of Jacob and Esau. God
confirmed the promise to Jacob in Gene-
sis 28:14, when He said to the patriarch:
“Also yourdescendants shall be as thedust
of the earth; you shall spread abroad to
thewest and the east, to thenorth and the
south; and in you and in your seed all
the familiesof theearthshallbeblessed”
(emp. added). The picture of the Messiah
continues tobecome increasingly focused:
The seedofwoman, the seedofAbraham,
the seed of Isaac, the seed of Jacob.

TWO MESSIAHS:
A SUFFERING SERVANT AND REIGNING KING

Throughout the Old Testament, vari-
ous Messianicpassages refer to ama-

jestic, glorious King who will reign over a
never-ending kingdom. Yet, at the same
time, other Messianic prophecies depict

a sufferingMessiahwhowill bear the guilt
and sin of the entire world. Because these
two aspects of Messianic prophecy seem
contradictory, many in the ancient Jew-
ish community couldnotunderstandhow
such diverse prophetic sentiments could
be fulfilled in a single individual. Due to
this conundrum, ancient andmodern Jews
have posited the idea that two Messiahs
would come: one would be the suffering
Servant, while the other would be the glo-
rious King.

Concerning this separationof theMes-
siah into two different individuals, John
AnkerbergandhiscolleaguesJohnWeldon
and Walter Kaiser wrote:

[T]hey (early Jewish rabbis—KB) could
not reconcile the statements that so
clearly spokeof a sufferinganddying
Messiahwith thoseverses inotherpas-
sages that spoke of a triumphant and
victorious Messiah. What is impor-
tant tonote is that theydidrecognize
that both pictures somehow applied
to the Messiah. But they assumed it
was impossible to reconcile bothviews
inoneperson.Rather thanseeingone
Messiah in two different roles, they
saw two Messiahs—the suffering and
dying Messiah, called “Messiah ben
Joseph,” and the victorious conquer-
ingMessiah, called“MessiahbenDa-
vid” (1989, pp. 57-58).

Jewish rabbi Robert M. Cohen stated:
The rabbis saw that scripture portrayed
two different pictures of King Mes-
siah. One would conquer and reign
and bring Israel back to the land by
world peace and bring the fullness of
obedience to the Torah. They called
him Messiah ben David. The other
picture is of a servant who would die
and bear Israel’s sin that they refer to
as the “leprous one” based on Isaiah
53 (n.d.; also see Parsons, 2003-2006).
It is evident, from the rabbinical view

of two Messiahs, that the themes of suf-
fering and regal authority were so vividly
portrayed in Old Testament Messianic
prophecy that both themesdemanded ful-
fillment.To suggest twoMessiah’s provided
suchafulfillment.However, thedualMes-
sianic idea failed to comprehend the ac-
tual nature of Messianic prophecy, and
missed a primary facet of the Messianic
personality: thattheMessiahwouldbeboth
a suffering Servant and a majestic King.
As Huffman rightly observed: “The theme
of Messianism is composed of two insep-
arable strands or threads—the scarlet and
thegolden,or the suffering and the reign-
ing, or the priestly and the royal” (1956, p.
7). Tomisunderstandormiss either of these
two interwoven threads would be to miss
the Messiah completely.

REGAL KING

Genesis 49:10—Shiloh

The Lord kept His promise to Jacob
and multiplied his descendants exceed-
ingly. His twelve sons and theirwives and
children escorted him to Egypt to live in
the land of Goshen at the behest of Jo-
seph, who had been elevated in Egypt as
the Pharaoh’s chief advisor.As Jacobneared
the end of his rather long life (over 130
years, Genesis 47:9), he gathered his sons
around his death bed, and stated: “Gather
together, that Imay tell youwhat shall be-
fall you in the last days” (Genesis 49:1).
Following this introductory statement,
Jacob proceededtoaddresseachofhis sons
and bestow blessings (or in some cases,
curses) on his descendants.

