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15 Pumishing tvldoers Unloving?

It is not uncommon to hear Americans (and

others) verbalize contempt for corporal or capi-
tal punishment (cf. Delgado, 2008). Supposedly,

“Loving parents wouldn’t strike their children”
(for disciplinary purposes). “Christians can’t

logically be pro-life and pro-capital punish-
ment.” “The Bible says to repay no one evil

for evil.” Modernists utter these and similar

phrases frequently in hopes of doing away with

all forms of corporal and capital punishment.
Make a child stand in the corner, give a student

detention, lock a murderer up for life with three

square meals a day, air conditioning, cable tele-
vision, etc., but never physically harm or kill

a person for his or her unauthorized actions.

What does the Bible say about love and the
physical punishment of evildoers? First, God is
innately and infinitely good and loving (Mark
10:18; 1 John 4:8). Yet, from killing untold thou-
sands (or millions) of wicked individuals during
the Flood (Genesis 6-8) to striking Ananias
and Sapphira dead for lying just after the es-
tablishment of the church (Acts 5:1-11), God
repeatedly has punished evildoers physically.

Second, God warned Adam of the death sen-
tence before sin ever entered the world (Genesis
2:17; cf. Lyons, 2002). After Adam disobeyed
God, Hedrove him from the garden and the tree
of life “lest he...live forever” (Genesis 3:22-24).
Thus, man not only separated himself spiritu-
ally from God when he sinned in the Garden,
experiencing spiritual death for the first time
(cf. Isaiah 59:1-2; Ephesians 2:1), man was also
sentenced to die physically.

Third, long before the commencement of
the Mosaic and Christian dispensations, God’s
universal law for mankind included capital
punishment. God directed Noah and his sons,
saying, “Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man
his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God
He made man” (Genesis 9:6). The same God
Who sentenced mankind, save eight souls, to
death for wickedness one year earlier, com-
manded man to put murderers to death. Of
all the regulations God could have revealed to
man in Genesis 1-11 (from the time of Adam
to Abraham), He chose to include the law to
put murderers to death.

Fourth, further proof that loving-kindness
and corporal or capital punishment are not
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antithetical comes from the Law of Moses. God
commanded the Israclites, saying,
You shall not hate your brother in your heart....
You shall not take vengeance nor bear any
grudge against the children of your people,
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself....
And ifastranger dwells with you in your land,
you shall not mistreat him. The stranger who
dwells among you shall be to you as one born
amongyou, and you shall love him as yourself
(Leviticus 19:17-18,33-34; cf. Romans 13:9).
The faithful Jew was expected, as are Christians,
to “not resist an evil person” (Matthew 5:39) but
rather “go the extra mile” (Matthew 5:41) and
“turn the other cheek” (Matthew 5:39). “Love,”
afterall, “is the fulfillment of the law” (Romans
13:10; cf. Matthew 22:36-40). Interestingly,
however, the Israelite was commanded to pun-
ish (even kill) lawbreakers. Just five chapters
after commanding the Israelite to “not take
vengeance,” but “love your neighbor as yourself”
(Leviticus 19:18), God said:
Take outside the camp him who has cursed;
then letall who heard him lay their hands on
his head, and let all the congregation stone
him. Then you shall speak to the children of
Israel, saying: Whoever curses his God shall
bear his sin. And whoever blasphemes the
name of the Lord shall surely be put to death.
All the congregation shall certainly stone
him, the stranger as well as him who is born
in theland. When he blasphemes the name of
the Lord, he shall be put to death. Whoever
kills any man shall surely be put to death.
Whoever kills an animal shall make it good,
animal for animal. If a man causes disfigure-
ment of his neighbor, as he has done, so shall
it be done to him—fracture for fracture, eye
for eye, tooth for tooth; as he has caused
disfigurement of a man, so shall it be done
to him. And whoever kills an animal shall
restore it; but whoever kills a man shall
be put to death. You shall have the same
law for the stranger and for one from your
own country; for I am the Lord your God
(Leviticus 24:13-22, emp. added).
A faithful Israelite was commanded (and thus
expected) to be loving, kind, and non-vengeful,
while at the same time be a punisher of evildoers,
including both corporal and capital punish-
ment. Similarly, God commanded Christians
to “not avenge yourselves” (Romans 12:19),
but rather “overcome evil with good” (12:21)
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and “love your neighbor as yourself” (13:9). Yet,
fathers are commanded to bring their children

