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THE GAP THEORY

Wayne Jackson, M .A.

In spiteof considerable evidenceto the contrary, many sincere (a-
though perhaps uninformed) professed Bible believerssubscribeto the
notion that the Earthishillions of yearsold. While they may be com-
pletely unawareof it, thefact is, they have been influenced by the sub-
tle pressures of evolutionary geology. Some scientists claim that our
Earthisapproximately 4.5-5.0 billion yearsold (geol ogistsin Russia
double that number, which isaclear indication of theimprecisionin
thedatingtechniques).

Thisinsatiableappetitefor timeonthepart of theevolutionist isquite
understandable, sincehemust havevast eonsof timefor thethousands
of undetectablechangesto occur that allegedly areinvolvedintheevo-
Iutionary scheme of development. If the evolutionist were granted a
theoretical eternity, however, it would not assist his case, for timeis
not aCreator! DuaneGish hasdelightfully observed that the concept
of afrog being turned into aprincein aninstantisafairy tale, but the
assertionthat afrog, giventhreehundred millionyears, canturnintoa
man, isconsidered science! In attempting to establish the naturalistic
origin of life, evolutionist George Wald asserted: “ Timeisthe hero of
theplot.”* Yet, assomewritershave suggested, “ Timeistheevol ution-
ists refugefrom thedingsand arrowsof logic, scientific evidence, com-
monsenseandthemultiplicationtable.”’

Asaresult of evolutionary brainwashing, somereligionists have
adopted the idea of amulti-billion-year-old Earth, and, accordingly,
havesought to presstheBibleintoanillegitimatealliancewith current
pseudo-science. One such bizarre attempt is known as the “ gap the-
ory” (sometimesreferred to asthe* catastrophe theory”), which con-
tendsthat avast gap of time existed between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 that
may beaccommodated to the geol ogical timeschemeof moderntheo-
rists. During this supposed gap, there lived successive generations of
plants, animals, and perhapseven pre-Adamic men. For example, Gleason
Archer Jr. of Fuller Theological Seminary (who generally is consid-
ered to beafairly conservativewriter) radicaly identifiessuch so- called
“fossil men” asPithecanthropus, Neanderthal, etc., withapre- Adamite
raceof men.® According to thisview, God destroyed theoriginal crea-
tion (becauseof aSatanicrebellion), and so Genesis1:2isretransl ated
tosuggestthat “ theearthbecamewasteandvoid.”

GAP THEORY MOTIVATION

Concerning thegap theory, thefollowing factsareevident. (1) Itis
but acompromising attempt to pacify theindefensible assertionsof those
whoreject plain biblical teaching regarding theorigin of man. AsOId
Testament scholar Oswald T. Allisstated: “ Thisinterpretation gained
favour about acentury ago asameansof bringing Genesis 1 into har-
mony withthefindingsof geologists.”* (2) Thereisnogenuineevidence
inScripturefor thisfanciful idea. Doesit seemreasonablethat anorig-
inal creation and subsequent catastrophe should be completely un-
mentioned throughout the entire Bible? (3) Finally, plainteachingin
Scripture stands opposed to the mythical gap theory, asthefollowing
considerationsreveal .

THE BIBLE VERSUSTHE GAP THEORY

(1) Theconjunction “and” that introduces Genesis 1.2 certainly does
not convey theimpressi on of agap betweenthesetwoverses.

(2) Thereisnoreasonwithinthiscontexttotranslate“was’ (Gene-
sis1:2) as“became.” TheHebrew verbishayah. Itisfound morethan
1,500timesinthe O.T., and although it occasionally may be rendered
“became” (22times), thespecific context must requireit. Andnosuch
requirementisindicatedin Genesis1:1-2. A few yearsago, twenty lead-
ing scholarsof theHebrew languageintheUnited Stateswereasked if
there was exegetical evidence of agap between Genesis1:1 and 1:2.
They emphatically replied, “No.”® Infact, noted Hebrew scholar J.W.
Watts remarked: “In Genesis 1:2athe verb isaperfect. It indicates a
fixed and completed state. In other words, original matter wasin astate
of chaoswhen created; it cameintobeingthat way.”®

(3) Adam wasgiven dominion over “every living thing that moveth
upontheearth” (Genesis1:28). Itisdifficulttoharmonizethisexhaus-
tive statement with the notion that millionsof living creaturesalready
hadlived anddied by thistime.

(4) Attheconclusion of thesixthday, “ God saw ever ythingthat he
had made, and, behold, it wasvery good” (Genesis1:31). If Jehovah’'s
original creation had become contaminated through Satan’srebellion
(andthussubsequently wasdestroyed) and thenew creationrested upon
averitablegraveyard of corruption, itisdifficult to seehow theexpres-
sion“very good” would havebeenappropriate.

(5) Adamiscalledthe“first man” (1 Corinthians 15:45), which pre-
cludesanalleged pre-Adamicraceof men.

For these reasons (and others that could be given) the gap theory
shouldberejected asan explanation of how toadd agesto Genesis1.
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