In the midst of his final speech, in his
blessingon Judah, Jacob stated: “The scep-
ter shall notdepart fromJudah,nor a law-
giver from between his feet, until Shiloh
comes; andtoHimshallbe theobedience
of thepeople” (Genesis 49:10). TheMessi-
anic natureof this statementhas longbeen
recognized and discussed in ancient Jew-
ish circles.Aspreviously stated,DavidBaron
wrote: “With regard to this prophecy, the
first thing I want to point out is that all
antiquity agrees in interpreting it of a
personal Messiah. This is the view of the
LXX. Version; the Targumim of Onkelos,
Yonathan, and Jerusalem; the Talmud; the
Sohar; theancientbookof ‘BereshithRabba;’
and among modern Jewish commentators,
even Rashi, who says, ‘Until Shiloh come,
that is King Messiah, Whose is the king-
dom’ ” (2000, p. 258, emp. added). Aaron
Kligerman added: “The rabbis of old,
though not agreeing with each other as
to the meaning of the root Shiloh, were
almost unanimous in applying the term
to the Messiah” (1957, pp. 19-20). Santala,
in his discussion of several of the oldest
Jewish documents available, wrote:

TargumOnqulos saysof Judah’s scep-
ter that itwillnotdepart “until theMes-
siah comes, hewhohas thepower to reign.”
TargumJonathanputs it that theverse
refers to “the age of the Messiah-King ,
the Kingwhowill come as the youngest of
his children.”TargumYerushalmi speaks
of the ‘time’ when “the Messiah-King
will come” (1992,p.50, italics inorig.).
Much commentary and debate sur-

rounds the “Shiloh” prophecy found in
Genesis 49:10. It is often viewed as an in-
dicationofthetimethattheMessiahshould
arrive onthe scene.Ascanbededucedfrom
Kligerman’s quote, the actual origin and
exact meaning of the word Shiloh are dis-
puted in many scholarly circles. Yet, de-
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spite the controversy in reference to this
prophecy, the one aspect of it that stands
out is the central idea that this is a Messi-
anicprophecy.As such, itnarrows the iden-
tity of the Messiah even further to a de-
scendant,not justofAbraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, but to the house of Judah.

The Son of David
Ofall themonarchs thatpossessed the

throneof Israel, none is as storiedasKing
David. Fromhis youthheprovedhimself
to be a courageous, valiant warrior who
trusted in the Lord. He was described as a
man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13:
14).Hewrotemanyof thePsalms,andush-
ered in a united kingdom that paved the
way for themajestic reignofhis son,Solo-
mon.

David’s relationship to the Messiah is
a rather interesting one. First, Jewish an-
tiquity recognized the fact that the Mes-
siah would be the Son of David. Santala
commented: “Traditionascribes73of the150
psalms to King David. In the Rabbinic lit-
erature the Messiah is constantly referred
to as the ‘Son of David.’ For this reason,
everywhere the futureblessingof thehouse
of David is described, the Sages saw Mes-
sianicmaterial”(1992,p.109,italicsinorig.).

Such Messianic sentiments in regard
to David find their origin in the promise
madebyGodtoDavidthroughtheprophet
Nathan. In 2 Samuel 7, the text narrates
the events that lead to this promise. David
had become a great king and his reign had
spread far and wide. Due to his love for
theLord,hewantedtoshowhonor toGod
bybuildingaglorious temple inwhich the
Arkof theCovenant couldbehoused.He
mentionedhis ideatotheprophetNathan,
who immediately encouraged the build-
ing plans. But soon after Nathan had told
David to do all that was in his heart, God
conveyed toNathan thatHedidnotwant
David tobuildatemple. Instead,Godwould
commissionDavid’sson,Solomon,tocon-
struct the magnificent edifice. Yet, in God’s
message toDavid,Hepromised: “Andyour
house and your kingdom shall be estab-
lished foreverbeforeyou.Your throneshall
be established forever” (2 Samuel 7:16).

In the book of Psalms, the promise of
David’s descendant reigning over an eter-
nal Kingdomis expanded andgivenmore
substance. Psalm 89 contains several Mes-
sianicaspects, not the leastofwhich is the
following statement: “I have made a cove-
nant with My chosen, I have sworn to My
Servant David: ‘Your seed I will establish
forever, and build up your throne to all
generations’ ” (vss. 3-4). Psalm132contains
a very similar statement: “The Lord has

sworn in truth to David; He will not turn
from it: ‘I will set upon your throne the
fruit of your body. If your sons will keep
My covenant and My testimony which I
shall teach them, their sons also shall sit
upon your throne forevermore.”

