


Dr. Jeff in Wyoming

IF YOU READ MOST EARTH 
SCIENCE OR GEOLOGY TEXTBOOKS AND 
SCIENCE MAGAZINES, YOU WILL GET THE 
idea that their authors believe that science does not 
support what the Bible teaches about the Flood and 
Creation. Last month in Discovery, we saw several bib-
lical evidences for a global Flood. What about scien-
tific evidences? Does the physical evidence in nature 
support the biblical Flood? 

In science, when testing a theory, it is important to 
be able to make predictions based on your theory 
that can be found to support or refute your idea after 
studying the evidence. If a global Flood happened, 
what would we expect to find when studying the 
Earth?

Evidence #1: One of the three major rock types is 
called sedimentary (sed-uh-MEN-tree) rock. Sedimen-
tary rock forms when water carries dirt and sand and 
piles them in a place where they become compacted 
and cemented together. If a global Flood occurred, 
we would expect there to be worldwide sedimentary 
rock layers. Sure enough, sedimentary rock layers 
have been found that cover entire continents and 
even span multiple continents in some cases.

Evidence #2: If the Earth was once covered with 
water from the ocean, we would predict that 
marine fossils (fossils of sea creatures) would be 
found on land that is now dry and far above sea 
level, including mountains. Once again, this pre-
diction has been proven right: marine fossils have 
even been found in the tallest mountain range in 
the world—the Himalayas.

Evidence #3: If a global Flood occurred, we would 
predict that many living creatures would have trav-
eled together, stampeding, as they rushed to avoid 
the rapidly rising water and fast moving mudslides 
caused by the Flood. In many cases, the herd would 
have been caught and killed, leaving behind a grave-
yard of many fossils as testimony. As expected, many 
fossil graveyards have been discovered across the 
Earth, including dinosaur graveyards. Imagine the 
power that would be needed to kill thousands of 
stampeding dinosaurs, tear them into bits and pieces, 
and bury them in a single place—like the dinosaur 
graveyard I helped to excavate in Wyoming.
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Evidence #4: If Creation and the Flood hap-
pened—rather than evolution—when we look at the 
beginning (or base) of the fossil record, what would 
we expect to find? We would predict that creatures 
would already be fully formed the first time they 
appear, rather than being in the middle of gradually 
evolving into something else. Once again, when we 
examine the fossils at the base of the fossil record, we 
find what scientists call the “Cambrian Explosion”—an 
“explosion” of fully formed creatures with no evidence 
of evolution. These fossils are found across the whole 
Earth in sedimentary rock, just like Flood scientists 
would predict. 

Evidence #5: If evolution is true and the Earth 
is old, then the rock layers were laid down gradu-
ally over millions of years. If Creation and the Flood 
are true, then most of the rock layers are made up 
of materials that were laid down rapidly during the 
Flood, one on top of the other. The discovery of 
polystrate fossils supports the Flood scientists’ expec-
tations. A polystrate fossil is a fossil that cuts through 
more than one (poly-) stratum (strate) of rock. Many 
such fossils have been discovered, proving that the 
strata had to be laid down rapidly in order to bury the 
fossil before it had time to decay.

Evidence #6: When an earthquake happens, it 
shakes the ground. When soggy sand is shaken in 
an earthquake, the layer of sand will have up and 
down squiggly lines that reflect the movement of 
the ground. If the layer of sand were to compact and 
lithify (turn to stone), the layer would be called a 
seismite (SIZE-mite). Earthquakes today leave small 
seismites in layers that were once wet sand. If the 
Flood happened, and the ocean floor broke up, we 
would expect sand to have been wet while major 
earthquakes occurred. So we would predict seis-
mites in rock layers from the Flood. Not only have 
many seismites been discovered in Flood rock, but 
enormous seismite layers have been discovered 
that span many miles—apparently caused by earth-
quakes that were so strong that evolutionary geolo-
gists do not even know what could cause them. If 
the mountains formed rapidly in the Flood, however 
(as Creation scientists predict), it would explain 
why the seismites are so huge and why there are so 
many of them.

As we have shown in other issues of Discovery, 
we can know that the Bible came from 
God. Since it says that a global Flood 
happened, we can trust that it did. 
But the evidence for the Bible’s 
inspiration is not the only kind of 
evidence for the Flood that God 
has left us. Science has given us 
many evidences for a global 
Flood as well. Sure enough, 
the Bible said it, and sci-
ence verifies it.

