


WITH THE EXCEPTION 
OF THEIR YELLOW EYES, YOU 

MAY NOT BE ABLE TO SEE 
them because they blend in so well 

with the snow and dark twigs on 
the ground. But it would be hard 
to miss the low, powerful, rasping, 
hoots of the Snowy Owl. The most 
famous is surely Hedwig from the 

Harry Potter movie series. Males, 
like Hedwig, are solid white and become 
whiter with age, while females have black 

or brown markings mixed in on their white bodies 
and wings, which helps them to blend in with the 
snow and twigs on the ground where they make 
their nests. Snowy Owls have especially dense, 
thick feathers that cover their bodies, including 
their legs, insulating them from the frigid cold. The 
weight of their feathers makes them the heaviest of 
the North American owls.

During the summer, Snowy Owls breed in the 
Arctic tundra—one of Earth’s coldest, harshest 
environments, in spite of the fact that it is daytime 
all day and “night” during the summer months. They 
migrate south for the winter—but it’s only “south” 
to them, not to most of us, as they migrate from the 
Arctic to Canada and the northern United States. 

Snowy Owls are perfect for the Arctic. While most 
owls are nocturnal (they hunt at night), Snowy 
Owls are diurnal—they hunt during the day, which 
is handy during those extended daylight summer 
months. When hunting, Snowy Owls will stand still 

for hours, protected from the cold by their amaz-
ingly designed feathers, blending in with the snow, 
while they observe their surroundings with their effi-
ciently designed eyes and ears. They are even able to 
“see” invisible prey, being able to hear animals that 
are moving under vegetation or snow. Their desired 
cuisines are rodents and small mammals like lem-
mings, which they can eat head first in a single gulp, 
although they are also uniquely agile enough to 
catch small birds on the fly for dinner. Snowy Owls 
routinely eat over 1,600 lemmings each year—more 
than four each day.

Now, if someone wanted to design an animal that 
could live in the Arctic that could help regulate the 
lemming and rodent population, and occasionally 
be food for the gray wolves and foxes of the Arctic 
region, what would he come up with? The answer: 
the Snowy Owl—perfectly designed by God, the 
Chief Engineer.

THE WORLD THAT GOD 
CREATED IS ABSOLUTELY AMAZING. THE 
CREATURES HE MADE TO INHABIT THE 
planet are almost limitless—with so many yet to 
be discovered. While you and I go about our lives 
every day, billions of creatures are living on land 
and in the sea and going about their activities as 
God designed them to do.

Even in an unlikely place like the cold, barren, icy 
Antarctic, many amazing animals live and thrive. In 
fact, five species of krill live in the Antarctic (of the 
85 known krill species worldwide). One of those 
five little creatures, the Antarctic krill (Euphausia 
superba), is one of the most abundant animal species 
on Earth. Each one is about two and a half inches 
long and feeds on plankton at night. Since krill are 
mostly transparent, you can see their digestive sys-
tem digesting the vivid green from the pigment of 
the phytoplankton they have eaten.

Scientists estimate there are about 500 million 
metric tons of Antarctic krill in the Southern Ocean—
greater than the weight of all humans on Earth. They 
gather in such dense numbers that their swarms 
can stretch for miles, literally turn the water orange, 
and be seen from space. Since many larger animals 
depend on krill for their own survival, including 
whales, penguins, and seals, it’s as if God created 
krill for the primary purpose of 
providing an abundant 

food source for many larger sea creatures. After all, 
no “krill convention” was convened for the krill to 
decide to have such large numbers so they could be 
food for other creatures!

God designed krill with an amazing ability that 
some scientists call “magical.” During the winter 
when food is scarce, adult krill can survive more 
than six months of starvation. They do so by shrink-
ing—through molting—back to their two-year-old 
childhood stage. This ability to “downsize” allows 
them to use their own body proteins as a source 
of fuel. Such an amazing process could not have 
evolved over millions of years. This ability was obvi-
ously designed by a higher intelligence—the God 
Who created them!

JEFF MILLER

Designed for the Arctic
SNOWY OWLS:

ANTARCTIC KRILL
DAVE MILLER
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ORCAS, OR “KILLER 
WHALES” BY WHICH YOU PROBABLY 
KNOW THEM, ARE SOME OF THE MOST 
fascinating creatures that God has designed. Interest-
ingly enough, “killer whales” actually aren’t whales 
at all, but the largest members of the dolphin fam-
ily. These “wolves of the sea,” as they are sometimes 
called, can grow up to 32 feet long, weigh in at nine 
tons, and eat up to 500 pounds of food per day! While 
they can be found in every ocean and many seas, they 
tend to stick to cold-water regions such as the coasts 
of Greenland, Iceland, Alaska, and Finland. A warm 
layer of blubber protects them from the frigid tem-
peratures. If we can say anything about them, they 
certainly aren’t picky at dinnertime! While they usu-
ally prefer fish, they’ve been known to chow down on 
whales, seals, squid, turtles, and even seagulls.