Along with the various inspiredpsalm-
ists, other Old Testament writers noted
the Messianic lineage throughDavidand
his throne. One of the most memorable
of all Messianic predictions from the Old
Testament, Isaiah9:6-7,mentionedtheMes-
sianic reign upon the throne of David:

Foruntous aChild is born, untous a
Son is given; and the government will
be uponHis shoulder. AndHis name
will be called Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God,EverlastingFather, Prince
of Peace. Of the increase of His gov-
ernment and peace there will be no
end, upon the throne of David and
over His kingdom, to order it and es-
tablish it with judgment and justice
fromthat timeforward, evenforever.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will per-
form this.
Yet, along with the fact that the Mes-

siah was to be of the seed of David and
reign on His throne, at least one Psalm
places David in a subservient position to
this majestic Messianic ruler. Psalm 110
opens with the statement: “TheLord said
to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, till I
makeYourenemiesYourfootstool’ ” (Psalm
110:1). In regard toPsalm110,Briggsnoted:
“The 110th Psalm is in the form of an ut-
terance fromJahveh respecting the sonof
David. It is therefore aprediction thatun-
folds the prediction of Nathan” (1988, p.
132). Walter Kaiser, in his discussion of
Psalm 110, wrote: “While the external evi-
dence that this psalm is Messianic is large,
the internal evidence is just as overwhelm-
ing” (1995, p. 94). In reference to the Mes-
siah mentioned in the first verse, Kaiser
stated: “ThatunnamedLord is a royal per-
son, for he was invited to ‘sit at [God the
Father’s] right hand....’ If the God of the
universe invited this other Sovereign to
take such a distinguished seat alongside
himself, then we may be sure he was no
one less than the promised Messiah, in-
vited to participate in the divine govern-
ment of the world” (p. 94).

Psalm110adds an interesting aspect to
the character andpositionof theMessiah.
Notonlywould theMessiahbeborn from
the seed of David and reign on the throne
of David, He also would be exalted to a
position far above David, to such an ex-
tent thatDavidcalledhim“Lord” inPsalm
110. David’s statements in this Psalm not
only speak to thepre-existence of theMes-

siahbeforeDavid, but also to thepre-emi-
nence that the Messiah would assume.

With these details, the portrait of the
Messiah becomes increasingly sharp. He
was to come from the seed of woman and
crush the power of Satan. He was to be of
the seed of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah
and nowDavid.Hewouldruleonthethrone
ofDavid, yetHe existedbeforeDavid and
was sopre-eminent thatDavid calledHim
Lord. And there would be no end of His
glorious, majestic kingdom.

THE SUFFERING SERVANT

Anyonewhoreads theOldTestament
would be hard pressed to miss the

idea of the Messiah’s glorious regal prom-
inence. Yet, as equally transparent is the
idea that the Messiah was to suffer. The
protevangeliuminGenesis3:15makes ref-
erence to this suffering in the statement
about theheel of the Seedofwomenbeing
bruised,but itdoesnot include thedetails
of this suffering. The theme of suffering
introduced inGenesis 3:15 is expanded in
the remainder of the Old Testament.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

The passage of Scripture found in Isa-
iah52:13-53:12standsasa somberreminder
of thehorrendous suffering that theMes-
siah would endure. The text mentions that
He would be highly exalted and extolled
(52:13). And yet His appearance would be
marred more than any man (52:14). He
would not be physically attractive (53:2),
and He would be despised and rejected by
men, familiar with sorrows and grief (53:
4). He would be perfect and without sin
(53:9), andyetHewouldbebeaten, suffer,
and die for the sins of the Lord’s people
(53:5-6,11). This suffering Servant would
be killed among the wicked, but buried
among the rich (53:8-9).Yet, in spiteofHis
death (or even because of it), He would be
numbered among the great anddivide the
spoil with the strong (53:12).

Needless to say, thispictureof theMes-
siah seems to stand in stark contrast to the
glorious King on David’s throne. As has
beenmentioned, this contrasthas caused
some to concoct two Messiahs to accom-
modate the prophecies. Still others have
attempted to discount Messianic proph-
ecies such as Isaiah 52:13-53:12. Some have
suggested that this passage of Scripture is
not Messianic in nature, but that the ser-
vant under discussion represents the col-
lective nation of Israel. Along these lines,
David Baronnoted: “Modern Jews, in com-
mon with a number of rationalistic so-
called Christians, are trying hard these
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days toweakentheMessianicapplication
of this remarkableprophecy” (2000, p. 225).
James Smith stated:

The Messianic interpretation of Isa-
iah53wasacknowledgedby Jewishau-
thoritiesuntil theMiddleAges.Almost
all Christian leaders until the begin-
ning of the nineteenth century saw
in this passage a clear picture of the
suffering, death and resurrection of
the Messiah. Jews and someChristian
scholars now hold primarily to the
collective viewof theServant:TheSer-
vant is Israel as a whole, or the rem-
nant. The traditional view, however,
hasmuchtocommendit(1993,p.307).