Dr. Jeff standing beside Seismite

Dr. Jeff in the Grand Canyon

Polystrate Fossil
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I REMEMBER THINKING 
ABOUT THE FLOOD AS A CHILD. I PICTURED 
RAIN COMING DOWN, AND THE FLOOD RISING 
for 40 days, but is that all that the Bible and science 
tell us happened? Having more details can help us 
understand what we see when we study nature and 
also prepare us to defend the Bible.

It is true that the Bible does not give us many hints 
about what happened in the Flood, but it does give us 
more than we might have first thought. For example:

• Genesis 7:11—All of the fountains of the great 
deep were broken up. Apparently the ocean 
floor broke up and began moving around as it 
does today—only much faster during the Flood.

• Genesis 7:11—Apparently, after the fountains 
of the deep broke up, the “windows of heaven” 
opened for 40 days and nights (7:12). It is pos-
sible that the breakup of the fountains caused 
the rain.

• Genesis 7:17-18,24—While intense rain contin-
ued for 40 days and nights, the water “prevailed 
on the Earth” for about five months—possibly 
continuing to increase the entire time (8:3).

• Psalm 104:6-9 (ESV)—During the Flood, Earth’s 
great mountains rose and the valleys sank. That 
means that before the Flood, the Earth was 
flatter—making it easier for the Flood waters to 
cover the entire Earth.
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• Psalm 104:9—The changes that occurred on the 
surface of the Earth meant that a Flood like that 
of Noah’s day cannot ever happen again natu-
rally. We will consider this idea more in our last 
section of this issue.

• Genesis 8:1-3—When the fountains were 
stopped and the windows of heaven closed, 
God also caused a wind to pass over the Earth. 
So the water began to decrease. After several 
weeks, the Ark rested in a mountain range.

Amazingly, Creation scientists have discovered 
lots of evidence that supports what these passages 
say happened during the Flood. They have found 
many other evidences to help fill in the gaps. For 
example, they have found that when the ocean 
floor broke into many pieces (Genesis 7:11)—called 
plates—the plates would have begun to move 
quickly. Some plates would have moved apart, while 
others smashed into each other, causing one plate 
to be pushed downward (“subducted”), under the 
other plate, and towards the center of the Earth. That 
process creates mountains (Psalm 104:8). Since the 
mountains rose during the Flood, there is no longer 
enough water on Earth to cover them all, just as the 
Bible says in Psalm 104:9. 

We live on the “ground”—what geologists call the 
Earth’s crust. Under the crust, however, is the mantle. 

Scientists have discovered huge piles of rock in the 
mantle under the places where plates subducted that 
are too cold to be millions of years old. Those plates 
were most likely pushed into the mantle rapidly only 
a few thousand years ago in the Flood—when Earth’s 
great mountains were forming rapidly.

The mantle is filled with magma—rock that is so 
hot that it is melted like rocky syrup. Plates that move 
apart leave gaps. Magma comes to the surface to fill 
in those gaps. Have you ever thrown water on a camp 
fire? When you do, much of the water is heated so hot 
that it turns from a liquid into a vapor called steam. 
When the magma touched the ocean water in the 
flood, the water would have turned to a vapor, too. 
Hundreds of miles of steam fountains (Genesis 7:11) 
would have been created all over the Earth in the 
Flood, which would have shot into the atmosphere 
and dropped down as rain—possibly the rain that 
came down for 40 days and nights (7:17-18).

As usual, there is no reason ever to doubt the Bible. 
If the Bible says a global Flood happened, then you 
can trust that it did. As scientific evidence is gathered, 
it will support what the Bible says every time. Psalm 
111:2—“The works of the Lord are great; studied by 
all who have pleasure in them.”

What Happened In
THE FLOOD?
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ActIvIty 

Pages

True or 
False

	 1.	____	 The	Flood	in	Noah’s	day	was	a	small,	
local	flood.

	 2.	____	Marine	fossils	have	even	been	found	
in	the	tallest	mountain	range	in	the	
world.

	 3.	____	Many	fossil	graveyards	have	been	
discovered	across	the	Earth,	
including	dinosaur	graveyards.

