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JOB

CENTRAL THEME:

1
JOB MOST LIKELY 

LIVED DURING THE PATRI-
ARCHAL PERIOD, BEFORE 
Moses but after the Flood. He was a 
resident of Uz which was probably 
located in northwestern Arabia. He 
lived his life in accordance with God’s 
will, and was doing so when he was 
struck by multiple disasters and se-
vere health problems. The main char-
acters of the book include Job’s three 
“friends,” as well as Elihu, Satan, and 
God Himself.

Outline:
1-2 Job’s disasters
3-31 Job’s talks with Eliphaz, Bildad,  

and Zophar
32-37 Elihu’s speeches
38-41 God’s speeches
42 Job’s deliverance
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PSALMS IS 
THE SONGBOOK OF THE 
JEWISH NATION. IT IS A  
collection of 150 songs, laments 
(mournings), and praises by several 
different inspired men, including 
David, Solomon, Asaph, and the 
sons of Korah. Most of these psalms 
were written around the 10th century 
B.C., during the lifetimes of David 
and Solomon. 

The Psalms are one of five books in 
the Old Testament known as wisdom 
literature and written in the form of 
Hebrew poetry. Hebrew poetry has a 
certain rhythm (of words and tones) 
and parallelism—not with accented 
syllables or rhyme, as in Western po-
etry. Parallelism is its major feature. 
Lines may parallel each other with 
words that mean the same thing, 
with words that are opposite, or with 
words that have a similar pattern.

By design, a Psalm may be sung or 
read. Some are written from the per-
spective of the individual,  
while others are written to  
speak for the community  
as a whole.

PSALMS 2
Outline:

Since this book is a collection of diverse psalms 
written by various writers, the book as a whole 
contains no unifying thought structure or theme 
(beyond the idea of praise or wisdom). However, 
the book shows various organizational features. 
The book can be divided into five books:

Book I (1-41)
Book II (42-72)
Book III (73-89)
Book IV (90-106)
Book V (107-150)

The Psalms can also  
be evaluated accord- 
ing to content categories, such as thanksgiving 
and praise (Psalm 30), expressions of trust in God 
(Psalm 4), wisdom (Psalm 37), lamenting (Psalm 3), 
and others.

The Psalms may also be classified according  
to general themes, such as Messianic (Psalm 2),  
Creation (Psalm 8), Exodus (Psalm 78), Repent- 
ance/forgiveness (Psalm 6), Victory (Psalm 18), 
 as well as others. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. 
Quisque bibendum tempor feugiat. 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. 
Quisque bibendum tempor feugiat. 
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CENTRAL THEME:

BOOKS OF POETRY

Many themes for the book of Job have been suggested, 
including: the reality of Satan in the world; the meaning of 
suffering; theodicy (or God’s justice in view of suffering); the 
nature of God; and faith. While each of these ideas is touched 
upon in the book of Job and worth thinking about, the real 
point of the book is seen in the climactic speeches by God 
Himself. 

When God showers Job with questions about the inner work-
ings of the Universe, we see its intended effect in Job’s reac-
tion. Job reacts by humbly bowing before the all-powerful, 
all-knowing, eternal, sovereign God of the Universe (42:2-5). 
Job recognized that to insist upon an explanation from God as 
to why the faithful suffer is to contend with God and to expect 
something we have no right to expect (38:2,18,21; 40:2,8,14; 
41:11). In other words, the book of Job impresses upon us the 
fact that the faithful child of God, when confronted by the 
magnificence of God and the reassurance that He has the abil-
ity to operate the Universe properly, can 
relax and endure the suffering of this 
life, knowing that God is near and dear. 
Indeed, at its deepest level, complete 
faith and trust in God requires no expla-
nation for life’s troubles.

Despite the variety of subject matter and the 
difficulty in pinpointing a central theme for the book of Psalms, we 
must be impressed with the fact that God is worthy to be praised and 
adored. It is only natural for the child of God to frequently express 
heartfelt worship to Him in all circumstances throughout life.

Job is the first of five books commonly referred 
to as “the books of poetry.” These include Job, 
Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solo-
mon. These books (especially Job, Proverbs, and 
Ecclesiastes) are also called “wisdom literature.”
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ECCLESIASTES 
 MEANS “PREACHER” IN 
GREEK (A FORM OF EKKLESIA, 
meaning assembly). The Hebrew 
form of the word, Qoheleth, 
means “one who speaks at an 
assembly.” Solomon is the author 
(1:1). The book is clearly taken 
from experiences in his own life 
because he discusses wisdom 
(1:16), wealth (2:7-8), fame (2:9), and 
accomplishments (2:4-6).