That the ancient Jewish community, and
the bulkof scholars for the last 2,000 years,
have recognized Isaiah 53 as a prophecy
concerning a personal, individual Mes-
siah cannotbequestioned.Baroncorrectly
commented regarding this sentiment:

That until recent times this proph-
ecy has been almost universally re-
ceived by Jews as referring to Messiah
is evident fromTargumYonathan,who
introducesMessiahbyname inchap-
ter lii 13, from the Talmud (“Sanhed-
rin,” fol. 98, b); and from Zohar, a
book which the Jews as a rule do not
mention without the epithet “holy...”
(2000, p. 226).
The recent view that Isaiah 53 refers to

the nation of Israel not only garners little
(if any) support from ancient Jewish com-
mentators, it collapsesunder the scrutiny
ofcritical examination.The foremostob-
jection to the view that Israel collectively
is the Servant in Isaiah 53 is the fact that
the Servant is described as perfect and sin-
less (53:9), not deserving the punishment

that He willingly accepts for the sins of
God’s people. No one remotely familiar
with the nation of Israel as portrayed in
the Old Testament would dare suggest that
they were sinless. Fromtheir first few steps
out ofEgypt and into freedomtheybegan
to provoke God and bring judgment upon
themselves. On numerous occasions the
Old Testament depicts the Israelites’ sin
of such a rebellious nature that God exe-
cutes thousands of them. One fundamen-
tal aspect of an atoning sacrifice in Old
Testament literature was its condition of
spotless perfection.Nonationofmeremor-
talmen, including the ancient Israelite na-
tion, could suffice as an atoning sacrifice
for sins, as the Servant does in Isaiah 53.
Nor could a sinful nation make another
group of people “righteous” as the Lord’s
Servantwould. Furthermore, the Servant
of the Lord is depicted as being stricken
for “transgressions of my people.” If the
Servant was collectively depicted as the
nation of Israel, then who would be the
Lord’s people in 53:8? [NOTE: For a more
complete refutation of Israel as the Ser-
vant of the Lord in Isaiah 53, see Baron,
2000, pp. 225-251.]

Indeed, the evidencepoints overwhelm-
ingly to the fact that Isaiah 53 stands as
one of the most poignant portrayals in
all of theOldTestamentof an individual,
sufferingMessiah.AsSmithcorrectlynoted:
“The Servantof theLordhere is portrayed
in a strongly individualistic way. It takes
rich imagination or strong prejudice to
see theServanthere as a symbol for Israel,
the remnant, the prophets, or any other
group” (p. 1993, 307).Kaiser similarly com-
mented: “Undoubtedly, this is the sum-

mit of OT prophetic literature. Few pas-
sages can rival it for clarity on the suffer-
ing, death, burial, and resurrection of the
Messiah (1995, p. 178).

VARIOUS SPECIFIC MESSIANIC PROPHECIES

In addition to the broad strokes por-
traying theMessiahas a reigningking

and suffering servant, there are a host of
more specific, detailed prophecies that re-
late to His coming. In regard to the num-
ber of Messianic prophecies, Sintala wrote:
“It is estimated that the Old Testament
contains altogether some 456 prophecies
concerning Christ. Of these 75 are to be
found inthePentateuch,243intheProphets
and 138 in the ‘Writings’ andPsalms” (1992,
p. 149; cf. Free and Vos, 1992, p. 241).

Space prohibits a listing of all of these
prophecies, but a representative sampling
is appropriate. The Messiah was to be born
in Bethlehem in Judea (Micah 5:2) of a
virgin (Isaiah 7:14). He was to be betrayed
by a friend (Psalm 41:9) for thirty pieces
of silver (Zechariah11:13).TheLord’sRuler
would come into Jerusalem riding on the
foal of a donkey (Zechariah9:9).Hewould
be buried with the rich (Isaiah 53:9). Dur-
ing His suffering, His clothes would be
distributed to thosewhocast lots for them
(Psalm 22:18). His attackers would pierce
Him (Zechariah 12:10). Even though His
physical suffering would be severe, His
bones would not be broken (Psalm 34:20).
And in spite of His death, His physical
body would not experience decay (Psalm
16:10).This small samplingof specificpro-
pheticdetails isonlya fractionof themany
Old Testament prophecies that exist. The
prophecies were specifically designed to
be an efficient mechanism by which the
Jewish community could recognize the
Messiah when He arrived.