up “in the chastening and admonition of the

Lord” (Ephesians 6:4, ASV, emp. added). What's

more, Paul wrote that “governing authorities”
are God’s servants for good, yet they also “bear

the sword” and “execute wrath on him who

practices evil” (Romans 13:1-4).

Although the politically correct continue
to protest the physical punishment of evil-
doers, based upon their feelings that such is
unkind, unloving, inhumane, etc., Scripture
is abundantly clear on the subject. God has
indicated that individuals can be loving, kind,
considerate, evangelistic, non-vengeful, etc.,

Uinosaur frt and Imaginary Creatures

Numerous artifacts from ancient civiliza-
tions depict creatures that perfectly match our
modern-day descriptions of dinosaurs (see Butt
and Lyons, 2008). Those who insist that dino-
saursand humansdid notlive together, however,
claim that the animalsillustrated in ancientart
thatlook like dinosaursare imaginary creatures
thathave nobasisin reality. These people suggest
that since we know carvings of imaginary gods,
minotaurs, mermaids, and aliens have no basis
in reality, neither should we think that dino-
saur-like creatures do—regardless of how much
they look like dinosaurs. John Clayton wrote:

Findingan ancient picture ofadragon, mino-

taur, or alien-looking creature and assuming

it is in reality what people saw is an incredi-

blyignorant thingto do. Thisapplies to cre-

ationists who try to maintain people 0£4,000
years cavorted with dinosaurs, butalso toathe-
istswhoattempt to explain the origin oflife by
claimingaliens seeded the planet with DNA
packets. Thereisnoevidence foreither of these
proposals, and neither of them has any his-
torical support” (2007, 34[4]:4. emp. added).

A major problem arises, however, when those
such as Clayton attempt to lump “dragons” in
with other creatures such as minotaurs or aliens.
No physical evidence is available to verify the
existence of minotaurs. Furthermore, the laws
of biology preclude even the possibility of such.
We do not believe the ancients saw minotaurs
because we do not believe there ever were
minotaurs.

The situation with creatures that look like
dinosaursis much different. Everyone involved

and yet still expect the authorities to punish
evildoers physically.
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in the discussion believes that huge reptiles once
roamed the Earth. The question is not, “Did
huge reptilian creatures, that match theancient
carvings, exist?” The question is, “Did they exist
with humans?” Dinosaurs are not imaginary
creatures dismissed by reputable sources. Their
bones have been found, fossilized nests uncov-
ered, and their skin impressions studied. Mil-
lions of dollars every year pour into dinosaur
research. If thousands of minotaur fossils had
been found, some of them very close to the carv-
ings that depict creatures that looked just like
minotaurs, then minotaurs could not be dis-
missed as imaginary creatures, and the carv-
ings and drawings could not be dismissed as
depictions of imaginary creatures. The differ-
ence between art depicting minotaurs and art
showing dinosaur-like creatures is that every-
one knows dinosaurs existed—that is not up
for debate.

Kyle Butt

REFERENCES

Butt, Kyleand Eric Lyons (2008), “Physical Evidence
for the Coexistence of Dinosaurs and Humans
[Part 1],” Reason & Revelation,28(3]:17-23, [On-
line], URL: http://www.apologeticspress.org/
articles/3626.

Clayton, John (2007), “What is Reliable History
and What is Not,” Does God Exist?, 34[4]:3-7,
July/August.

OCTOBER 2008 R&R RESOURCES 7(10):40-R