ECCLESIASTES 4
Outline:
1:1-3 Solomon’s thesis statement
1:4-18 The vanity of the world’s natural 

processes and pursuit of understanding
2 The vanity of indulgence, human 

achievement, and materialism
3 God’s organized way of life for human 

activity
4 The vanity of human cruelty, toil, politics
5 The vanity of careless worship and 

misused wealth
6 The vanity of riches
7:1-11:8  Wise insights in the midst of life’s vanity 

(mini-realities amid life’s conflicting 
differences)

950 B.C. 900 B.C.

935 B.C.

Solomon repeatedly uses proverbial expres-
sions (“under the sun,” “vanity of vanities; all is 
vanity,” and “grasping after the wind”) to show 
that life is meaningless, confusing, frustrating, 
and depressing—if life is lived without God. 
Although life will still sometimes have unexplain-
able situations and puzzling events, life with God 
has meaning. When seen in light of God’s will, 
life can be successfully lived with satisfaction, 
contentment, and enjoyment (2:24; 3:13,22; 5:18-
20). Living life in obedience to God is the only 
way to live and understand life (12:13). After all, 
everyone’s actions and behavior will one day be 
judged by God (12:14).

BOOKS OF POETRY

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. 
Quisque bibendum tempor feugiat. 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. 
Quisque bibendum tempor feugiat. 
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A “PROVERB” 
(IN HEBREW USAGE) IS  
A MORAL STATEMENT  
about everyday life. Proverbs are 
concise bits of advice about life 
and reality. Proverbs practically 
point people down the pathway 
to a good life. They cut through 
the problems that we humans so 
typically make up in our lives by 
showing how to live a godly life in 
preparation for eternity. Solomon 
wrote the entire book except the 
last two chapters (which were 
written by two unknown people: 
Agur and King Lemuel—though 
some think the latter is also Solo-
mon). This collection of proverbs, 
which has been preserved by 
God, must have been among the 
thousands written by Solomon (1 
Kings 4:32).

Rather than just a lot of random bits of 
advice, Proverbs focuses on the wisdom 

gleaned from the Law of God. Wisdom is the general subject matter of the book, but the central 
theme is stated in 1:7—“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise 
wisdom and instruction.” In other words, the starting point for life and the real essence of wis-
dom is the fear of God (mentioned 21 times in Proverbs).

True living cannot happen without first a real respect for God. A healthy fear of the Lord en-
tails a respect for God that includes obedience and submission to His will (Job 28:28; Psalm 
111:10; Ecclesiastes 12:13). A person’s life cannot really even get started until there is a humble 
respect for God and His will. Once there is that humble respect for God, a person can listen to 
God and try to live a life in keeping with the wisdom of the Proverbs—about pride and humility, 
wealth and poverty, sin, foolishness, goodness, use of the tongue, revenge, strife, gluttony, jus-
tice, love, lust, labor, laziness, death, friends, the family, and many other things.

PROVERBS3

CENTRAL THEME:

Outline:
1-9 The importance of wisdom
10-24 375 proverbs that stress righteous 

living and discourage wicked living
25-29 Proverbs of Solomon (copied by  

Hezekiah’s men) about human 
relationships

30 Agur’s words of wisdom and 
numbered sayings 

31 Lemuel’s mother’s advice for kings 
and a description of the woman  
of virtue
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11:9-12:7 Onset of old age when 
the health and strength of 
youth passes

12:8-14 Conclusion: life’s vanity 
can only be handled by 
devoting yourself to God
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ActIvIty 

PageS
True or 
False

 1. ____ Job was an evil man who was 
punished by God.

 2. ____ Job reacted humbly to God when 
God spoke to him.

 3. ____ The book of Psalms contains 150 
songs, laments, and praises.

 4. ____ Most of the Psalms were written 
by Nehemiah.

 5. ____ David was one of the inspired 
writers of Psalms.

 6. ____ Solomon wrote the entire book 
of Proverbs.

 7. ____ Ecclesiastes means “Preacher” in 
Greek. 

 8. ____ Life is meaningless without God. 

 9. ____ Song of Solomon is a story about 
war.

 10. ____ Song of Solomon is in the form 
of a lyric poem.

1. “Let us hear the conclusion of the ____________ 
matter: Fear God and keep His_______________, 
for this is man’s all” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).