WHO IS THE MESSIAH?

Whenall of thepiecesof theMessi-
anicpuzzle areput together, one

individual stands out as the only person
who fulfilled every singleprophecy inmin-
utedetail—JesusChrist. The life and activ-
itiesof JesusChrist as recorded in theNew
Testamentdocumentsblend the themeof
a regal monarch and a suffering servant
into one magnificent portrait of the tri-
umphant JesusWhowasthesacrificial lamb
at His death on the cross, and Who be-
came the triumphant Lion of Judah in
His resurrection from the grave. The lin-
eageof JesusChrist ismeticulously traced
in order to show that He qualified as the
Seed of Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob, of
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Judah, and of David (see Matthew 1 and
Luke 3:23-38). The narrative detailing His
birth verifies that He was born in Bethle-
hem of Judea, from which city the Mes-
siah would arise (Luke 2:1-7). The birth
narrative also intricately portrays the pre-
existence of Jesus before time began, ful-
filling theprophecythat theMessiahwould
come before King David. Furthermore,
Jesus did, in fact, enter Jerusalem riding
onthe foalofadonkey (Matthew21:1-11).

The New Testament narratives depict-
ing the death of Jesus Christ verify that
Jesus was betrayed by His friend and sold
for exactly 30 pieces of silver (Matthew
24:14-16). AtHisdeathHisboneswerenot
broken, soldiers cast lots forHisgarments,
andHis sidewaspiercedwithaspear (John
19:33-37;Matthew27:35).DuringHis suf-
fering,Hewasnumberedwiththetransgres-
sors as Isaiah 53 predicted by being cruci-
fied between two thieves, and at His death
He was buried in the tomb of a wealthy
manaswasalso foretold (Matthew27:57).
This type of verification could continue
formanypages. The life of JesusChrist of
Nazareth, asdepictedintheNewTestament
documents, fulfilled the Messianic proph-
ecy of the Old Testament.

Due to this overwhelming congruence
of the life of Jesus Christ with the predic-
tive Messianic prophecy of the Old Testa-
ment, some have suggested that Jesus was
an imposter who was able, by masterful
manipulation, to artificially organize His
life so as to make it look like He was the
Messiah.Suchacontentioncannotberea-
sonablymaintained in lightof the fact that
many of the prophecies were far beyond
His control. Obviously, it would be im-
possible for a person to arrange where he
would be born. Furthermore, it would be
impossible to coordinate events so that
He couldensure thatHewasburied in the
tomb of a rich man or crucified among
thieves. How could the betrayal price of
Judas be manipulated by Jesus? And how,
pray tell, would Jesus have managed to ar-
range it so that soldiers cast lots for His
clothing? The idea that Jesusmanipulated
events to make it appear as if He was the
Messiah not only is indefensible, but it
also speaks to the fact that Jesus obviously
was the fulfillment of the Old Testament,
Messianic prophecies.

Others haveobjected to Jesusas theMes-
siah based on the idea that the New Testa-
mentdocumentsarenot reliable, andwere
artificially concocted to describe things
that Jesus never really did. This objection
also falls flat in lightof the actual evidence.
It cannot be denied that the New Testa-
ment has proven itself to be the most reli-

able book from ancient history. When it
recordspeople,places, andevents that are
checkable using archaeological means,
those people, places, and events invari-
ably prove to be factual and historic (see
Butt, 2004).Again, the abundant evidence
verifies that the New Testament is accu-
rate and factual. Many of the Messianic
prophecies documented in the New Tes-
tamentdonotdescribeanythinginherently
miraculous. There was nothing miracu-
lous about Jesus being buried in a rich
man’s tomb. Nor was there anything mi-
raculous about Jesus riding into Jerusa-
lem on the foal of a donkey, or being be-
trayedbyHis friendfor30piecesof silver.
These events are, if not ordinary, at least
very plausible, everyday events that theo-
retically could have happened to anybody.
And yet, due to the fact that such every-
day events had been predicted about the
Messiahhundredsofyearsbefore thear-
rival of Jesus, the fulfillmentof the events
becomes one of the most amazing mira-
cles recorded in the Bible. It is no wonder
that Jesus, theapostles, andtheearlychurch
used fulfilled Messianic prophecy as one
of their foundationalpillarsofproof and
evangelistic tools.