They may be big, but they are also fast and fierce. 
Because they have no known natural predators, 
they are called “apex preda-
tors.” Don’t believe it? In 
1997, a Great White 
shark attacked 
a mother orca 
and her calf 
off the coast 
of California. 

A couple hours later, the shark was, as they say, “swim-
ming with the fishes” (that is, dead). On a good day, 
orcas can swim as far as 100 miles, and as fast as 30 
miles per hour if they are under stress.

Have you ever heard the phrase, “all brawn and no 
brain”? This saying does not fit well with orcas. They 
are strong and smart! God gave them the second 
largest recorded brain of all ocean-dwelling mam-
mals, weighing in at a gigantic 15 pounds. They have 
been sure to put their melons to good use, seen 
in their navigation and communication skills. Just 
like bats and dolphins, orcas are able to get around 
more efficiently by using “echolocation.” This sounds 
like a series of clicks. On the other hand, they are 
also very effective at communicating among their 
“pods,” or family groups. These sounds resemble 
whistles, pops, and claps.

Isn’t God’s creation truly amazing? The sleek 
beauty and unbridled power of the orca alone is 
enough to leave atheists “without excuse”  

(Romans 1:20-21).

ERIC LYONS

God's Fast-Swimming, Super-Smart,
MEAT-EATING MACHINE

IF THE MUSK OX COULD 
TALK, IT MIGHT EXPRESS IRRITATION WITH 
ITS GIVEN NAME: MUSK OX. WHY DO WE 

refer to such an amazing animal 
as musky? Does it really have such 
a bad odor? In truth, the cows 
(females) don’t have the pungent 
problem. (I suppose it isn’t surpris-
ing that the girls smell better than 
the boys.) What might be surpris-
ing, however, is that the bulls 
(males) really only reek during the 
time of the year when they are 
trying to attract the females. That’s 
right. God gave bull musk oxen 

(plural of musk ox) the ability to flaunt a foul odor 
to charm the “ladies.”

Before musk oxen concern themselves with attract-
ing a mate, however, they must be able to survive the 
frigid arctic tundra (especially in northern Greenland 
and Canada), where temperatures rarely get above 
freezing. Not surprisingly, their 

Creator provided them with exactly 
what they needed: an extremely warm 
coat to wear in an otherwise deadly, 
cold climate.

The musk ox stands nearly five feet 
high (to the shoulder), reaches about 
eight feet in length, and can weigh 
over 850 pounds. Its most recogniz-
able feature, however, is probably its 
long, messy-looking hair (kind of like the shaggy hair 
of woolly mammoths). Musk oxen actually have two 
separate layers of fur. The long, outer layer is thick 
and shaggy, which helps to keep the animal dry, as 
well as retain its body warmth. The prized under fur 
is a soft, thick layer known as qiviut (KEE-vee-et). 
This particular fur has been used by people (such as 
Eskimos) in colder climates for many years to make 
warm clothing. One scarf manufacturer explained 
that musk ox qiviut is "one of the finest natural fibers 
known to man.” It is "eight times warmer than wool 
and extraordinarily lightweight…and will not shrink 
in any temperature of water” (www.qiviut.com).

The mindless, random-chance processes of evo-
lution can no more explain the purposeful, odor-
ous smell of musk oxen than it can their perfectly 

designed fur. In truth, just as the scarves that 
people make from musk ox fur demand a 

maker, musk oxen themselves demand 
an ultimate Maker—

the God of the 
Universe. 

THE MUSKY MUSK OX
Qiviut

STEVEN AKIN
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ActIvIty 

Pages

True or 
False

 1.  ___ The Antarctic 
krill is one 
of the most 
abundant animal 
species on Earth.

 2.  ___ In the winter, ermine shed their brown fur and 
grow a beautiful white coat.

