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Polrtics and Hpologetics Press

For over 27 years, Apologetics Press has
endeavored to defend the Christian Faith
against the challenges of evolutionists, athe-
ists, agnostics, humanists, and skeptics. We
remain committed to demonstrating the ac-
curacy of the Bible and the truth of the Chris-
tian religion. We continue to challenge the
false claims of scientists in their rejection of
the biblical account of Creation. Apologetics
Press is not a political organization and has
no interest in becoming one. However, in Sa-
tan’s perennial ploy to disguise evil and sub-
vert people through deceit and calumny, he
has managed to politicize moral and spiritu-
al issues. More than ever before in American
history, fundamental moral/religious issues
have been hijacked by the politicians—forc-
ing Christians to grapple with the dissonance
created by loyalty to political party on the one
hand, and loyalty to God on the other. The
old adage—“politics and religion don’t mix™—
has become a nonsensical concept as Chris-
tians increasingly are being forced to face up
to their res onsigility to react to the political
forces that have encroached on Christian mo-
rality. Specifically, the two premiere moral is-
sues that have been politicized are (1) homo-
sexuality and the degnition of marriage, and
(2) the treatment of the unborn via abortion
and embryonic stem-cell research. Christians
must face the fact that, on these two issues
alone, the very survival of America is at stake
(see Miller, 2005; Miller, 2006). On these two
crucial matters, Apologetics Press must, and
will, continue to speak out.

Same-Sex Marriage

Assessing the November, 2006 elections
from a spiritual/religious perspective cannot
help but bring some alarm and sadness. True,
seven more states (bringing the total to 26)
passed state constitutional amendments that
define marriage as a man and a woman (Col-
orado, Idaho, South Carolina, South Dako-
ta, Tennessee, Virginia, and Wisconsin). Sadly,
Arizona voters (by a narrow margin—>51.4%
t0 48.6%) failed to passa marriage protection
amendment (“Marriage Protection...,” 20006).
With elation, Victory, the nation’s largest LGBT
[Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender—DM]
political action committee reported: “In 15

ears, Victory has helped the number of open-
y LGBT officials grow from 49 to more than
350. Roughly 22% of all Americans are rep-
resented by an openly LGBT elected official”
(“Gay Candidates...,” 2000).

One bright spot: When Dr. Frank Kauf-
man, assistant professor of social work at Mis-
souri State University, demanded that his class
sign aletter affirming thathomosexuals make
healthy foster parents, student Emily Brooker
refused. Pronounced in violation of the social
workers’ code of ethics, she sued the school for
violating its own policies regarding freedom
of sFeec%l and expression on campus. Surpris-
ingly, the case was settled when Brooker was
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offered a generous settlement (which included
free school tuition and living expenses), and
professor Kauffman was removed from the
classroom (“Missouri State Settles...,” 2006).
Nevertheless, the war over human sexuality
remains at a high pitch.

Abortion & Embryonic Stem-Cell Research

Those who are making war on the unborn
scored unfortunate victories in the recent elec-
tion (“Bad Night...,” 2006). By a narrow mar-
gin, Missourians authorized the legalized kill-
ing of human embryos for their stem cells. In
South Dakota, the dignity of the unborn was
dashed when citizens failed to uphold a ban
against abortion. In both California and Or-
egon, teenage girls were given the “right” to
have abortions without their parents” knowl-
edge or consent. Even now, the U.S. Supreme
Court is considering whether to uphold the
ban on the unbelievably barbaric procedure
of partial-birth abortion.

These events are tragic circumstances for a
nation that once openly avowed attachment
to God and Christian virtue. The downward
spiral into moral depravity stands in such stark
contrast to the origins of America. The Found-
erswould be horri{%ed. After serving two terms
as vice-president alongside President George
Washington, on October 11, 1798, the second
president of these United States, John Adams,
delivered a speech to military officers of the
First Brigade of the Third Division of the Mi-
litia of Massachusetts: “[ W]e have no govern-
ment armed with power capable of contend-
ing with human passions unbridled by mo-
rality and religion.... Our Constitution was
mac{e only for a moral and religious peo-
ple. Itis wholly inadequate to the government
of any other” (1854, 9:229). When Christian
religion and morality no longer characterize
the people and are therefore excluded from
the political process, we can fully expect the
nation, in time, to collapse.