CONCLUSION

In the Old Testament, it is almost as if
we have a satellite picture from space

of the Messiah many thousands of miles
away, yet with each new prophecy, the pic-
ture continues tomovenearer, until at last
we are able to view a complete close-up of
the Messiah—Jesus Christ. As the distin-
guished Hebrew scholar Charles Briggs
noted: “In Jesus of Nazareth the key of
the Messianic prophecy of the Old Testa-
ment has been found. All its phases find
their realization in His unique personal-
ity, inHisuniquework, and inHisunique
kingdom. The Messiah of prophecy ap-
pears in the Messiah of history” (1988, p.
498).

In Acts 8:26-40, Philip the evangelist
approached the Ethiopian who was rid-
ing inachariot reading theOldTestament
Scriptures.AsPhilipapproached,heheard
the man reading a section from Isaiah 53
inwhich the sufferingsof theMessiahare
depicted. Upon entering into a conversa-
tion with Philip, the man asked Philip,
“[O]f whom does the prophet say this, of
himself or of some other man?” Immedi-
ately after thisquestion, theBible says that
Philip “openedhismouth, andbeginning
at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him”
(Acts 8:35). In truth, Jesus is the sum total
of everyOldTestament,Messianicproph-

ecy ever uttered. From any single one of
those ancient Scriptures, the honest, in-
formed individual could open his or her
mouth and preach Jesus, the Messiah.

[NOTE: The extended version of this arti-
cle on our Web site contains additional,
pertinent materialon theNewTestament’s
use of Old Testament prophecy as it ap-
plies to Jesus.]
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THREE MORE A.P. RESOURCES ARE NOW AVAILABLE!
With the advent of a new year, we are

happy tooffertoourreadersthecompleted
2005 bound volumes of our two monthly
magazines. These bound volumes enable
the articles contained therein to remain
relevant far beyond the time period dur-
ing which they were authored. The bound
volume of Reason & Revelation for 2005
now is available fromouroffices, andcon-
tains articlesonsuchtopicsas: theeternality
of hell; the intelligent design inherent in
both the human nervous and circulatory
systems as proof of God; the molecular
evidence of human origins; alleged chro-

nological contradictions in the Bible; the inspiration of Mark
16:9-20; the Bible’s handling of slavery; whether dinosaurs and
humans lived together; and the ethics of the Quran. As always,
this beautifully bound annual collation contains all twelve is-
sues for the year, aswell as anauthor/title index andanattractive
cover. The bound volume sells for $10. Previous volumes from
1995-2004 are still available at $5 each. See the advertisement in
the Resources section of this issue for further details.

We also would like you to know that the 2005
bound volume of Discovery, our monthly magazine
on Scripture and science for children, now is avail-
able for $12. During 2005, Discovery contained arti-
cles on such timely topics as: dinosaurs; the dan-
gers of drugs and alcohol; the second coming of
Christ; repentance; interesting plants; the birth of
Christ; the origin of life; and many others. Kyle
Butt and Eric Lyons serve as the editor and associ-
ate editor of Discovery, respectively, and do a mar-
velous job in ensuring that the content throughout
theyear isvariedsothatchildrenreceivewell-rounded
instruction.

We also have in stock previous bound
volumes ofDiscovery for 1998-2004. Please
be aware that for both Discovery and Rea-
son &Revelation, whenever the boundvol-
umes go out of print, they are gone for-
ever;wedonot reprint them.Sobe sure to
order your copies soon.

BoundvolumesofReason&Revelation
and Discovery make extremely useful ad-
ditions to personal, church, or school li-
braries. They also make valuable gifts for
youngsters , men who are attending a
preacher-training school, or students in
college (especially those majoring in ei-
ther Bible- or science-related fields). Why not consider giving a
single volume (or, better yet, an entire set) to someone for their
future study and edification?

It also gives us great pleasure to announce the production of
the Spanish version of our popular dinosaur coloring book.
Our resident Spanish translator, Moises Pinedo, has done his
usual outstanding job of enhancing A.P.’s outreach to the grow-
ing Spanish community. The adolescent fascination with dino-
saurs knows no language boundaries. This visually attractive

booklet not only provides children with many hours
of fascination through coloring, it simultaneously
impresses upon the child the biblical and scientific
fact that dinosaurs and humans lived on Earth to-
gether. See the Resources section for ordering infor-
mation. Help us get this booklet into the hands of
Spanish-speakingchildren.Be lookingformanymore
additions to A.P.’s arsenal of apologetics resources
for the Spanish-speaking population.

Brad Harrub &
Dave Miller
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