	 4.	____	The	fossil	record	proves	that	the	
Flood	never	happened	and	that	
evolution	is	true.

	 5.	____	During	the	Flood,	Earth’s	great	
mountains	rose,	and	the	valleys	sank.

	 6.	____	When	the	fountains	were	stopped	
and	the	windows	of	heaven	closed,	
God	also	caused	a	wind	to	pass	over	
the	Earth.

	 7.	____	 During	the	
Flood,	it	
rained for 
exactly	77	
days.

	 8.	____	Sedimentary	
rock	layers	have	
been	found	that	
cover	entire	
continents.

Match, FInd, 
and CIrcle

DIscussIon 
QuestIons

B J L N Q A C H N F B P U
N H Z L H S A A U H D O V
G O M W P X M X G M K L B
W P A S A F B R E A P Y R
K G N E X S R N M S M S L
X L T D U A I G S Y A T S
M O L I Z K A J E E R R E
D B E M G M N E I T I A U
H A I E E L E F S T N T N
X L N N N T X M M W E E T
B B Q T E T P I I R F F Q
V L M A S I L H T F O O L
C L U R I Z O O E Z S S L
A M P Y S X S W M P S S H
Y N O A H Y I X I M I I K
D V S W H O O G Q X L L L
R T G A Z D N G P I S S H

Complete the 
BIble Verses 

(NKjV)

1.		 “The	_______	of	the	Lord	are	great;	_________	by	all	who	
have	pleasure	in	them”	(Psalm	111:2).	

2.		 “All	the	__________	of	the	great	_______	were	broken	up”	
(Genesis	7:11).

3.		 “…The	waters	stood	above	the	__________.	At	Your	rebuke	
they	fled;	at	the	voice	of	Your	thunder	they	hastened	away.	
They	went	up	over	the	mountains;	they	went	down	into	the	
_________,	to	the	place	which	you	founded	for	them.	You	

have	set	a	boundary	that	they	may	not	pass	over,	
that	they	may	not	return	to	________	the	earth”	
(Psalm	104:6-9).

Dear Digger Doug,
If Noah lived so long ago, how did he 
have the skill to build the Ark?

	Dear	reader,

Thanks	for	writing	with	your	thoughtful	question.	
Many	times,	we	think	that	to	be	smart	or	capable	
at	building,	people	must	have	modern	tools	such	
as	computers	and	technology.	We	often	think	
about	people	in	the	past	as	being	less	intelligent	
than	us.	Some	of	this	way	of	thinking	may	be	
because	many	books,	magazines,	and	TV	shows	
teach	that	humans	evolved	over	millions	of	years.	
They	teach	that	modern	humans	are	“the	most	
evolved.”	That	is	simply	not	true.	Humans	did	
not	evolve.	When	God	created	the	first	humans,	
Adam	and	Eve,	they	were	extremely	intelligent.	
They	were	not	ignorant	“cavemen”	like	creatures.	
Furthermore,	we	read	that	Adam	and	the	people	
who	lived	after	him	had	very	long	lives.	This	would	
have	given	them	a	long	time	to	learn	things.	Just	
think	about	it.	As	you	grow,	you	learn	more	about	
math,	science,	how	to	drive,	how	to	build,	and	so	
much	more.	Imagine	how	much	you	would	learn	
if	you	lived	to	be	900	years	old.	Noah	was	600	
years	old	when	the	Flood	came	(Genesis	7:6).	He	
certainly	would	have	learned	about	how	to	build	
things.	Some	of	the	most	amazing	structures	
ever	built	(such	as	the	Tower	of	Babel	and	the	
great	pyramids)	were	created	by	ancient	men	
and	women.	Also,	notice	how	the	Bible	tells	us	
that	God	talked	to	Noah,	explaining	to	him	what	
to	do.	While	Noah	would	have	known	how	to	build	
certain	things,	he	probably	would	never	have	
known	how	to	build	something	as	awesome	as	the	
Ark.	We	read	about	some	of	God’s	instructions,	
but	He	most	likely	gave	Noah	even	
more	that	are	not	written	in	the	text.	
Only	God	could	have	known	how	big	
the	Ark	needed	to	be	to	hold	all	
the	animals	and	other	cargo.	
Genesis	6:22	tells	us	that	“Noah	
did	everything	just	as	God	
commanded	him.”	