2. “The fear of the ________, that is _________, and 
to depart from evil is understanding” (Job 28:28).

3. “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
__________ of death, I will fear no evil; for you are 
with me; Your rod and Your ___________, they com-
fort me” (Psalms 23:4).

Complete the 
BIble Verses 

(NKJV)

1. List at least four general 
themes covered in Psalms.

2. Name three of Job’s friends 
mentioned in the book of 
Job.

On a 
Separate Sheet 

of Paper

 1. ____ Endured immense suffering but 
still remained faithful to God

 2. ____ Songbook of the Jewish Nation

 3. ____ Wrote the book of Ecclesiastes

 4. ____ “The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of knowledge, but 
fools despise wisdom and in-
struction.”

 5. ____ A book of moral state-
ments 

 6. ____ Wrote the last chapter 
of Proverbs

 7. ____ The father of Solomon 
who wrote many of the 
Psalms

 8. ____ “Fear God and keep His 
commandments, for this 
is man’s all.”

MATCHING

A. Proverbs
B. Psalms
C. Solomon
D. Lemuel
E. Proverbs 1:7
F. Job
G. David
H. Ecclesiastes 12:13

Dear Digger Doug,
Was Job a real person?

Dear reader,

Based upon how much suffering Job endured, and the short time frame in 
which it all occurred, some people believe that Job was not a real person. How-
ever, there are several reasons to believe that he was most certainly real.

First, it is stated plainly by God within the book of Job itself. In his second “speech” to Job, God 
declared that the mighty behemoth was “made along with you” (40:15). If Job were just a fairy 
tale-like character, God certainly would not have spoken as having “made” him.

Second, Job is mentioned in three different verses in Scripture (outside the book of Job), and 
in all three passages he is considered an actual person. Ezekiel mentions Job twice in Ezekiel 14 
(verses 14 and 20). Ezekiel’s point in both verses was that the ungodly conditions in Babylon during 
his day were such that even if Noah, Daniel, and Job lived in that city, no one else would be saved. 
Ezekiel spoke of all three of these men as being real people, not legendary characters. 

Job is also mentioned in the latter part of the book of James. In chapter five we read: “You have 
heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord” (verse 11). James was 
not writing through inspiration about an imaginary person in this text.

Even though much about Job remains a mystery, we can know that he was a real person who suf-
fered in every way like you and me, and yet remained faithful to his God—just like we must do.
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ANSWERS

*This Discovery is based largely on Dr. Dave Miller's book A Summary of the Bible.

Disclaimer:
The dates given for when books of the Bible were written are approximate and  

tentative—the best that conservative scholarship has made available.

COMPLETE THE BIBLE VERSES: 1. whole, commandments; 2. Lord, wisdom; 3. shadow, staff. MATCHING: 1. F (Job); 2. B (Psalms); 3. C 
(Solomon); 4. E (Proverbs 1:7); 5. A (Proverbs); 6. D (Lemuel); 7. G (David); 8. H (Ecclesiastes 12:13).  

TRUE OR FALSE: 1-F; 2-T; 3-T; 4-F; 5-T; 6-F; 7-T; 8-T; 9-F; 10-T.
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THE HEBREW TITLE OF 
THIS BOOK IS TAKEN FROM THE 
FIRST VERSE OF THE BOOK, WHICH 
uses the Hebrew phrase “song of songs” 
(meaning the ultimate song, or the best 
song of all). Our English versions focus on 
the last part of the first verse, which identi-
fies the inspired author, and calls the book 

SONG OF SOLOMON 5
Outline:
1-3 Romance, courting, and wedding procession

4-5:1 Honeymoon

5-6 Marital strife and reconciliation

7-8 The marriage strengthens and matures

God created male and female at the beginning 
and meant for them to marry and bond together 
in a permanent marriage relationship (Genesis 
2:24). Living a life of devotion to God may be un-
dertaken in the context of the happiness and joy available through the marriage of a man and a 
woman.

In a time when divorce is very common, the marriage relationship has been cheapened, and for-
nication and adultery are common, Song of Solomon 
serves as a very helpful inspired book that is worthy of 
our attention.

CENTRAL THEME:
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the “Song of Solomon.” 

The book has also been referred to as “Canticles” which is Latin for “songs.” Of the 1,005 songs that 
Solomon wrote (1 Kings 4:32), this one is apparently the greatest. Not only did he write it, but the 
song is a lyric poem in conversational form apparently referring to his own courtship and marriage.
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