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InIsaiah45:7, theprophetwroteofGod:�I form
the light, and create darkness; I make peace, and
createevil; I amJehovah, thatdoethall these things.�
On occasion, unbelievers appeal to this verse in
anattempt to involve theBible in amoral difficulty,
since the text seems tosuggest thatGod�created�
evil. How should a Christian respond to such a
charge?
First of all, the verse can have no reference to

moral evil (wickedness) for such is opposed to
the infinitely holy nature of God (Isaiah 6:3). Je-
hovah is a �God of faithfulness andwithout iniq-
uity� (Deuteronomy 32:4). He is �not a God that
hathpleasure inwickedness� (Psalm5:4).Norcan
it be supposed that this verse has to dowith Jeho-
vah�s original creation, for at the termination of
the creation week, the Lord saw �everything that
hehadmade, and,behold, itwasverygood...� (Gen-
esis1:31).
The context of Isaiah 45:7, alongwith several

passagesof similar import, reveals the truthof the
matter. Jehovah�through theprophet Isaiah�pro-
pheticallyannouncedtoKingCyrusofPersia(acen-
turyand a half before themonarch�s birth!)His in-
tention of using this pagan king as an instrument
ofHis holywill.Within Isaiah 45:1- 7 is amajes-
tic affirmation of the universal sovereignty of the
AlmightyGod; indeed, there is none likeHim (vs.
5).He thus affirms: �I form light, andcreate dark-
ness [i.e., control nature]; I make peace, and cre-
ate evil [i.e., exercise control over the nations]; I
amJehovah thatdoethall these things.�
Notehowtheword�evil� isused inobviouscon-

trast to �peace.� Isaiah simplywas stating that Je-
hovahhas thepower to causepeaceful conditions
to exist, or to bring about evil (i.e., destruction).
Consider another verse.Godwarned the Israelites

that if theymade an alliancewith Egypt, Hewould
bring evil upon them [i.e., punishment (cf. Isaiah
31:1-2)]. Again, in describing the coming judg-
ment upon ancientBabylon, the prophet declared:
�Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou shall
not know the dawning thereof andmischief shall
fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able toput it away;
and desolation shall come upon thee suddenly,
which thouknowethnot� (Isaiah47:11).Thus, the
evil thatGod sentwas adesolation�adesolation
dueonaccountof theirwickedness!
Scholars have observed that �evil� can be used

with a purely secularmeaning to denote physical
injury (Jeremiah39:12), or timesof distress (Amos
6:3)�which is its significance in Isaiah45:7 (see
Harris, et al., 1980,2:855).
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