	 1.	____	 A	kind	of	rock	that	forms	when	
water	carries	dirt	and	sand,	and	
piles	them	in	a	place	where	they	
become	compacted	and	cemented	
together

	 2.	____	Fossils	of	sea	creatures
	 3.	____	A	word	that	describes	how	much	

of	the	world	was	covered	by	
water	in	the	Flood

	 4.	____	An	“explosion”	of	fully	formed	
creatures	with	no	evidence	of	
evolution.

	 5.	____	The	book	of	the	Bible	in	which	we	
read	about	Noah	and	the	Flood

	 6.	____	Fossils	that	cut	through	more	
than	one	stratum	of	rock

	 7.	____	 Forms	during	earthquakes	when	
a	layer	of	wet	sand	compacts	and	
turns	to	stone

	 8.	____	Very	hot	rock	that	is	melted	like	
rocky	syrup.

	 9.	____	 The	layer	under	the	Earth’s	
crust.

10.	____	 The	man	who	found	grace	in	the	
eyes	of	the	Lord	and	obediently	
saved	his	family	during	the	Flood.
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1.	 Discuss	some	physical	evidences	in	
nature	that	support	the	biblical,	
global	Flood.

2.	 What	is	the	“Cambrian	Explosion”	and	
how	does	it	contradict	evolution?

A.	 Global
B.	 Magma
C.	 Noah
D.	 Seismite
E.	 Marine	Fossils

F.	 Polystrate	Fossils
G.	 Cambrian	Explosion
H.	 Mantle
I.	 Genesis
J.	 Sedimentary
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Where Did the  
Water Go?

  TRUE OR FALSE: 1-F; 2-T; 3-T; 4-F; 5-T; 6-T; 7-F; 8-T. MATCH, FIND, AND CIRCLE: 1. J (Sedimentary); 2. E (Marine Fossils); 3. A (Global); 
 4. G (Cambrian Explosion); 5. I (Genesis); 6. F (Polystrate Fossils); 7. D (Seismite); 8. B (Magma); 9. H (Mantle); 10. C (Noah).  

COMPLETE THE BIBLE VERSES: 1. works, studied; 2. fountains, deep; 3. mountains, valleys, cover.

If the Flood covered the whole Earth, where did all 
the water go? The total amount of water in the ice 
caps, crust of the Earth, and the clouds in the sky do 
not hold enough water to cover the mountains today. 
In order to understand where the water went, we 
have to think about what happened in the Flood. 

As we discussed earlier in this issue, Creation sci-
entists believe the movement of the Earth’s plates 
began when “all the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up” (Genesis 7:11). During the Flood, these 
plates were moving very fast—probably as fast as you 
can run. Today, the plates are moving slowly—about 
as fast as your fingernails grow. Recall that when 
plates move apart, magma comes to the surface of 
the Earth to fill the gap. Since many of the plates 
were moving apart from each other quickly during 
the Flood, more and more magma was coming onto 
the ocean floor. Eventually, the entire sea floor was 
replaced with new magma.

JEFF MILLER

One of the rules that governs heat tells us that 
when a material is hotter, it will expand and when it 
is cold it contracts or “shrinks up” (except for water). 
The new magma on the ocean floor was hotter than 
the previous ocean floor, so it would have been in an 
expanded state. Scientists have calculated that the 
new magma on the ocean floor would have raised 
the ocean floor by thousands of feet over several 
weeks, pushing water, mud, and sea creatures over 
the continents in the Flood (Genesis 8:3). That is why 
we find fossils on dry land, and even on mountains. 

Eventually, the plates would have slowed down. The 
magma cooled and the ocean floor would have con-
tracted, since colder materials shrink. The ocean floor, 
therefore, would have sunk back to the level where 
it started, allowing the water on the continents to go 
back to the oceans (Psalm 104:8). 

Where is the water from the Flood? Answer: where 
it was before the Flood—mainly in the oceans. The 
next time you stand on a seashore looking at the vast, 
unending ocean, remember that over 4,000 years 
ago, that same water once covered the Earth as God’s 
judgment upon man’s wickedness (2 Peter 3:3-12). 
That same water carried Noah and his family to safety, 
thanks to the grace of God (1 Peter 3:20-21).

 8 Discovery • January 2019 DiscoveryMagazine.com
© COPYRIGHT, APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC., 2019, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED


