


WHILE CHRIST WAS ON 
EARTH, SOMETIMES HE PREACHED (LIKE HIS 
“SERMON ON THE MOUNT,” IN MATTHEW 5-7), 
sometimes He performed miracles (like raising Laza-
rus from the dead, John 11:43-44), and sometimes He 
told stories called “parables” to teach people.

In Luke 15:4-7, Jesus told His audience about a man 
with 100 sheep. One of those sheep wandered off 
and became lost. Did the man simply say, “I still have 
99 sheep left. One sheep isn’t that important”? No. 
The man was concerned about the lost sheep. He was 
so concerned that he left the 99 sheep to search for 
the one that had gone astray. When he found it, he 
called together his friends and asked them to rejoice. 
Why was he so excited? He said he was rejoicing 
because “I have found my sheep which was lost!”

What was Jesus’ point in this section of Luke 15? 
Was He trying to convince people of the value of a 
sheep? No. Jesus explained: “I say to you that likewise 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need 
no repentance” (Luke 15:7).

Jesus wanted the people around Him to learn 
two important lessons. First, in John 10:11, He 
called Himself “the Good Shepherd” and said 
that He would be willing to give His life for 
His sheep. Those “sheep” are Christians who 
listen to and obey Him. Just as actual sheep 
follow their shepherd, Christians follow 
Christ (1 Peter 2:21).

A Lesson from a 
LOST SHEEP

Second, Jesus wanted people to understand how 
valuable a single soul is, and to realize how horrible 
it is to be lost. In Matthew 16:26, Christ asked: “What 
profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, 
and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in 
exchange for his soul?” In Matthew 18:11, He said 
that He had “come to save that which was lost.” 
There is nothing we possess that is more valuable 
than our soul.

Jesus doesn’t 
want us to be like a 
sheep that wanders 
off, becomes lost, 
and dies. Instead, 
He wants us to stay 
close to Him, remain 
safe, and live forever 
in heaven. He wants 
us to be saved, not 
lost. Christ knew 
that our souls are far 
too valuable to be 
lost. The question is: 
Do we know that?

WHEN SOMEONE GIVES 
YOU MONEY (MAYBE FOR YOUR BIRTHDAY 
OR FOR SOME GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENT), 
isn’t that special to you? You treasure that money, 
and either save it up or spend it on something you 
really want. Money is precious to us. The story of the 
lost coin in Luke 15:8-10 tells about a woman who 
had 10 silver coins, one of which she lost. The 10 
coins were Greek drachmas. Drachmas were silver 
coins, equivalent in value to the Roman denarii, with 
an owl, tortoise, or the head of Athena on them. 
Each one was worth about a day’s wage. Women 
would usually wear these coins as a decoration, in 
addition to using them to purchase things, which 
made the coins extra precious.

When the coin was lost, the woman lit a lamp, 
swept the floor, and searched the house from top 
to bottom until she found it. The houses of that 
time often did not have windows, so even search-
ing in the daytime required the woman to light a 
lamp. When she found it, she brought her neigh-

bors together to celebrate finding the lost coin. 

This part of Luke 15 shows that God will 
search high and low until we return to Him, 
and that He is always looking for His 

“lost coins”—ready and willing to 
take them back. “Likewise, I say to 

you, there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sin-
ner who repents” (Luke 15:10). 
We are so valuable to God 
that He sent His Son to die for our 
sins (John 3:16). Because of this, we 
should know that every single person 
is special and worthy of respect—
even more precious than money!

More 
PRECIOUS 
than Money
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The  
LOST SON

ONE DAY A GROUP OF TAX COLLECTORS 
AND SINFUL PEOPLE GATHERED TO HEAR JESUS SPEAK. THE 

PHARISEES AND SCRIBES WERE UPSET, AND ACCUSED  
Jesus of “receiving” them (welcoming and accepting sinners and eating 

with them). So Jesus told them three stories—one about a lost sheep, 
one about a lost coin, and another about a lost boy.

The first parable, as we already noted, spoke of a man who had 100 sheep. If that man lost just 
one of those sheep, he would leave the 99 in the desert and go after that one lost sheep. If he 

found it, he would place it tenderly on his shoulder, rejoice, and then call his friends together 
to celebrate the occasion. The second parable we discussed spoke of a woman who had 10 

silver coins. If she lost one of those coins, she would surely light a lamp, sweep her entire 
house, and carefully search for the coin until she found it. She, too, upon finding the lost 

coin, would call her friends and neighbors together to rejoice with her for having found 
this important item.

The third parable spoke of a man who had two sons. When the younger one 
insisted that the father give him his inheritance, even though the father was not 

yet dead, the father did so. The boy took his newfound wealth, went far away 
from home, and wasted his entire inheritance. Then, when a famine hit, he 
needed food, so he got a job feeding pigs. No one would give him anything, 

and he became so hungry he thought about eating the pigs’ food. 
But then “he came to himself,” humbled himself, and returned 

home to his father to admit his mistake. He hoped the father 
would at least let him be a hired servant. To his surprise, 

the father welcomed him back with hugs, kisses, rejoic-
ing, and a celebration party!

But the older brother became very upset. He 
did not want to accept his wayward brother 

back into the family. He felt that since he 
had not done what his wasteful brother 

had done, then he should have been 
given better treatment. Here is the 

main point of all three of Jesus’ 
parables: we should not 

have bad attitudes toward 
people who have sinned 
when those people want 

to come back to God. We should rejoice and accept them, 
even though they may have done terrible things. We should 

not think we are better than them, since we have all sinned 
and made mistakes (Romans 3:23).

JESUS USED MANY DIF-
FERENT PARABLES TO TEACH THE GOSPEL. 
ONE OF THOSE IS THE PARABLE OF THE  
talents, found only in Matthew 25:14-30. In this 
parable, Jesus told the story of a wealthy man who 
was getting ready to travel to a far country. Before 
leaving, the master entrusted his servants with his 
money. He gave one man five talents, one man two 
talents, and another man one talent. These talents, 
however, were not “talents” like we normally think 
of talents (such as being a good singer or baseball 
player). In Jesus’ day, a talent was an amount of 
money. In fact, a talent was a large sum of money; 
some scholars think one talent of silver was worth 
well over $1,000!

The master wisely gave the servants what he knew 
each one could handle. The servant with five talents 
traded and gained five more; the servant with two 
talents traded and earned two more. But the man 

with one talent buried his money in the ground and 
left it there until the master came back! After a long 
while, the master returned and asked his servants to 

explain what they had accomplished with the money 
he had given them. He was very pleased with the 
first two, and praised both of them for their good 
stewardship. On the other hand, the third servant 
explained that he had decided to bury his money 
until the master’s return.

The master called that servant wicked and lazy for 
not using the money properly. The master then gave 
the one talent to the first servant, and explained that 
those who have much will receive even more, while 
those who have little will lose what they do have. 
With that, the master charged: “Cast the unprofitable 
servant into the outer darkness. There will be weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 25:30).

Jesus used this parable to teach that we cannot 
be lazy while waiting for the Judgment. If we do not 
work for the Lord, we will lose what we have and 
end up with nothing, just like the lazy servant. But if 
we work hard and remain faithful, we will gain even 
more, so that when Jesus returns, He will say to us: 
“Well done, good and faithful servant; enter into the 
joy of your Lord” (Matthew 25:21,23).

WORKING
for a Fortune
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ActIvIty 

Pages

True or 
False

 1.  ____ The parable of the lost sheep 
teaches that sheep are as valuable 
as people.

 2.  ____ The parable of the lost coin shows 
how important money is.

 3.  ____ The parables of the lost sheep, lost 
coin, and lost boy show the value of 
every single person.

 4.  ____ We should be more concerned about 
lost people than we are about lost  
possessions.

 5.  ____ God wants us to protect our talents 
by not using them.

 6.  ____ A good neighbor will risk even his 
own life to help another person.

 1.  ____ The Good Shepherd  
 2.  ____ More valuable than anything 
 3.  ____ What the woman lost  
 4.  ____ Proper attitude toward sinners  

who repent 
 5.  ____ What all men and women have done
 6.  ____ Proper use of money
	 7.		____	 One-talent	man’s	problem
 8.  ____ Good Samaritan characteristic
	 9.		____	 Fig	tree’s	problem
 10.  ____ What living as Christians means

MatchING

Dear Digger Doug, 
What	lessons	can	we	learn	from	the	parable	of	the	barren	fig	tree? 

Dear reader,
Only	Luke	recorded	Jesus’	parable	of	the	barren	fig	tree	(Luke	13:6-9).	In	this	parable,	

a man decided to cut down a fig tree in his vineyard because it had not produced any figs in 
three years. However, the worker in charge of the vineyard asked for another year of life for 
the	tree,	because	he	wished	to	fertilize	it	and	take	special	care	of	it.	If,	after	the	year,	the	
fig tree still had no fruit, the keeper of the vineyard would cut down the tree.

Jesus was trying to teach the people several lessons with this parable. First, Jesus was 
teaching	them	that	God	(Who	was	the	Owner	of	the	vineyard)	expects	every	single	person	(the	
“trees”)	to	“bear	fruit.”	In	other	words,	God	wants	all	of	us	to	live	as	Christians	and	teach	more	
people	about	the	Bible	and	the	good	news	of	Jesus.	If	we	do	not	bear	fruit,	then	He	will	have	
to	cut	us	from	His	vineyard.	However,	if	we	repent	and	begin	bearing	fruit	(living	as	Christians),	
then God will keep us in His vineyard. This parable also teaches us that God is willing to give us a 
second chance, and sometimes even a third or fourth. But everyone must know that, eventually, 
God will act on our refusal to live as Christians. So, the choice is ours. We can either be people 
who “bear fruit,” or we can be like the barren fig tree, and be in danger of being chopped down. 
The	question	you	must	ask	is:	“Which	am	I?”

FIll In the 
Blanks

1.	 While	________	in	Jesus’	day	referred	
to money, in our day they refer to a 
person’s	abilities.

2. Bearing fruit means living as ________.

3. _______ is the Good Shepherd Who 
was willing to give up His _____ for His 
sheep.

4. A sinner must _______ in order for the 
angels of heaven to rejoice. 
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A. Soul
B. Jesus
C. Rejoice
D. Coin
E. Lazy

F. Sinned
G. Stewardship
H. Barren
I.	 Unselfish
J.	Bear	fruit	(work)
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THE GOOD SAMARITAN

 FILL IN THE BLANKS: 1. talents; 2. Christians; 3. Jesus, life; 4. repent.  MATCHING: 1. B (Jesus); 2. A (Soul); 3. D (Coin); 4. C (Rejoice); 
 5. F (Sinned); 6. G (Stewardship); 7. E (Lazy); 8. I (Unselfish); 9. H (Barren); 10. J (Bear fruit).  TRUE OR FALSE: 1-F; 2-F; 3-T; 4-T; 5-F; 6-T. 

ONE OF THE REASONS JESUS WAS SUCH 
A GREAT TEACHER IS BECAUSE HE TAUGHT IMPORTANT THINGS BY 
TELLING GOOD STORIES CALLED PARABLES. ONE OF THE BEST-KNOWN 
parables was about a beaten man and a good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37. Even though the 

Jews and Samaritans lived close to each other, they did not get along, and usually treated 
each other badly. In this story, a man (who was probably a Jew) was traveling from Jerusa-

lem to Jericho. Along the way, he was attacked and robbed by thieves and left to die. A 
priest happened to be going down the same road, but when he saw the man, he ignored 

him and went to the other side. A Levite also was passing by, but instead of helping the 
injured man, he went to the other side just like the priest did. After a while, a Samaritan 
came along and took pity on him. He bandaged his wounds, put the man on his donkey, 
and took him to an inn so the innkeeper could take care of him. The next day, he took 
out some money, gave it to the innkeeper, and said to him, “Take care of him; and what-
ever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you” (Luke 10:35).

Although we might have expected him to pass on by as well, he turned out to be a 
true neighbor to the injured man. The good Samaritan was:

•  Courageous—He did good in spite of the robbers. He helped 
the injured man even though his own friends might have 
laughed at him for doing it.

•  Caring—He helped the man because he was hurt. He did not 
care whether the man was a Samaritan or a Jew.

•  Helpful—He applied soothing medicine to the man’s wounds.

•  Unselfish—He let the man ride on his donkey.

•  Generous—He took the hurt man to an inn and paid for his 
stay.

For all these reasons, the Samaritan was a wonderful example of a good neighbor. 
That’s why we should want to be like him.
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