While the ultimate solution to our nation’s
woes is recommitment to God and the moral
precepts of the Bible, one immediate strategy
ought to be that Christians do more to control
the political forces that are running amok. In
the words of President James A. Garfield:

Now, more than ever before, the people are

responsible for the character of their Con-

gress. If that body be ignorant, reckless,
and corrupt, it is because the people tol-
erate ignorance, recklessness, and corrup-
tion. I§that body be intelligent, brave, and
Eure, itis because the people demand these
igh qualities to represent them in the na-
tional legislature.... [I]f the next centenni-

al does not find us a great nation...it will

be because those who represent the enter-

prise, the culture, and the morality of the

nation do not aid in controlling the po-

litical forces (as quoted in Taylor, 1970, p.

180, emp. added).

On Friday, June 20, 1788, in the Virginia
convention assembled to debate ratification
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of the federal Constitution, James Madison
reminded his colleagues of the only ultimate
safeguard for national preservation:

But I go on this great republican principle,
that the people will have virtue and in-
telligence to select men of virtue and wis-
dom. s there no virtue among us? If there
be not, we are in a wretched situation. No
theoretical checks, no form of government,
can render us secure. To suppose that any
form of government will secure liberty or
happiness without any virtue in the people,
is a chimerical idea. If there be sufﬁcient
virtue and intelligence in the community,
it will be exercise§ in the selection of these
men; so that we do not depend on their vir-
tue, or put confidence in our rulers, but in
the people who are to choose them (El-
liot, 1836, 3:536-537, emp. added).
Judging by the recent nationwide elections,
the virtue, intelligence, and wisdom of a siz-
able number of Americans has been called
into question.
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OUESTION & ANSWER

On the evening before His cruci-
fixion, Jesus met with His disci-
ples in Jerusalem to eat the Pass-
over meal. According to John’s gospel account,
“Satan entered” Judas during the meal (13:27).
Luke, however, recorded that “Satan entered
Judas” prior to the Passover meal (22:1-7). Is
this a contradiction?

If the Bible writers had indi-
cated that Satan only entered
Judas once during his lifetime,
and that occasion was mentioned in the Bi-
ble as being at two different times, then skep-
tics would have a reasonable argument. The
truth is, however, Satan easily could have en-
tered Judas more than once, justas evil spirits
and demons entered people in the past multi-
ple times. [NOTE: We are not informed exact-
ly what is meant by Satan “entering” Judas. It
could simply mean that Satan had a strong in-
fluence on Judas and filled his heart with evil
passions, similar to how he “filled” Ananias’
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit—Acts 5:3.]
The Old Testament reveals that King Saul
was overcome with an “evil spirit” at various
times throughout his reign. After Samuel
anointed David to be the fguture king of Isra-
el, “the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul,
and an evil spirit from the Lord terrorized him”
(1 Samuel 16:14, NASB). Then, following Da-
vid’s battle with Goliath, “an evil spirit ?rom

God came mightily upon Saul, and he raved
in the midst of the house” (1 Samuel 18:10,
NASB; cf. 19:9). Also, “[w]henever the evil
spirit from God came to Saul, David would
take the harp and play it with his hand; and
Saul would be refreshed and be well, and the
evil spirit would depart from him” (1 Sam-
uel 16:23, NASB, emp. added).
Ifan evil spirit could “come upon Saul” and
“departfrom him” atvarious times throughout
his reign, and if; as Jesus indicated in the first
century, unclean spirits or demons could go
in and out of someone (Luke 11:24-26), then
itis logical to conclude that Satan could have
“entered” and “departed” from Judas on more
than one occasion. In fact, thatis exactly what
happened. Prior to John’s mention of Satan
entering Judas, he noted how the devil had
“already put it into the heart of Judas Iscari-
ot, Simon’s son, to betray Him [Jesus]” (John
13:2, emp. added). Luke explained how, pri-
or to the Passover meal, Judas met with Jesus’
enemies and made an agreement with them
to betray Jesus at some secluded location (22:1-
7). Later, during the Passover meal, “Satan en-
tered Judas” again (John 13:27).
There is no contradiction here, justaccounts
of two different occasions when Satan en-
tered Judas.
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