 1. A stoat or weasel.   ________
 2. A killer whale.   ________
 3. Feed on phytoplankton.   __________  

_______
 4. Term that describes an animal with 

no known natural predator.   _______  
_________

 5. A family group of animals, such as 
orcas.   _______

 6. This shaggy-haired mammal is 
perfectly suited for the frigid 
temperatures in northern Greenland 
and Canada.   ______  ____

 7. The prized, soft, thick under fur of a 
musk ox.   __________ 

 8. Word describing animals that hunt 
during the day.   _________

 9. The Chief Engineer of all things.   
_______

 10. When hunting, this animal stands still 
for hours, protected from the cold by 
its amazingly designed feathers, while 
it observes its surroundings with 
wonderfully designed eyes and ears.   
________  ______

Solve, FInd, 
and CIrcle

I I N T Z M K X G U I T

L V J G W W Y T G A T D

E D I U R N A L I N Z T

Q F O M B D J L H T O A

I U G F L N W W X A R P

V X E V D O F H J R C E

I V D T Y J V E L C A X

U Y U W I O N W T T F P

T Z O I W I O B P I D R

I N Z D M M K D O C E E

S D G R U C O V D K O D

Y S E V S G L Q W R T A

Q L B A K Q K P V I Z T

G W I T O I B T N L D O

Z D V G X Q X Y X L K R

 3.  ___ “Orca” is another word for “krill.”
 4.  ___ As people who follow Christ, there are things in our lives that are very important that 

we must protect, even if it costs us our lives.
 5.  ___ “Killer whales” are not actually whales. 
 6.  ___ Sharks have the second largest recorded brain of all ocean-dwelling mammals.
 7.  ___ Adult Antarctic krill can only survive for six weeks without food.
 8.  ___ The mindless, random-chance processes of evolution logically explain the perfectly 

designed fur of the musk ox.
 9.  ___ Snowy Owls routinely eat over 1,600 lemmings each year—more than four each day.
 10.  ___ The male musk ox smells wonderful year round. 
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CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES  

CAMP

A.P. Christian Evidences Camp   
(June 5-10 and June 26-July 1)

Indian Creek Youth Camp (ICYC) in Oakman, Alabama. 

• Come and join us for a week of faith-building  
fellowship and fun.

• 2016 camp registration opens January 1st.

• Register on-line at www.indiancreekyouthcamp.org.

• The camp is for 4th-12th graders.

•  Cost: $160* (All checks are to be made to ICYC.)

• Call 334-272-8558 for more information.

*PFP (Partners for Progress) is $300 a year or $25 a month: PFP will 
allow all of your children to attend camp for multiple weeks.Apologetics Press
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The Ermine: A Protector of Purity

 TRUE OR FALSE: 1-T; 2-T; 3-F; 4-T; 5-T; 6-F; 7-F; 8-F; 9-T; 10-F.  
SOLVE, FIND, AND CIRCLE: 1. ermine; 2. orca; 3. Antarctic krill; 4. apex predator; 5. pod; 6. musk ox; 7. qiviut; 8. diurnal; 9. God; 10. Snowy Owl.

THERE IS A LITTLE FURRY 
CREATURE ABOUT THE SIZE OF A SQUIRREL 
THAT LIVES IN VERY COLD CLIMATES. IT IS 
often called a stoat or weasel. But in the winter, in 
places where there is a lot of snow, this critter sheds 
its brown fur and grows a beautiful coat of pure white. 
When it does this, people refer to the creature as the 
ermine. Through the years, ermine fur has been prized 
for its clean, white color as well as its smooth soft-
ness. How did hunters catch ermines to get their fur? 
As the story is told, hunters would find the ermine’s 
den when it was not inside and smear the outside 
with disgusting mud or filth. They would then turn 
their dogs loose to find the ermine. After a long chase, 
the ermine would finally run back to its home, only 
to discover that the entrance was covered in grime. 
Because the ermine valued its beautiful white 
coat so much, it would not go through the 
entrance and get its fur dirty. Instead, it 
would give itself up to the hunters so that 

KYLE BUTT
its coat would not get 
spoiled. That is why the 
ermine became a symbol 
of purity. It would rather 
die than get dirty.

What does that have 
to do with us? As people 
who follow Christ, there 
are things in our lives that are very important that we 
must protect, even if it costs us our lives. The early 
Christians were persecuted and captured by the 
Roman government. The government told them that 
if they would not worship the idols of Rome, then 
they would be killed. The Christians were told to deny 
that Jesus is the Son of God. What do you think many 
of them did? Instead of “getting dirty” by lying and 

saying Jesus is not God’s Son, they boldly declared 
their faith in Him and were killed. Like the ermine, 
they would rather die than soil their soul with sin. 
We should be willing to do the same. In Revela-
tion 2:10, Jesus said, “Be faithful until death, and 

I will give you the crown of life.” Jesus promises to 
reward all those who protect their purity.
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